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Pusuic Law 601, 791TH Conaress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


(55, 2d session, which provides: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
+ * * * * = * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
RuLE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* ao * * * * ° 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-Amer- 
ican propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin 
and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


v 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


7 . 7 * + * eo 
RuLeE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 


” * * * * * * 
{q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
* * * * ” * . 
RuLe XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
. * * * * * 7 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole, or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at.,such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 











INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 3 (SEATTLE) 
Testimony of Barbara Hartle--See. 2 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 1954 


Unirep States Hovuse or RepresENTATIVES. 
CoMMITTEE ON Un-AmeErRICAN ACTIVITIES. 
Se attle, Wash. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities continued its hearing at 
9:40 a. m. in room 402, County-City Building, Seattle, Wash., Hon. 
Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, 
Clyde Doyle, and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff memebrs present : Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Frank S. Taven- 
ner, Jr., counsel; William A. Wheeler, investigator; and Thomas W. 
Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

(Testimony of Lenzie Shellman and John Robert Plumb, heard 
prior to Mrs. Hartle, is printed in pt. 5.) 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SPECIAL UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA HALL 


Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, may we continue the testimony that you 
have been giving for the last 2 days? 

I would like to ask you this question: Did you ever know anyone 
in the Communist Party by the name of Caughlan ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you please give the committee the benefit of 
vour knowledge about Mr. Caughlan and explain in detail who he is, 
his position, his address, if you know, and so forth? 

Mrs. Hartte. For at least 5 years before I came to Seattle in 1942, 
I had gained the impression from reading the Communist press and 
from reports made by Morris Rappaport on his visits to the Spokane 
Communist Party meetings that John Caughlan was a close follower 
of the Communist Party line. I had viewed him in those days as an 
extremely able leader in the field of the mass activity of the Com- 
munist Party. 

After I came to Seattle, Andrew Remes, who was acting district 
organizer at that time 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew him, of course, to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party, did you not ? 
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Mrs. Hartiz. And a member of the Communist Party—informed 
me that I should file for divorce from my husband, John Hartle, the 
reason being the Communist Party was planning on running me in 
an election campaign as a candidate 

I never found out why the divorce Was necessary, but accepted fully 
that Remes was giving me wise direction; and Re ‘mes secured the serv- 

es of Fohi Caughlan for me fo: my divorce and also once he inter- 
ponte with Caughlan in order to get him to speed it up. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever meet Caughlan at Communist Party 


meetings 

Mrs. Hartte. I Jater met with Caughlan at a Communist election 
campaign meeting in the New World office in 1944. This meeting was 
concerned mainly with support to the election campaign of Huch 
DeLacy for Congress—his first election campaign. 

Kunzia. Now, let us make this clear, Mrs. Hartle. Was this a 
Communist meeting or could it by any chance have been a Washing- 
ton Commonwealth Federation meeting ? 

Mrs. Harttr. No: it could not have been a Washington Common- 


wealth Federation meeting or else I would not have been present. 
After I became a full-time organizer for the Communist Party, I 
was no longer a member of the WCF nor on its executive board or 
election campaign committee. 

Mr. Kunzic. So that there is no doubt in your mind that this meet- 
ing was a meeting of Communists # 

Mrs. Harte. No, there is no doubt in my mind at all. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Will you continue, please, concerning Mr. Caughlan ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I have also been present at a King County Commu- 
nist Party functionary meeting at which John (¢ ‘aughlan and Barry 
Hatten spoke as attorneys for the Communist Party, giving advice on 
what to do about the Canwell committee subpenas. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know Mr. Hatten to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No, I did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you are just saying that he was there at this par- 
ticular meeting you are talking about ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. So you don’t know Hatten as a member of the party 
but you do know Caughlan is a member of the party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I want to make sure that the record is very clear on 
that point. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. In about 1948 Ralph Hall reported to the Com- 
munist Party district staff meeting that John Caughlan was circulat- 
ing rumors about him that he, Hall, was an FBI agent or working with 
the FBI. After the discussion, Ralph Hall filed charges against 
Caughlan. 

Later at another staff meeting, it was reported by Hall that Caugh- 
lan had backed down—that he, Hall, had been able to prove by some 
means that Caughlan had based his charges on a document that wa 
false, that Hall was able to disprove whatever this document was wa 
not valid and that Caughlan had to withdraw his charges. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now was it customary to bring charges against people 
within the Communist Party, charges against anyone who was not a 
member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mrs. Hartie. No, that has not been customary in the Communist 
Party for one member to file charges against a person outside of the 
Communist Party. I do remember at the time that I first joined the 
Communist Party that that practice was talked about. I don’t know 
of it ever being used; but I know of it being talked about, that it is 
possible for the party to file charges against a non-Communist. But 
in all of my activity in the Communist Party I have never known of 
such charges being filed, excepting against a member of the Commu- 
nist Party. 

Mr. Kunzie. And to conclude this portion of your testimony, there 
is no question in your mind whatsoever, sitting here te stifying before 
your Congress under oath, that Caughlan was a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No, there is no doubt in my mind. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpre. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did that membership continue up until the time that 
you went underground in 1950? 

Mrs. Hartite. No. I have no knowledge as to how long that mem- 
bership continued. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the latest date that vou know of ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Of which I have personal, definite concrete knowl- 
edge—is the meeting in 1944, the election campaign meeting, and then 
the charges that were filed by Hall in about 1948. Those are concrete 
proof of membership. 

Mr. Scuerer. And whether Mr. Caughlan is a member of the Com- 
munist Party today you do not know ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That I do not know. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask this question on that point? 

You say that Hall filed charges. Where did he file those charges? 
With whom ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I am sure that he filed them with the district review 
commission, but I was not there and did not see that; but he reported 
the filing of the charges to a district staff meeting. 

Mr. Doyte. A district meeting of what? Was it a legislative body 
of public officials or was it a Communist Party board or a committee 
that these charges were filed with? Was it the Democratic Party or 
the Republican Party or the Communist Party or what ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party, yes. 

Mr. Dorie. Here in Seattle? 

Mrs. Harrie. Here in Seattle. The staff was composed of the offi- 
cers, the full time functionaries of the Communist Party in the office. 

Mr. Dorie. And were you on that committee ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you ever see those charges in writing, do you re- 
member ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I heard them read. 

Mr. Doytxe. You heard them read where? 

Mrs. Harte. In the office of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Doyie. Where was that office of the Communist Party—in 
Seattle at that time? 

Mrs. Harrie. The office was on First Avenue. I have forgotten 
the address. 
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Mr. Dorie. Do you remember who else was present at the time those 
charges were read ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I am sure that Henry Huff was present, that I was 
present, that Ralph Hall was present. Those three I am certain of and 
remember 

Mr. Doyre. Mr. Chairman, I have asked those specific questions 
about the time and place and who were present for the benefit of the 
attorney. I understand Mr. Caughlan was an attorney here yesterday 
or the d Ly before with one or more of the witnesses, and I felt that as 
a member of the bar he should have the benefit of my going further 
into this question so that he might have knowledge by reason of this 
witness’ statement under oath of what charges they were, where they 
were cla med to be filed and who was claimed to be present. J did 
that for his benefit as well as the benefit of the committee, so that it 
gives him an op portunity to know more in detail what is said about 


2 
him as a member of the bar. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. hep ose Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think while we are taking it for granted, I don’t think 
it is clearly in rahe record that the attorney Caughlan that you are talk- 
ing about is the attorne y that —— ared on behalf of several witnesses 
before this committee in this session. Is that the fact ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I believe that is the fact, but I have not seen 
ee ae 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you turn around and look at the gentleman stand- 
ing up ag ia the wall there and tell us if that is the man you have 
in mind ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. that isthe man that I have in mind. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, this morning in the testimony of 
one of the witnesses who appeared here previously, various parrotings 
of what this committee has come to recognize as the Communist Party 
line were made concerning the position of the Negro. 
ke to ask you if you would go into this in some detail, ex- 
pl aining to this committee—giving us the benefit of your knowledge 
on the a sition of the Communist Party with regard to the Negro in 
Am 


| would | 


a 1 i E. The Communist Party of the U. S. A.’s theoretical 
position on the Negro question is based on the international Communist 
position on the national question, and Joseph Stalin was the main for- 
mulator of the national question 1n the inter national Communist move- 
ment. 

According to Stalin, a nation is a stable ee of people, his- 
torically nts having a community of territory, language, eco- 
nomic ties, and psychological makeup ynanifested 1 in a community of 
culture. <A eaten. can ng to this theory, must have all of these 
characteristics, and if one of ‘the 1m is absent the people are not a full- 
blown nation. If a people do have all these characteristics, then ac- 
cording to communistic theory they have the right to self-determina- 
tion, the right to determine ae own destiny and should have equal 
rights alo o wit! all other natio1 slarge;: and small. 

arordine tothe ‘ommunist deiney: the right to se 1f-determination, 
however, does not decide in advance how this right is to be exercised. 

For example, in teaching Marxism-Leninism, the example of Fin- 


oO 
oO 
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land is often used. It is said that Soviet Russia could have retained 
Finland and forced it into the Socialist path, but since the people of 
Finland were evidently not of a mind to take this path that Russia, 
under Communist leadership, accorded Finland the right to separate 
and pursue its own path, even though Soviet Russia considered this 
path to be of disadvantage to the F innish people, and of course, obvi- 
ously, to Soviet Russia. 

He ‘re the Communists say that the Vv fully rely on the prince iple of 
the right of self-determination of a nation. From this it follows that 
those nations that are in the U.S. S. R. are there of their own accord. 
This approach is a part of the united front tec hnique of communism. 

Mr. Kunzia. What was the position of the Communist Party here 
in the United States of America on this Negro question ? 

Mrs. Harrier. The Communist Party in the United States used to 
have a wrong position on the Negro question, but at a Comintern 
meeting in about 1929 it was decided that the Negro people in the 
black belt of the South are a nation, and this position was adopted by 
the Communist Party of the U.S. A. 

A great deal of theoretical work had to be done in the Communist 
Party of this country before this question was fully understood and 
soundly adopted, and even after that, during the Browder period, it 
was again on this question that the Communist Party of the U.S. A. 
strayed completely off the correct path, that is, the so-called correct 
path of Marxism-Leninism. 

Mr. Veupr. Mrs. Hartle, I don’t like to interrupt you but I have 
just been handed a circular together with a booklet that is being cir- 
culated by the North King County Communist Party, Post Office Box 
813, Seattle Wash. This is dated as late as M: ay 26, 1954, and I should 
like to read the circular into the record at this point and then ask you 
a few questions about it. 


Today it is imperative that all Americans who are sincerely concerned about 
the grave difficulties facing our country join hands in reaching areas of agree- 


ment. It is in this spirit and as a first step that we are enclosing for your con- 
sideration a copy of a newly published draft program of the Communist Party. 


We especially call to your attention the section entitled, “What Has To Be Done 
on tt ie Road Ahead,” starting on page 15 of the program, which deals with key 
problems arising in the coming election period. Your expression of constructive 
criticism of this program is earnestly solicited and we urge, if you desire to do 
so, that you communicate your suggestion and ideas to us at the address given 
helow 


Sincerely, North King County Communist Party, Post Office Box 813, Seattle, 
Wash. 

Enclosed is a pamphlet entitled “The American Way.” It is a draft program of 
the Communist Party. 

I cannot help but mention, too, that on the back of this booklet is 
a series of other pamphlets advertised, such as New Opportunities in 
the Fight for Peace and Demoer: cy. 

At the bottom of the back page is the advice that you should buy 
the Daily Worker and the Sunday Worker, “labor’s own fighting news- 
papers which battle daily for jobs, peace, and democracy, defend all 
labor interests, ch: ampion equal bis for Negro people,” and those are 
published by Free Press, 35 E: 12th Street. New York 3, N. Y. 

I am bri iInging this to the shies ve ion of the record and tot he attention 
of the people who are interested, because many people today think that 
the Communist Party is no longer organized or sufficiently organized. 
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Certainly we members of the committee know that the organization is 
still strong. 

I want to ask you, Mrs. Hartle, if the Communist Party is still or- 
ganized in this Northwest section as a party. 

Mrs. Harrie. I would gather from the circulation of that material 
that it would be still organized, but I have no personal knowledge—I 
mean, I have had no person al contact with Communists as Communists 
for some period of time. 

Mr. Veupe. Yes, I understand that. 

Mrs. Harrie. I have no doubt in my mind that the Communist 
Party is still organized. 

Mr. Vexpe. I want to note also, in line with the testimony that you 
are giving at the present time, that in this pamphlet, which is issued 
by the Communist Party, one of the sections deals with what should 
be done with the Negro people. I have not had the opportunity to 
read that section yet, but I presume that it is very much along the lines 
that — have been giving this committee in a very fine way. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Not to further interrupt the train of thought. of the 
witness but in line with the continuing organization of the Communist 
Party, that it has long been the policy of the party to establish echelons 
of leadership to insure that the party would continue to function under 
any given set of circumstances, including the indictment of any echelon 
of leade rship under Smith Act charges, that is, in case they were con- 
victed there were others ready to move into the position of leadership 
and so on down the line; is that not the fact ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is the case. Such precautions and prepara- 
tions were made in the Communist Party before I left it. 

Mr. Jackson. Further, the committee has abundant testimony to 
indicate that such precautions were taken to insure the continuing 
funct loning of the party, putting away or aside of mimeographed ma- 
terials, of things that might be required in the event that the party was 
actually and legally forced to go underground ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; such preparations were also made 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I just wanted to add to what you said in referring to 
that pamphlet, the American Way, we might call attention to the 
people out here that it isn’t just a local dis sribetion here. If you re- 
ceived one, as I did, it was accompanied by a letter with Communist 
Party insignia at the top and signed among others by William Z. 
Foster, and frankly soliciting the Communist Party membership of 
everyone to whom it was sent. 

[ have talked to a number of Congressmen. I have talked to a great 
many newspaper men and others and find that it has been generally 
circulated all over the country. I remarked on that merely to demon- 
strate that Mr. Jackson is correct and that they are extremely anxious 
and are apparently starting on a nationwide membership campaign 
right now in circulating this. 

Mr. Dorie. You don’t mean that you got one through the mail, 


too ¢ 
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Mr. Ciarpy. I sure did. I got two of them, as a matter of fact. 
And the taxpayer is paying for that distribution, because it comes 
under second-class mailing privileges. I got a bill to make them at 
least pay first-class postage. 

Mr. Vevpe. I want to stress the fact that even though these gentle- 
men receive such trash in the mail, they don’t have any connection 
with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am glad you made that clear. 

Mr. Vetpe. I want to say that as far as the person who handed me 
this is concerned, I am satisfied that that person is perfectly loyal. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Doyle, they didn’t slight you and fail to put you 
on the mailing list, did they ? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes; they did. 

Mr. Chairman, apropos of what the committee membership just 
brought to the attention of Mrs. Hartle, I think Mrs. Hartle that you 
yourself testified yesterday, did you not, that when you went under- 
ground and became a waitress under an assumed name, you were then 
keing placed in line, under your instructions, to take over as a matter 
of Communist Party le: adership in Seattle in the event that your 
superiors in the Communist Party for any reason were taken out of 
the activity ? Is that correct 7 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I was sent underground as reserve le adership to 
take the place of leadership that might be arrested under the Smith 
Act or that might through any other circumstance not be able to func- 
tion and to be sure that the Communist Party has leadership in the 
State of Washington. 

Mr. Doytx. May I ask this question? How far underground did 
you go? By that I mean—by that I mean, Mrs. Hartle, when you 
went that far underground, were you one of the hard core, what is 
described as hard core, in the Pacific Northwest area ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was certainly expected to be by the Communist 
Party and I think that 99 or 100 percent of the time you were one of 
the hard core. 

Mr. Dorte. In other words, your testimony that you have given us 
and which you will give us is out of the mouth of a person who was 
rated by the Communist Party as a member of the hard core Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Hartir. Without a doubt. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you. 

Mr. VELpE. I feel it is time to have a short recess at this point, and 
after the recess I will appoint a subcommittee of the full committee 
consisting of Mr. Jackson, Mr. Clardy, Mr. Scherer, and Mr. Doyle 
to continue a hearings. Mr. Frazier and I will continue in exe 
utive heari 

The committee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 10:05 a. m. the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 10:15 a.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 10: 20 a. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Are you ready to proceed, counsel ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I am, Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Hartle, we were discussing a little earlier the Communist atti- 
tude toward the Negro in this country; and I would like to continue 
that discussion and ask you to continue giving us the basis of your 


knowledge on that very important question, 
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Mrs. Harrie. I had said that the Communist Party of this country, 
under Earl Browder, had gotten off the correct Marxist-Leninist posi- 
tion on the Negro people in this country, but after the reconstitution 
and through the reconstitution of the Communist Party in 1945 this 
error was corrected, and correcting this revision of Marxism-Leninism 
was one of the key issues around which the whole reconstitution took 
place at that time and after that time. 

According to the Communist theory the Black Belt is the area of 
Negro majority in the South. It cuts across State and county lines, 
comprises more than a hundred counties, and it is the Negro people 
in this area who are a nation. The rest of the Negro people in our 
country are not a part of this nation, according to C mena defini- 
tion. They are, instead of being a part of a nation, they are a national 
minority, just as the Mexican people, Slavic people, Fowiele people, or 

other persons of definite origin are considered a national minority. 

According to the Communist theory, not all nations are oppressed 
nations, but the Negro nation in the United States of America is con- 
sidered an oppressed nation, and every real—and I believe that there 
ere real problems of the Negro people i in the United States of Amer- 
ica—and every imagined problem is used by the Communist Party as 
p eone that the Negro nation is an oppressed nation in this country. 

But the basic proof that the Communist Party uses is that the Negro 
people in the South do not own the land in anywhere near the same 
proportion as white peop le do. 

And so the Communist theory says that the basic problem of the 
Negro nation is land reform. 

In its emphasis on the Negro question, the Communist Party con- 
stantly points out the size of the Negro people—14 or 15 million people, 
all oppressed in some degree, South and North, and therefore teaches 

hat the Negro people, as a whole, are the main ally of the proletariat 
in the United States of America. 

And a great deal of emphasis is placed by the Communist Party on 
the — igness of the Negro people to fight for their rights. Great 
hopes a are raised that the working class, supported by the Negro people, 

will be a strong striking force when Negro labor unity is achieved. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, I think this is a most important 
point. Would you say that the Communist Party is sincere in this 
position on the Negro? 

Mrs. Hartie. That question has been asked me, I think, oftener than 
any other, and I think there is a good reason to ask it. 

One answer is that it is sincere in exactly the same way as it is sin- 
cere in all of its other front work. If one is to accept any of the front 
work of the Communist Party as sincere, then they could accept the 
work on the question of Negro rights as being sincere. 

Mr. Scnerer. May I interrupt? 

But the whole objective eventually is to gain converts for the Com- 
munist cause, is it not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is true. The overall strategy is the prole- 
tarian revolution. That is the overall strategy of the Communist 
anbrmeg The seizure of power by the working class of course led 
by the Communist Party for the establishment of socialism, which 

at |: rs r stage develops into communism. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 


(eS MRR 


ET 
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Mr. Doytz. May I interrupt at this point? I was rather startled 
at, the language you used there a minute ago. 

Do I understand you to say in substance that the hope is that the 
working people, with the people of the Negro nation, will form a 
striking force? Didn’t you use the term “striking force” ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Doyte. In what way did you use that? Does that refer to the 
use in your judgment that they want to have force and violence ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party explains this in a whole num- 
ber of ways in the basic theory of Marxism-Leninism, the important 
thing, the ‘objective i is the seizure of power, and the str iking force then 
expecting what is called resistance is with arms. Lenin speaks of 
armed insurrection a great deal in his works, which I have read and 
studied. 

The Communist Party will also explain, and this I am sure is more 
for public consumption and to fool its own members, too—that if 
there is no resistance from the capitalistic class, then there will be no 
need for the working class to use any force. 

Mr. Dorie. Do I understand then that your testimony is to the ulti- 
mate result that if the capitalist class resists in the United States being 
taken over by the Communist philosophy, that the reason that the 
Communist Party is advocating that there should be a Negro nation, 
as you have described, and in that Black Belt, is because they expect 
and want to use the Negro people in the Black Belt as part of the 
violent striking force ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I think that that is quite a fair description. Of 
course, in Communist theory it goes off on one point and talks about 
nations. What is a nation? It explains what it is and says they 
should all have equal rights. Therefore, if any of them are oppressed 
by another nation, they have a right to determine their own destiny, 
which of course means that they have the right to do anything they 
want to, of course, which they can do. Practical life of course makes 
that impossible at any particular point. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, you are of course aware of the fact 
that my question which I asked Mrs. Hartle was asked by me not only 
based on her testimony, but on the very similar testimony that we 
have heard in all parts of the United States with reference to the 


Negro question and on the formation and cultivation of a Negro 
nation. 


Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Doyir. Thank you, Mrs. Hartle. 

Mrs. Hartie. Did you wish me to continue ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please, explaining this Negro 
problem ? 

Mrs. Hartte. In order for the working class to be able to assume 
power, led by the Communist Party—it is never conceived in the Com- 
munist Party that anyone but the Communist Party could lead this 
working class in assuming power—the working class must mobilize all 
the allies it can who will go along with it. If the Negro nation will 
rise and force its own self-determination for land reform and for other 
things that the Negro people do want or should want—if they would 
do this in concert with the working class, this, along with what other 
allies that might be mobilized along many other lines, should make a 
sufficiently strong force to upset the power of the capitalist class and 
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create enough support to make it possible for the working class to 
retain power after seizing it. And it is frankly recognized in Com- 
munist theory and th: at the whole strategy is not for the main purpose 
of Negro liberation but for the purpose of the proletarian revolution 
and this is not hidden in Communist theory. 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Hartle, to what extent, within your own personal 
knowledge, was the Communist Party successful in the Seattle area 
in bringing into the Communist Party and considerable number of 
Negro citizens ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the Seattle area, the success in bringing any num- 
ber of Negro people into the Communist Party was small, until ‘during 
and after World War II. And at that time, with the influx of a great 
number of Negro workers into the war industries here and into the 
area, the Communist Party at that time, in championing demands and 
raising demands and in figuring out demands, was able to organize 
sufficient activity that a large number of Neoro people did join the 
party that time. 

Mr. Jackson. In point of numbers, if you can, will you give us the 
optimum membership, the highest a0 PT of the Communist 
Party in this area oT ¥V hich you h: ive any i nformation or knowledge ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Of the Communist Party asa whole? 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Mrs. Flaxtie. 2 L understand that counsel 
will get to this matter in the course of his questioning, so I will with- 
draw that question : it this time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I want to point up one thing, if I may. 

Mrs. Hartle, isn’t it with the curious lack of logic that the Com 
munists are noted for—the Communist line that if anyone stands in 
their way, whether it be the capitalist class or a country or a nation 
or a group, that if the Communists attack, it really isn’t an attack 
they ire merely acting in defense of the proletariat so that t] ey try 
to sell themselves and their members on the idea that any use of force 
and violence by them is really not their fault, but it is the fault of the 
capitalists or what have you, that they don’t fall down and allow the 
uy to take off their head / 


Mrs. Harrie. Yes; the wh > Communist theory that I have studied 
and read by Lenin and Stalin and others is always able in spite of 
the fact that it talks about having an armed insurrection, and so forth 
it al i manages to put the question that the best interests of the 
workers, the best interest of the people, the best interests of the 
Nat ( ere involve d. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And that, therefore, they are acting in defense rather 
t] offense ¢ 


Harrie. And in defense rather than offense. and if there is a 
moot que tion there, that it is morally justified. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, were you present at the reconstitu 
tion convention in 1945? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I was present at the reconstitution convention 
of the Communist Party, both in this district and at the national 
convention, 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you one of the delegate s? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was 1 of 4 delegates to the reconstitution conven 
tion held in New York in 1945. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Was this problem of the Negro taken up at that time? 

Mrs. Harrie. That problem was taken up at that time, and there 
was quite a lot of discussion there about how to face the question. The 
problem was that the Negro people, Black Belt or not, very evidently 
don’t want to be considered as a nation—are very much opposed to 
anything that smacks of separs ition from our country, of being set 
aside separately, and the point was made that, while this basic theo 
retical position was correct and had to be adhered to, that it should 
not be blared forth in any immediate programs, any more than you 
would go to a labor union with a resolution on a raise in wages and 
then tack on that this is in the best interests of the proletarian revo 
lution. And that is the way it was explained, and that is why I made 
the point that it is like the national question as a part of the front 
tec hnique. 

Mr. Scugerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t it a fact that the Communist Party has gen- 
erally recognized that it has not been as successful in penetrating the 
Negro group as it felt it should have been? 

Mrs. Harrie. I think in the Communist Party, as a Communist, the 
opinion that I got an d that I held was that the Communist Party had 
a great deal of difficulty in getting started and in learning how to 
work wi ith the Negro pe ople. I do believe, though, that the Communist 
Party’s opinion at a later date was that it was learning how and was 
beginning to be more successful but not nearly as successful as it would 
like to be. : 

Mr. Scuerer. Not nearly as successful as it thought it could be? 

Mrs. Harrie. I am inclined very strongly—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Or not as successful as it has been in some other cit 
ch e Sf 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. I do believe now, looking at it objec 

ively, that the Communist Party was not nearly as successful 
thought it was or advertised itself as being. 

Mr. Scuerer. It had considerable difficulty in converting the mass 
of the Negro population, hadn't it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Oh, yes, considerable difficulty in even - eping its 
members and making any kind of Communist members out of them. 

Mr. Scuerer. Much more so than with other groups thei it ha 
attac ked ? 

Mrs. Hartie. I don’t know whether [I ean think 
groups at the moment. I wouldn’t know about that. 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Hartle, on that point, is it true that there has 
been a consid ral le turnover in membe rsh Ip so far as the American 
Negro is concerned in the Communist Party; that it was for one rea 
son or another that there is testimony to indicate that disillusion came 
to a great many Negroes who entered the Communist Party and that 


P 1} ] } : 
of all the other 


for that reason it was difficult to maintain in active participating mem 
bership the Negro after he had compared the fact of the Communist 
Party with the figures and the promises which had been given to him 
as representing the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is very true. My own experience with the 
Negro people in and around the Communist Party had been that they 
are extremely interested in achieving a status of equality with other 
people; but until they are influenced by communism, it has never even 


48069—54 pt. 3 2 
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entered their heads or their hearts that this ever needs to be in any 
way conne a oth disloy: alty to our country. They consider equality 
as morally 1 ight and can be fair lye asily attracted into front work that 
is skillfully done. 

Mr. Scuerer. They have never considered accomplishing these ob- 
jectives which they have for equal rights through forceful means, 
either, have they, as a whole? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; not through forceful means. 

If a campaign is launched by the Communist Party that isn’t very 
clearly in the interests of the Negro people, it is my experience that 
they will detect these extraneous matters very rapidly and see ulterior 
motives very quickly, and for this reason I believe the Communist 


Party is forced to act in its so-called sincere way. If the Communist 
P arty wants to make any headw: ay among the Negro people, it cannot 
crowd the issue: it has to work out a simp le campaign directly based 


ona aes or right of the Negro peop yle and not crowd in other matters 
rapidly, or the Negro people will just disappear from it. 

And if ‘the C ommunist Party sets up a goal, like a job in a Safeway 
store, and puts on a picket line, maybe the Negro people will feel, 
“Well, it would be a good idea to have a job for a Negro in a store,” but 
if you start carrying banners, you ki —_ about 3 or 4 other subjects, 
this is very quic ‘kly detected. and the Negro people stay away from and 
don ‘t want to be involved with a lot of other matters, involved matters 

at according to my unde ir ng as best as I can understand it, is 
th. at they don’t want to be disloyal to the country and they don’t want 
to fight for things that they don’t consider to be morally right. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Certainly your testimony is in line with that of other 
testimony we have heard on this same subject with reference to the 
Negroes themselves and their attitude tow: ard their problem. 

Mr. Jackson. I would say that that testimony comes in large part 
from Negroes themselves, who were thoroughly disillusioned within 
the Communist Party. And it might be of interest in that connection 
to state that the research section of the House committee is presently 
preparing a report, based upon the testimony given by Negroes who 
were former Communists, and I think the tentative title of that publi- 
cation is “The American Negro in the Communist Party,” which will 
within a few months, I am sure, be available for public distribution 
and may be obtained by writing to the clerk of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, Washington, 1: 

Mr. Doyir. Mr. Chairman, as long as you are mentioning a commit- 
tee publication, I have here in my hand this booklet, One Hundred 
Things You Should Know about Communism in the U. S. A., covering 
religion, education, labor, Government, ete. Any of you folks who 
would like a copy of this, as long as the supply lasts at Washington, 
D. C.—there are not too many of them there, I am told—may receive 
one. 2 

If you will write to the Committee on Un-American Activities at 
Washington, D. C., as long as the supply lasts, you can get a copy of 
this free. 

Mr. Jackson. Apropos of the matter of reports, I think it should be 
stated that each year the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
has printed as House documents, reports on various phases of the Com- 
munist operations in this country, in addition to which there are of 
course available a certain number of transcripts of the hearings; that 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6139 


is to say, that as you have undoubtedly noted, every word of the testi- 
mony being taken here is being recorded and will be published by the 
committee under the heading of “Communist Infiltration in the Seattle 
Area.” When - at is published, it will of course, subje ct to the limita- 
tions imposed in point of numbers, be available for distribution to 
those interested a may be had upon request. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, would you continue with your discussion 
about the Negro problem ? 

Mrs. Hartie. I think that the sincerity about the Communist Party 
on the Negro question that troubles many people should be said to 
derive not from the Communist Party; the look of sincerity derives 
not from the Communist Party, but from the astuteness of the Negro 
people who force this being sincere, being direct in the work on the 
Communist Party and do not allow the Communist Party to draw 
them into involved things without knowing what they are about. 

I think I could say on this that there are other people i In our coun- 
try who do not show that much perspicacity. 

The reason I draw this conclusion is that even before there was a 
developed educational anti-Communist campaign in our country, the 
Communist Party had a great deal of trouble in gaining support among 
the Negro people and had to work with them. It is said by the Com- 
munist Party that the Negro people are afraid of the Communist 
Party because the authorities are on them all the time, but this was 
the situation long before the authorities were very concerned about 
the matter, as far as my expe rience goes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, was it not the practice of the Communist Party 
to establish Negro commissions, as they called them ? 

Mrs. Harrie. As a part of the e mphasis on the Negro question, the 
Communist Party has established commissions, standing committees, 
in the national setup, in the districts, in the divisions of the districts, 
the regions, and even into the divisions of the regions, the sections, so 
that a system of standing committees on the Negro question is in exist- 
ence much more developed than on any other questions that the Com- 
munist Party involves itself with. 

(At this point Mr. Clardy left the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Harrier. These committees are devoted to bringing about the 
execution of Communist policy and program. They are subcommit- 
tees of the leading committee of the particular jurisdiction and are 
responsible to it fully. And especially since the reconstitution of the 
Communist Party the practice has been to assign top peop le, top Com- 
munist leaders, along with others, on these Negro commissions. And 
ry own work on the district Negro commission was a district execu- 
tive board eerie 

Mr. Kunzie. So that we may be absolutely clear, and so that the 
record will be abs solutely clear, this detailed testimony that you have 
been giving us on the Communist Party’s position w ith regard to the 
Neero has been based upon rather extensive personal knowledge of 
your own in working in this very field here in this area, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I was a member of the Negro commission of 
the northwest district from the time I came to Seattle until the time 
I left Seattle in 1950, and was chairman of that commission for a con- 
siderable portion of the time, secretary other times, and always the 
top Communist on the commission. 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. So that these policies that you are telling us about 
and this plan of the Communist Party, in a sense utilized the Negro 
for its own advantage and not for the advantage of the Negro, 1s a 
plan and a policy which you yourself practiced and which you car- 

ried out for years / 

Mrs. Harte. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I ask one question there ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I think I noted you saying three times at least that the 
Negro was not interested in or could not easily be encouraged in being 
disloyal to the United States. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I mean that very fully. 

Mr. Doyre. Was that true up until the time you left the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. All of my experiences with the Negro people have 
indicated no evidence of any desire to be disloyal or even a thought 
of being disloyal until they became somewhat acquainted with Com- 
munist theory and began to think that the only way they could get 
their r ohts was to he somew!] at inv volved with these other matters. 
They had to be convinced by the Communist Party and by Marxist- 
Li ninist theory. and it wasn’t an easy thing to do in most cases. 

Mr. Dorie. Then your testimony is that he American Communist 
Party, in order to try to acquire Negro American meenheediin, delib 
erately taught the American Negro that ag must be disloyal to the 


United States in order to gain ee 2 

Mrs. Harrier. Well, in effe ie Communist Party never said it 
was teac ng Sees but it taught the Negro leaders and mem- 
bers the v » Communist program, and in doing so, of course, was 


teaching a m to be disloyal. The Communist Party will disclaim 


Mr. Dorie. One more question: In your judgment, are you in a 


pos tion te olive us al ippraisement as to whether or not the feel ng 
of the Am« ( in Negro on the matter of disloyalty to the United States 
is on the in ise or decrease so far as you have observed or so far 
as you did observe at the time you left the American Communist 


Mrs. Hartir. Well, my own experience is that it was extremely on 


the decrease. 
Mr. Doyte. I think that is very important, Mr. Chairman, to have 


that ppraisement. 

Th . k you. 

Mr. Jackson. Thar k you, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. fa xzia. Mrs. lartle, these Negro commissions you mentioned, 
do they follow what we know so well to be the party line? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; these Ne gro commissions followed the party line 


exactly the same as any other commissions or subcommittees or lead- 
ing comm ittees. 

The purpose of the commission was not to have a separate line or 
program, but to develop a program of action to bring this line into 
effect among the Negro people. 

After the leading committee approves of a line and program, the 


commission proceeds to ass ign spec ific persons and specific groups to 
carry out certain parts of the desired work. And a great deal of 


advice and attention is given : the district and national leadership 
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to the Negro commission—nationally, in the district and in the regions, 
this is the case. M: any articles of guidance are published in Political 
Affairs, which is the theoretical organ of the Communist Party, and 
there is really fundamentally no “difference at all theoretic ally or 

organization: ally between the Communist Party’s work on the Negro 
question and on any other question. ‘This is not any kind of an inde- 
pendent field, where the Communist Party operates, say, as a sort of 
service org ranization. 

It is greatly desired, though, by the Communist Party that people 
should view their work in the field of Negro rights as a sort of special- 
service work. It is greatly desired that especially the Negro people 
should view it as such, but that is not the case; it is not a service organ- 
ization—the Communist Party is not a service organization in a cer- 
tain way for the Negro people. It is a Communist Party and its 
attitude toward the Negro people and Negro nation is exactly the 
same as that to any other group 1n respect to its obje ctive. 

Mr. Kunzia. In other words, it wants to use the Negro just as it 
wants to use anyone whom it can get its tentacles upon. 

Mrs. Hartie. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, who were the members of the district 
Negro commission in the period up to July 1950, at which time you 
left Seattle to go into the underground ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was a member of the district Negro commission at 
that time; Terry Pettus was a member of this commission. He was 
at that time a member of the district committee and editor of the 
Northwest edition of the People’s World, and is white. Paul Bowen 
was a member of the commission. He was at that time the Communist 
Party organizer of the central region, and he isa Negro. 

Mr. Kunzic. He was one of the defendants in the Smith Act trial; 
is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; he was. Earl George was a member of the com- 
mission. He was also a member of the district committee. He is a 
Negro. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us any further identification of Earl 
George ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Earl George was a member of the waterfront section 
of the Communist Party and a leader in it and was a Communist Party 
member in the warehouseman’s local of the ILWU 

Calvin Harris was on the commission as a representative from the 
Communist Party commission on youth work. He is also a Negro. 
I believe that he hi is been discussed before. 

And Eugene Wilks was also a member of the commission. He was 
a member of the waterfront section committee, and also a Negro. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are there any others? 

Mrs. Harrir. A man named Charles Nichols was also a member 
of the commission. He was an officer of the Marine Cooks and 
Stewards. He wasa Negro, and he is deceased. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now can you tell us the names of any others who were 
perhaps members at an earlier period of the district Negro commis- 
sion? Try to eM us, roughly, the period, if you can. 

Mrs. Harrie. I do remember some persons who were at one time or 
another for a certain length of time or another members of the dis- 
trict Negro commission. That would be from the period of about 
1943 up to about 1947—around in that period, or 1948. 
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Carl Brooks has been a member of the district Negro commission, 
He had been chairman of it for a period, and is a Negro. He lived in 
the central Seattle area and was a member of the shipscalers’ union. 

Celeste Brooks has also been a member ot this commission for a 
riod of time. She is a Negro woman, wife of Carl Brooks, and has 
een amember of the Ku o ( ounty committe e of the Communist Party. 

P. J. Blakes, who was an officer of the 37th district branch of the 
Communist Party and also of the Communist Political Association, a 
Negro, was for a time a member of the district Nevro commission. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any address or any further identification 
that you can help us with? 

Mrs. Harrie. He lived in central Seattle, East Madison district. 

Sam Markson was a member of the district Negro commission and 
was representative on it from the Oregon State Negro Commission. I 
believe he was chairman of the Oregon State Negro Commission at that 
time, and he was white. 

Clark Harper, organizer of the central region of the Communist 
Party, a Negro, was a member of the district Negro commission, also, 
for quite a period of time. He lived for a time in Seattle and later 
lived in south King County. 

Mr. Kunzic. I am correct, am I not, that it lies within your knowl- 
edge that Clark Harper worked for the FBI in the party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: it does lie within my knowledge. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And itis correct ? 

Mrs. Hartir. That is correct. 

Laura Wilkins was for a time a member of the Negro commission. 
She was an officer of the waterfront region of the Communist Party, 
a young Negro woman. 

, Jeanne Decker was a member of the district Negro commis- 
sion and at that time she was a member of the Tacoma Negro Commis- 
sion and a representative from that commission. She lived at that 
time in Tacoma. 

Earl Payne was a member of the district Negro commission and a 
member of the district committee. He lived at that time in Seattle, be- 
coiling to become Oregon State organizer of the Communist Party. 


] 


Mr. Kuwnzic. Could you tell us now in conclusion on this Negro 
subie ; 


I 


co” a 


the highest number, the optimum number of Negroes, to your 


7 
' 
knowledge, that were members of the party in this Northwest district ? 


Mrs. Harrie. I do remember one recruiting drive in which the goal 


was | 000 members and that by the time the drive was concluded that 
Co siderably more than 5O percent of that particular drive who were 
brought into the Communist Party. recruited, were Negro men and 


vo?! on 


The optimum number of Negro membership in this district, as best 
I can recall it, was well over a thousand. 
Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Hartle, earlier in your testimony—I believe it 
s Monday—we touched 


ect of vour Going into 


Ct val ious times since then briefly upon the 
e underground. I should now like to turn 
in much more detail to the subject of the underground, how it operates, 
what it does, what your part was in it—the general total discussion 
of the whole field of Communist Party members hiding underground. 
Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 
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Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman, before we leave the sub _ of the at- 
tempt on the part of the Communist Party to infiltrate the Negro race, 
I think it should be said at this point that it is to the everlasting c redit 
of the American Negro that he has withstood the onslaught of the 
Communist Party to make him a part of Che conapatney. I think this 
is particularly true, becaus e perhaps the Negro, more than anyone else, 
has prob lems which would make him sus sceptible to the Communist 
rogram. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, you have already testified that you were 
a member of the underground of the Communist Party in the North- 
west area very recently. Would you advise the committee who was in 
charge of this movement ? 

Mrs. Harrie. This was headed by Henry Huff, district chairman. 

Kunzic. Would you tell the committee how Henry Huff kept 
in contact with you? Tell us how you went underground and just how 
it was done. 

Mrs. Harrie. How it was done—I had mentioned before that I was 
called to a meeting in a park and there it was discussed that at least a 
couple of people would have to go underground immediately. What 
this meant—it was explained that it was serious—what this meant was 
leaving town, assuming another name and identity, and living in such 
a way that no one would know where you are, that no one would 
recognize you. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you drop out of sight? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you use another name? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. What other name did you use ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Margaret S. Johnson. I spelled it J-o-h-n-s-o-n. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Did you take or for example, to establish your 
identity, such as getting a driver’s license, or anything of that nature? 


Mrs. Harrier. Yes, I had a driver’s license. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Under Q Sales name? 

Mrs. Harrie. Under the false name, with a false description, teo 
age and height and weight were varied fr f e truth. 

(At this point Mr. Clardy ‘abiuiiid 4c tak Kamel room. ) 


Mr Kr NZIG. Where d ad you 70 when yo l dro Py yf ad out of sioht ? 

Mrs. Hartt. I first went to a Communist Party member’s house 
in this town and stayed with her. and kept out of sight and didn’t 
take any buses or didn’t walk around outside so anyone would know 
where I had gone to. I staye d in her home. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then where did you go? 

Mrs. Harter. Then I went to Tacoma, Wash 

Mr. Kunzia. Who was the Communist Party member in whose home 
you stayed before you went to Tacoma ? 

Mrs. Hartir. Paula Alexander. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the address where you stayed with Paula 
Alexander? 

Mrs. Harrie. I stayed with her a few days in a housing project 
l West Seattle. I believe it was called the De lridge houstl ng project, 
and later she moved to a house on Madison Street near Lake Wash- 
i 1oton., I don’t remember the address. 
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Mr. Kunzic. So the record is clear; of course, it goes without saying 
that you knew her to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartte. Yes, I did know her to be one. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said you went to Tacoma—— 

Mrs. Hartie. Then I went to Tacoma. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you tell us what you did there 

Mrs. Harrie. In Tacoma I rented an apartment a I stayed in 
that apartment — to go out to get groceries and perform any 
necessary errand, but there I stayed in that apartment and started 
crocheting a bedspread. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now you stayed out of sight and had no contact with 
your friends, and so forth, except the contact that I am going to ask 
you about with couriers; is that right ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I had contact at that time—at that very first: 
time with one person. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was that ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Ralph Hall. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Could you further identify Ralph Hall? 

Mrs. Harrie. Ralph Hall was the Northwest district press director 
before he was sent underground, was a member of the district com- 
nittee, a full-time functionary for a period for the Communist Party, 
al d in the capac ity of press di rector he worked half tor the Commu- 
nist Party and half for the P eop les World. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was he underground? Did he go underground ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He went underground with me, at the same time that 
I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. And these facts are not known until now; is that cor- 
rect? They have never been revealed ? 

Mrs. Harrie. As far as I know, they have not been known. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the assumed name that Ralph Hall took, if 
you know? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I do know. It was Carl Swanson. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now where did he goto work ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He first went to Tacoma, too, and also rented a place 
to live and also stayed in and didn’t work. However, I met with him, 
kept contact with him at meetings in restaurants or in a park, and 
sometimes he came to my apartment and we had a meeting or confer- 
ence there for an hour or two 

Mr. Jackson. Did you at any time communicate with him by tele- 
phon 

Mrs. Harrie. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Were you under instructions not to use the telephone, 
or was this something th: ul you di cided u pon you rself ? ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, I am sure that we decided upon it ourselves, 
based on our past training—that that would be poor means of com- 
munication. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Ralph Hall, who assumed the name of Carl Swan- 
son, go to work at any particular type of work underground ? 

Mrs. Harrie. After a few months he went to work as a farmhand on 
a farm. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Harrie. That is what he told me. I know only what he told 
me. 


Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. I just want to interject something here that probably 
a lot of the folks that are seeing or hearing this may think that this 
is something extraordinary and unusual, this underground apparatus 
and how it is put none, 

I want to ask you, Witness, if what you did and what the man did 
you have been talking about, is only a typical example of the way the 
Communist Party is operating and s etting up its underground appa- 
ratus all across the country ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. It is only a typical example. It was my understand- 
ing that this sort of practice, in fact, it was told to us by Huff that 
ti:is was being done all over the country and that it was a regular prac 
tice. I have had experiences in the past of similar practices in light 
of concentration work, of getting into industries, and these are not 
such new things to me, but a full scale underground of the type that 
I understood that ] was entering, | had not expel lence d before. 

Mr. Ciarpy. So that the American people may clearly understand, 
I think it was J. Edgar Hoover who used the expression that the Com- 
munist Party is somewhat like an iceberg—about one-tenth above the 
surface and nine-tenths below the surface. 

What you are saying fits in, of course, with what the committee has 
discovered and has been developing in the past, but I hope 1 10 one 
misses the point that we do have a secret un iderground conspirac 
ready to spring into action when any emergency in the party comes 
along. That isa fact, isn’t it? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is the conclusion that I draw from my own ex 
perience and knowledge of who was sent into the underground. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you please advise the committee, Mrs. Hartle, 
how Henry Huff kept in contact with you? 

Mrs. Harrie. Through a courier. 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you mean that? Would you explain it ina 
little more detail ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Through a person whose assignment would be 7 keep 
the contact, so that meeting places could be arranged, so that litera- 
ture or communications could be passed through this person without 
it always being necessary for Huff and myself or another member of 
the underground to meet. 

Mr. Jackson. This was, in effect, then a liaison between the Com- 
munist Party leadership in being and the Communist Party leader- 
ship in hiding? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, was the underground set up in any 
groups—I mean of 2 or 3 or 4, or anything of that nature? 

Mrs. Harte. No, the underground was not set up in groups, as 
such. In almost all cases the individuals were by themselves and then 
connected up with someone else. In some cases a husband and wife 
were together in a group. 

I was a member of a committee of 3 that was supposed to be a 
reserve state committee, the 3 of us meeting together from time to 
time. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Tell the committee, if you will, please, what was the 
purpose of this underground ? 

Mrs. Harrier. The purpose of the underground, as I was told it and 
as I believed it to be, was to be able to take leadership, assume leader- 
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ship of the Communist Party in the event that leaders of the party 
were arrested or in the event that there was illness or any other reason 
for elimination of leadership—that if the present state committee 
were arrested or anything else would hs appen to them that there would 
be other committees in readiness to take their place for leadership. 

Mr. Doyir. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the witness this question? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. How did you obtain your means of livelihood while 
you were underground ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I was furnished with $200 by Henry Huff when I 
left Seattle and some small sums after that; but I went to work—I 
did various kinds of work, mostly as cook and waitress, and earned 
my own living. 

Mr. Doytr. While you were underground, did you pay dues to the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. This committee of three that you mentioned, how often 
did this group meet ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The group was only two, at first—Ralph Hall and 
myself; and we met about once a week and later, as we went farther 
away and became more separated in point of living, about once in 2 
weeks: and it could vary—there might be 3 weeks for some reason 
that we didn’t get together. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were these meetings held ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Mostly in restaurants or, when the weather was per- 
meen in parks; and when the committee of three was meeting, it 
was held in motels. 

Mr. Kunzia. In what cities and where ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the cities of Tacoma, Oregon City, Salem, Eugene. 
I think there was a meeting arranged once in Corvallis. One member 
came along with a car and we would drive to a place in a car in the 
afternoon and have a meeting. 

er. Jackson. How did you receive notification of such a meeting 
to be held ? 

Mire Hartir. These were Beanr say ied in advance: and if a special 
meeting was called, a couri T would inform me and the others and let 
us know ¥ vhere to be at a certain time. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now, in order to make this clear, to get a proper 
picture, I want to ask this questio1 

You were, in effect, giving up your entire life as it had been, 
admittedly a Communist Party but creating a new Communist Party 
life wit] e] tire ly new people, ist} at right ¢ ; 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. Kunzita. Who were the others who were with you—the other 
members of this underground committee ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Another member of the underground committee was 
Milford Sutherland. 

Mr IX N ZG, Where was he fron 4 

Mrs H ARTLE. He was from Tacoma and had been organizer of the 
Commnnl ct Pai tv of Ta coma, 

Mr. Kwuwnzia. Did he tell you what name he was using in the under. 
oround 2 

Mrs. Harrier. I think he told me his name. T have forgotten it, 
exceptil ¢ that I do remember the first name was Lee. 
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Mr. Kuwnzia. Is there any other name that you can think of, of any 
other courier or any other people ? 

Mrs. Harrie. One of the couriers for a period of time was Mary 
Guilmet. She served at the very beginning for the purpose of keeping 
contact, 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us any further identification of this 
person ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. She was a member of the north King County region 
of the Communist Party and an officer of the region. I believe she 
was one of the section organizers of the north King County Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where is she now? Do you know ? 

Mrs. Harrier. When I last saw her, she told me that her husband 
wanted to go to Alaska and that the Communist Party didn’t want 
him to go but that he was going anyway, and she wondered whether 
she should go with him. I advised her to go in view of the fact that 
she had small children, and I gave her my personal advice on that. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Does it lie within your knowledge that her name is 
now Mary Guilmet Graham, her married name ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: I believe that was the name. I had forgotten 
the name, but that is the name. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now who else was present at some of these under- 
ground meetings other than the people you have already testified 
about ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Henry Huff was present at some of them. 

Mr. Kunzia. He was the man who was in charge, is that right ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: he was the main contact between the under- 
ground and the other Communist Party leadership. 

(At this point Mr. Clardy left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Kunzic. May the record show that He nry Huff was one of the 
Smith Act defendants in this area ? 

Mr. Jackson. The record will so show. 

Mr. Dorie. May I inquire at that point, please? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. DoYte. Do I understand your testimony is that this man, Henry 
Huff, from Seattle, controlled the underground clear down to Oregon 
City and Tacoma and Corvallis through couriers and otherwise / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. Then the underground, even into another State, was 
controlled from Seattle ? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. Why didn’t they use the telephone ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The only reason that I can give, being a Communist 
and knowing about telephones, is that there is a great deal of chance 
of telephone wires either being tapped or of other persons overhearing 
you speaking; and, if I may add in a rather light vein—telephone 
communications for Communists would be very expensive because they 
would have to be quite long—these would be 3- and 4-hour conferences 

Mr. Scnerrr. They were afraid that perhaps the telephone was 
tapped by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, is that it ? 

Mrs. Harti. Well, the main reason that a member of the under- 
ground wouldn’t use the telephone in order to keep contact with any- 
one else was that his location might be found out. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Now you said that Henry Huff was one of the persons 
present other than those you have already testified about. Who else 
was present ¢ ‘ ; 

Mrs. Harrie. Jack Lawrie, Sr. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you spell that, please ? 

Mrs. Hartie. L-a-w-r-i-e, 

Mr. Kunzic. Car you identify him further ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was organizational secretary of the central region 
of King Cow ty of the Communist Party in the latter part of the 
1940's and 1950 and lived in that area. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did Helen Huff attend with Henry Huff? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; Helen Huff was often present at the meetings 
with Hey ry Huff. 

Mr. Kunzic. Isshe his wife? 

Mrs. Harrie. She was his wife. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know her to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: I knew her to be a member of the Communist 
Party. She was the North King County organizer of the Communist 
Party in the period before I left Seattle and a member of the district 
committee. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was discussed at these meetings ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Quite a lot of discussion would revolve around how 
we could keep our presence from being known, either to authorities 
or to anyone else. We often discussed whether we had seen anyone, 
whether anyone had recognized us, whether it was necessary to move, 
and then the question of earning a living came in for quite a lot of 
discussion, too—what kind of place you could work in so that too 
many people wouldn’t see you; 1t wasn’t considered very wise to work 
in a pl: vce like a restaurant, but there was also the problem. of being 
able to obtain other e mployme nt, and so those sort of questions were 
discussed a great deal. Then Communist Party policy was to some 
extent re ussed and literature was passed. But the underground did 
not have, in my experience at least, any very coherent or very det ailed 
report from the Communist Party as such. 

Mr. Kunzic. While you were in this underground, were you active 
as a Communist in the sense of going to meetings and typical things? 

Mrs. Harrie. Not at all. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of course you were even a more dedicated Communist, 
if possible, in this special line of underground work that you were 
doing ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That was considered so, and so told to us by Henry 
Huff. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now you have mentioned Mary Guilmet and Jack 
Lawrie, Sr., as couriers. Did you have any other courier contacts? 

Mrs. Hartie. One courier who made several contacts while Ralph 
Hall and I were in Tacoma was William K. Dobbins. 

Mr. Kunzie. And you knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I knew him to be a member of the district board 
and the district committee of the Communist Party 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us any further identification, any address 
or anything of that nature ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. He lived in the Ballard area and was an officer one 
time of the Building Service Employees Union, Local 6. 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. Now did Henry Huff ever advise you of any similar 
underground assignments given to any other people and, if so, would 
you please name these other people? 

(At this point Mr. Clardy returned to the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Hartie. Henry Huff did advise us on several occasions—two 
or three occasions—of other persons who had been sent underground— 
whom he said had been sent underground. 

Mr. Kunzia. So your testimony now is as to what Henry Huff has 
told you? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, as to what he had told me. And I can remember 
of him mentioning that George and Rosella Bailey—— 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that name? 

Mrs. Hartir. R-o-s-e-l-l-a B-a-i-l-e-y 

Mr. Kunzic. Now aside from the fact of the hearsay of what Huff 
had told you, did you, of your own knowledge, know these two people 
to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I knew of my own knowledge that they were 
members of the Communist Party. 

George Bailey was a member of the section committee of the water- 
front section and an officer of the longshoremen’s branch of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Rosella Bailey was organizational secretary of the central region of 
the Communist Party. 

Both of them lived in the East Madison area. They had an apart- 
ment in the East Madison area. 

Henry Huff told me that Dell and Pearl Castle had been sent and 
had gone underground. 

Mr. Kunzia. Could you identify them further, please? 

Mrs. Harrier. Dell C ‘astle I knew in the Communist Party as 1 mem- 
ber, and he was once organizer of the southwest Washington region of 
the Communist Party. 

Pearl Castle I had known as a member of the Communist Party, as 
a person involved in Communist Party cultural activities—entertain- 
ment activities. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about Baba Jeanne Decker? You have already 
talked about her this morning. 

Mrs. Harrie. Henry Huff told me that Baba Jeanne Decker had 
been sent underground and had gone underground. She had been 
organizer of the Tacoma region of the Communist Party, a member 
of the district committee and lived in Tacoma when last I knew her 
as a member. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Are there any others, please ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Stan Henrickson, I believe it is. 

Mr. Kunzic. H-e-n-r-i-c-k-s-o-n ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes; that is correct. In my communication with him 
formerly I had used the name Henderson and had never been corrected 
by him, but I have reason to believe that his name is Henrickson now. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know him to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes. I knew him as Northwest regional organizer 
of the Communist Party in the Bellingham, Sedro-Wooley, Everett 
area. ; 

Mr. Kunzia. Any others? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was told by Huff that Car] Backlund had gone un- 
derground. 
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Carl Backlund had been organizational secretary of the waterfront 
section of the Communist Party, and Huff told me that he had been 
sent, when he went into the underground, into the Northwest area of 
the State of Washington. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about Gordon Moir ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Gordon Moir and Ted Dokter. Huff told me that 
both of them had heen sent underground and had gone underground. 

Ted Dokter and Gordon Moir were both leaders of the Communist 
Party in southwest Washington, had both been members of the district 
committee. 

(At th s point Mr. ¢ lardy left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know a Merrill Kimple? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was told by Huff that Merrill Kimple was doing 
something along this line, but 1t was never clear whecher he was under- 
eround or not underground to me, but his name was mentioned. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Merrill Kimple to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes; I did. I knew him as South King County re- 
gional organizer of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about Clayton Van Lydegraf ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was told by Huff—and this was a little later—that 
Clay ton Van Lydegraf had fone underground and was assuming some 
type of underground responsibility. I had known him as the North- 
west district organizational secretary of the Communist Party, mem- 
ber of the district board and district committee. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would it be correct to say that Huff had—how shall I 
put It ¢ breached Communist Party security by telling you these 
miatters ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No; I don’t believe so. I believe that the underground 
State committee was supposed to have some idea ot who they could 
rely on in the event that he had to assume leadership. 

Mr. Kunzic. So that it is possible for underground Communist 
Party members to have some knowledge then of who are other under- 
ground Communist Party members? 

Mrs. Hartie. Well, yes, through being told so by the direct organ- 
izer, but I did not know their addresses or did not see them. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now to a very serious question, Mrs. Hartle. In the 
event the United States engaged in armed conflict with the Soviet 
Union, or anything of that nature, what would be the position of this 

lerground group of the Communist Party ? What would be their 
functions ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. The functions of this underground group, as I under- 
stood them, would be ho different from the functions of an open leader- 
ship. 

The reason given for being underground is that you would be ar- 
rested if you were above ground—or might be; so the underground 
is for the purpose of being able to continue to operate. 

Now as to what the position would be—the position of the under- 
ground leadership: As I understand it, it wouldn’t be any different 
from the position of an open leadership. It is the position of the Com- 
munist Party that is the point here, as best as I was told and under- 
tood it. 

The position of the Communist Party of the U.S. A.. as expressed 
by William Z. Foster, was that the Communist Party, U.S. A., will 
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not support a war of aggression by the United States against thes Soviet 
Union. Foster said this in support of similar statements by Togliatti, 
head of the Communist Party of Italy, and of a similar statement by 
a French leader of the Communist Party of France, and that is the 
way the question was placed by Foster, taking it for granted that if 
there ever were a war between the United States of America and Soviet 
Russia that the United States must be the aggressor, and then to say 
that the Communist Party will not support a war of aggression. And 
that is the way the Communist terminology and reasoning goes on 
that question. 

Mr. Jackson. Then to put it quite bluntly, in the event of any pos 
sible hostilities for any reason between the United States of America 
and the Soviet Union, the loyalty of those in the underground would 
be expected to be on the side of the Soviet Union? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; it would be expected, and it would be, if they 
were Communists. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I think it is appropriate at that point for me to read a 
paragraph again from the Communist Manifesto, quoting from Mr. 
Stalin. Iam reading from page 12 of this American Bar Association 
booklet on communism, Marxism, and Leninism that I referred to yes 
terday, where Stalin quotes Lenin as follows: 

The main task of contemporary communism in Western Europe and 
America is to acquire the ability to seek, to find, to determine correctly 
the concrete path or the particular turn of events that will bring the 
masses right up to the real, decisive, last, and great revolutionary 
struggle. 

We do not know which spark will kindle the conflagration. 

Then there is the question : 

Can a country in which the dictatorship of the proletariat has been 
established consider itself fully guaranteed against foreign intervention 
and consequently against the restoration of the old order without the 
victory of the revolution in a number of other countries? 

A question which must be answered in the negative. What is needed is 
the ability to find at any moment that particular link in the chain which 
must be pressed in with one stroke to gain control of the whole chain 
and pass without a hitch to the next link. 

I think that is especially appropriate in view of the present world 
conditions and the aggressive move of military and subversive com- 
munism in certain portions of Europe and now in Indochina and 
in that part of the world, to say nothing of Korea. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you very much, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, may I bring up this point in order 
to clarify a part of the testimony given by the witness ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

(At this point Mr. Clardy returned to hearing room. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. As I understand your testimony, Mrs. Hartle, you said 
that the Communist Party would not support a war of aggression 
by the United States against Soviet Russia. 

Mrs. Harttx. That is the Communist Party’s position ; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. And, as I understand your testimony, it is that the 
party has already determined that any war between the United States 
and Soviet Russia would be considered by the party as a war of ag- 
gression on the part of the United States ¢ 
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Mrs. Hartie. That I am completely certain of. 

Mr. Scuerer. So that the die has already been cast ? 

Mrs. Harte. That is the point. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just one other question, while I have the floor. 

Did the party, particularly the underground, cache away any equip- 
ment, such as typewriters or mimeograph machines, in the event that 
the equipment then in use by the party were taken or confiscated by 
the authorities or otherwise destroyed ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I was told by Huff, and there had been discussion 
even before I left Seattle, that such steps had to be taken—that print- 
ing equipment, lithograph equipment, paper, typewriters and other 
kinds of equipment, to make it possible to put out a newspaper or 
leaflets, had to be put away in a secure place in the event that it was 
impossible to secure it by just going out and buying it at a later date. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know of any other equipment other than the 
type that you have mentioned that was cached away for future emer- 
gency use ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No. I don’t remember anything except that type of 
equipment. I don’t believe there was any other. There is a possi- 
bility that there would be some auxiliary material that I haven’t 
mentioned. 

Mr. Scurrer. Do you know of any secret funds or any secret ac- 
counts of the party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. There was discussion of a reserve fund for the under- 
ground in this district. That reserve fund, as far as I know, did not 
materialize. I couldn’t be too sure of it, but at least I never saw 
any evidence of it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you in that part of the underground that dealt 
with sabotage ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No, no. 

Mr. Scuerer. There was an underground unit that dealt with 
sabotage, was there not 4 

Mrs. Harrie. Not that I knew of. 

Mr. Scuerer. Not that you knew of? 

Mrs. Hartie. Not tomy knowledge, no. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have nothing further. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, isn’t it a fact, however, that such a unit or 
other types of units could and probably would exist without your 
knowing about it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, certainly don’t rule it out of the realm of possi- 
bility, and the reason that I don’t is that when the Communist Party 
says that you are giving your life, especially a functionary, you put 
the Communist Party before everything and have such an extremely 
dedicated approach and such an extremely strong attachment to Soviet 
Russia that it follows to me very logically and easily that in the event 
of a certain type of situation the Communist Party would engage in 
sabotage. . 

_ Mr. Crarpy. The point that I was trying to get at was this: Isn’t 
it the Communist Party tactic to see to it that one individual member 
knows as few of the other members in other cells as possible in order 
to prevent the FBI or other agencies of Government from unraveling 
the whole thing, like grabbing on one end of a sock when you start 
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that process? Isn’t it a fact, therefore, that if there had been the 
kind of underground cell that Congressman Scherer mentioned that 
it would have been necessarily concealed from the rest of you who 
were not in that particular section ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I believe that would be the case. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you yield a moment, Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Of course we recall the testimony of Robert Glad- 
nick, who was before the committee in New York. He told us in 
great detail of the instructions he received and then later communi- 
ated to selected individuals with reference to sabotage. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I make this observation ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doy le. 

Mr. Dorie. I have in my hand this booklet which Mr. Velde called 
attention to a bit ago ¢ ntitled “The American Way.” I note that this 
was published in March 1954, and is apropos of what Congressman 
Scherer brought out and the witness testified to: That the die was al- 
ready cast, which had been determined by the Communist Party of 
the United States—that if a war did come between the United States 
of America and the Soviet Union it would of course be an aggressive 
war and the fault of the United States. 

Let me read one paragraph on page 20 of this booklet. I quote: 

At the same time, the Communist Party emphasizes that the issue at the 
present time is not communism; the choice before our people today is peace, 
security, democracy versus the grip which the monopolists have on the country 
in their plans for fascism and war. 

Now that bears out the testimony of this witness that the Commu- 
nist Party in America has already determined that if there is a war 
it is at the fault of the United States of America. And this paragraph 
to a great extent, in my humble judgment, bears out that declared 
policy. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have a few more names that I wish to ask you about 
before the noon recess, Mrs. Hartle, not necessarily connected with the 
subject of underground which we have been discussing. 

Did you know a Hildur Josephine Hughes as a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you spell that name, please 

Mrs. Harrie. H-i-]-d-u-r Josephine H-u-g-h-e-s. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you identify her further, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew Josephine Hughes as a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the south King region. I knew her for a time as 
branch chairman of the Rainier Vista branch. I have known her 
through functionaries’ meetings and through south King County re- 
gional meetings, as a member of the Communist Party up to the time 
that I left Seattle in 1950. 

Mr. Kunzie. How about William Car] Shifferley ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew William Carl Shifferley as a member of the 
Communist Party, as an officer of the Communist Party in the Ana- 
cortes area, where he lived. I have met him at district functionaries’ 
meetings. 

Mr. Kunzie. George Russell ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. I knew George Russell as a member of the Communist 
Party in the south King region. He was a member with me of the 
Hal-Spring Club of the Communist Party, which was the aircraft 
club. 

Mr. Kunzic. Is that the sum total of identification that you can give 
us on him ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew him as a member of the regional committee 
of south King County. He had been employed at Boeing’s and was 
one of those fired by Boeing’s after the strike, around 1946 or 1947. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire é 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. By the way, did you ever know a man by the name 
of Vernon Todd Riley ¢ 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was your acquaintance with him ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew him as a member of the Communist Party in 
Spokane, Wash., in 1941-42. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you tell us a little more in detail about Vernon 
Te dd Riley ? 

Mrs. Harte. I remember that he was transferred to Spokane from 
Seattle sometime in 1941, that I received the transfer and that I went 
to his house to become acquainted with him. I knew him as a member 
of a professional club in Spokane. I remember that he was an officer 
of that club, either chairman or educational director, and probably he 
actually held both of those offices. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he pay dues to the party, do you know ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, 1 am sure he had to pay dues in order to be a 
member. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said you had received his transfer card ? 

Mrs. Harrie. His transfer, yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was his wife also a member of the party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I do not remember or recall] whether she was a member 
or not. She was present at some meetings. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you happen to remember the wife’s name ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Scuerer. How often have you had contact with Riley? 

Mrs. Harrie. Oh, I met with him in quite a large, large number of 
meetings. He was present at a class, a district leadership class, that 
I taught also in Spokane. 

Mr. Scurrer. At which there were only members of the Communist 
Party present ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, there were only members. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you say that he was an active member of the 
party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, he was one of the leaders of the Spokane section 
of the Communist Party at the time that I was organizer there in 1941 
and 1942. 

Mr. Scuerer. I would like to make an observation, Mr. Chairman, 
with reference to Riley at this point in the record. 

Vernon Todd Riley, until October 20 of last year, was employed 
by the United States Government in the Department of Health, Wel- 
fare, and Education as a laboratory technician. It was only when this 
committee wrote to the Department on October 12 about Riley that 
he was suspended as of October 20 of last year. 
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The investigation of this committee indicated that there was in his 
personal file in the Civil Service Commission a report on his activi- 
ties, and the information contained in that file has been substantiated 
almost word for word by the testimony given here by this witness. 

Riley was suspended within a few days after the Department re- 
ceived the communication from this committee. Riley testified subse- 
quently in Chicago and denied membership in the Communist Party, 
although he was identified by a number of other individuals. 

In view of this testimony, I think that this committee should con 
sider the possibility of referring Riley’s testimony to the Department 
of eee for perjury. 

Mr. Jackson. Certainly. On the facts as set forth by the gentleman 
ee there is every reason to believe that the matter will be taken 
up In executive session for the purpose of arriy Ing’ at a decision as to 
whether or not ail of the transcripts in the case will be forwarded to 
the Attorney General for possible issuance of a perjury charge. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have one more name that I would like to mention 
before the lunch break, Mrs. Hartle. 

Did you know Wayne Paschal as a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did know him as a member. He was a member 
of the south King region of the Communist Party. He lived out past 
South Park—in that area—out near along Military Road somewhere. 
He was a leader in the south King region of the Communist Party and 
he was a member of a small committee called the aircraft concen- 
tration committee, a committee which worked to devise policies to fur- 
ther the Communist Party’s aircraft concentration policy 

Mr. Kunzic. Now that ends this testimony at the moment, Mr. 
Chairman. 

I would like to make an announcement that it has come to the 
attention of the committee that Rev. Clinton Redwell, who was named 
here as a former member of the Communist Party yesterday, has ap- 
peared in the hearing room and he has stated that he desires very, 
very much to testify before this committee. He has stated that he was 
a member in 1948 and 1949 and that he is an ordained minister of the 
east Texas conference of the colored Methodist Episcopal Church. 

I recommend respectfully, Mr. Chairman, that Rev. Clinton Red- 
well be heard at the conclusion of the luncheon recess. 

Mr. Ja KSON. It is of course the established policy of the committee 
that in the event anyone is named in testimony that he has a right to 
appear to affirm or deny any such allegation; and, without objection 
from any member of the committee, Reverend Redwell will be the 
first witness this afternoon when the committee reconvenes at 2 p. m. 

Is there anything further on the part of the members ? 

Mr. Dorie. Apropos of that, do I understand that he has informed 
the committee that he was a member of the Communist Party in 1948 
and 1949? . 

Mr. Kunzia. That is correct, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, going back to Vernon Todd Riley, 
there are 1 or 2 questions I forgot to ask the witness. 

Mr. J ACKSON, Mr. Sche rer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you happen to know of any other individuals who 
knew Vernon Todd Riley as a member of the Communist Party? 
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Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Scurerer. Would you furnish the staff with the names of those 
individuals? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: I would be glad to do that. 

Mr. Scurrer. Is it more than one? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; it isseveral. 

Mr. Scuerer. The thing that I wanted to point out with reference 
to what I said about Riley was the fact that most of the information 
that this witness related was in the files of the Civil Service Commis- 
sion for a number years but nothing was done with reference to Riley’s 
employm ent by the Government of the United States until this com- 
mittee merely indicated that it was going forward with an investiga- 
tion insofar as Riley was concerned. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Wouldn't it be well at this point to ask her also to give 
the staff the names of places where she has met with Riley and the 
dates, if possible, of meetings that she has attended with him, and 


other details, so that we may be sure that we have all of the evidence 
that we need to submit to the Attorney General if we desire to do so? 
Mrs. Harrie. I will be ey to give whatever information I have. 
Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Hart le. at a more ap propriate time the com- 
mittee will express its thanks to you. I know that this is a consider- 


able and very tiring ordeal. We are most appreciative of your unfail- 
ing courtesy and your complete cooperation. 

With that, the committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock this 
afternoon. 

(W ™ nie te at ii; a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 


tZ p. 


1 Testimony of witnesses heard during the afternoon session is printed in pt. 5 of this 
series. 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 3 (SEATTLE) 
(Testimony of Barbara Hartle—Continued) 


THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 1954 


Unitep Strares House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE OF UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Seattle ° Wash. 
PUBLIC ITEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to recess, 
at 9:05 a. m., in room 402, County-City Building, Seattle, Wash., Hon. 
Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Clyde 
Doyle, and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff investigator, and Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee will be in order, please. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

I would like to recall to the stand this morning the witness who is 
now occupying the stand, Mrs. Barbara Hartle. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MRS. BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED 
BY SPECIAL UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA 
HALL 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, the committee is considering at this 
time legislation which has been referred to it regarding the Taft- 
Hartley non-Communist affidavits. 

Will you tell the committee, please, what you know of the attitude 
of the Communist Party with reference to that requirement of the 
Taft-Hartley Act relating to non-Communist affidavits ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The general position of the Communist Party is 
that it opposes that particular section of the Taft-Hartley Act very 
strongly, although its general position is also that it opposes the whole 
Taft-Hartley Act. But the special attention and interest of the Com- 
munist Party was to that affidavit clause—very much opposed to it. 

However, when the time came that certain unions felt it necessary 
to comply with this act, the Communist Party leaders, it was reported 
to me, nationally—and discussions were held loc ally——dec ided that it 
would be necessary for some officers in some unions and for some unions 
to comply with this act instead of taking a flat-out stand of being 
against it and refusing to sign. And the reason that was given by 
the national Communist Party leadership was that to refuse to sign 
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this would mean that certain labor leaders would lose important union 
connections through, of course, not being able to sign it, would not 
be able to stay in their offices. So it was decided that some people 
would sign this affidavit. especially if they weren’t too well known 
as Communists and—well, you might say could possibly get by with it. 

It was decided also that others would refuse to sign it, especially 
persons whose offices weren’t so important and persons who were so 
well known as Communists that they wouldn’t be able to get away with 
it, so to spe: ak. 

One of the approaches toward the problem that I heard about was 
that some of these officials who were going to sign, who had been and 
were members of the Communist Party, would send in letters of resig- 
nation to the Communist Party and resign from the Communist Party. 
I never did see any such letters sent in. I never did see any such let- 
ters, but I have heard discussion that such letters should be written of 
resignation 

later period, I became aware of the fact that people who had 
signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit were not considered as being out of 
the Communist Party and that was in connection with the under- 
ground. I was informed, through the underground channels, from 
Henry Huff, ane there were some persons in the Taft-Hartley class, 
the resignation class, if you please, who had to be organized sepa- 


rately inanw derground way and that these persons would be attached 
to the underground party, the underground setup. 
This attachment was never fu lly made. One visit was made by 


Ralph Hall in the underground in an attempt to get in touch with Giles 
Evans, a Communist Party member of Sedro-Woolley, who was sup- 
posed to have something to do with leading this Taft-Hartley setup. 

Ralph Hall told me that he was not able to see Evans, that Evans 
was not available or made himself unavailable, and later Huff told me 
that these Taft-Hartley people were acting as though they believed it 
wher they resigned from the Communist Party, that they weren *t car- 
rying on their meetings, they weren’t working in an organized way, 
and that this had to be corrected. 

The only other person whose name T learned in that connection was 
the name of Earl Ge oree in the Seattle area, who was also told to me 
og Hut T to be in that category. 

Mr. Tavenner. By being in that category, you mean to actually 
sign the non-Communist affidavit but nevertheless to continue in Com- 
munist Party activities, is that correct 2 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes, that is the understanding that IT had. These 
were called Taft-Hartley people. Ihad heard the discussions that they 
were to sign al d send in letters of 1 resigi ation. Whether they did so 
or not, I do not know. I never saw those letters. But they were called 
Taft-Hartley people, and they were. I was told they were thus or- 
ganized. and these names were given me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now I understand that it was the purpose of the 
Communist Party, from what you have said, that those who were less 
important in the party should go ahead and resign their positions 
rather than to sign the non-Communist affidavits? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, both less important in the party and less im- 
portant in the union office. 

Mr. Tavenner. But the real leaders of the Communist Party, who 
were also leaders in their respective unions, were advised to sign the 
non-Communist affidavit ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is the understanding that I had: That there 
were Important Communists and important ollices, and that for them 
to refuse to sign would mean that they could no longer be ofiicers and 
influence peop yle in these unions and in the labor movement, and that 
this would mean losing important connections for the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now do I understand that the purpose of writing 
letters of resignation was to create a sham situation by which it would 
appear that the person was no longer an actual me mber of the Com- 
munist Party; yet it was intended that he be organized underground 
so that his ide ntity as a Communist Party member be kept in security ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: that isthe case. What I heard about it was that 
it was merely a self-serving technicality. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. If that policy were followed, then the Taft-H: irtley 
Non-Communist Affidavit Act would have no etfect for the purposes 
for which it was designed, would it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that would seem to me to be the case. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. That being true, it becomes more important than 
ever that labor unions be alert in discovering who among its leaders 
are actually members of the Communist Party. Isn’t that true? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is true. Some experience that I have had 
as a Communist in the labor movement has thoroughly convinced me 
that 1 or 2 alert labor leaders in a union, as to the Communist Party, 
can be a very effective bar to the Communist Party gaining entrance 
there. This is even recognized among Communists. It is even said 
that some unions are very diflicult to get a start in because so-and-so 
are in there and are not apathetic about the situation but are on guard 
for their union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Alert leadership then within the union, you would 
say, is more important than any statutory provision that could be 
enacted ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. It does seem that way to me from my experience. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, your knowledge and experience with- 
in the Communist Party has been so vast and over such an extended 
period of time that we have not in a short hearing such as this been 
able to cover anything like your full knowledge and experience in the 
party, but I believe at this time, rather than to discuss special pro- 
visions or special experiences that you have had in the party, we should 
go back and make it plain what the organizational setup of the party 
is in this area and then go a little further in the development of mem- 
bership in the Communist Party. I believe you have spoken of this 
as being district No. 12, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes: it has been known as district No. 12. 

Mr. Tavenner. And district No. 13 is the area to the south of here, 
comprising California and other States? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is so. 

Mr. TAvenner. What area is comprised within district No. 12? 

Mrs. Harrir. The State of Washington alone was in 1950, when 
I left Seattle, the area that comprised this district. It was then called 
a State organization. 

Mr. TAVEN ner. At an earlier date was district 12 more all-inclusive ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. When I first joined the Communist Party in the 
early 1930's, the district included Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and 


Alaska. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the approximate dates when this 
district was divided into smaller districts, geographically ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The only actual change that took place was when 
Oregon, the organization in that State, became a separate State organ- 
ization 1n 1947. 

I think that I should explai n that an attempt was made to make 
Idaho a separate State organization. How successful that was, I don’t 
know. It was taking place at the time that I was leaving the are: 

Mr. Tavenner. In what category is Alaska now? 

Mrs. Harrie. At the beginning of World War IT, Andrew Remes 
expressed to me that there was no use in worrying about trying to 
keep contact with Alaska. After that time, during the war and after 
the war. I know of no organization in Alaska. It is possible, though, 
that individuals were writing back and forth. I . be lieve that 1 or 
branches had a member-at-large, in Alaska. Then in the latter part a 
the 1940’s the waterfront section of the Pisasleniening: Party spoke from 
time to time of a few contacts and members in Al:ska. 

I do know of two members who went from Seattle to Anchorage 
and who kept contact with the Communist Party waterfront section 
after they left here, and that was Norman Carpenter and his wife. 

Mr. TAvenner. Returning now to district 12, relating to the State 
of Washington, will you tell us now how the organization is broken 
down into sections or branches ? 

Harrie. In the last period that I was in Seattle and in the 
district, the organization was a district organization and then under 
regions. There was a region of northwest Washineton: there was a 
region of southwest Washington; there was a region of Spokane, and 
usually called a section because it was smaller; and there was a north 
King County region; a south King County region; and the water- 
front section which was not exactly a region but was more of a section. 
It was broken up that way. And there were clubs or branches or 
members besides that—small ones, like there are a few members in 
Vancouver, Wash., and in a few other places. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now were those regions broken up further into 
branches ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The regions were then broken up into sections. The 
big regions would have 2 or 3 or 4 sections. 

The region that I was the organizer of in 1948 and 1949 had 4 or 5 
sections of different areas. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which region was that ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That was the south King region, also called the air- 
craft region—aircraft concentration in that region. 

Mr. TavenneER. Since you have mentioned your work in that re- 
spect—I believe you have touched on it already in your testimony 
where was that work centered in the aircraft industry ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The south King region of the Communist Party, 
through a district decision, had as its assignment, concentration on 
the Boeing Aircraft Co. workers to attempt to gain members and 
influence among the Boeing workers, and specifically in the Aero 
Mechanics Union. of course, as the method of doing that. 

Mr. Tavenner. The employees in that plant were not confined to a 
particular union, were they ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There is one main important union, the Aero Me- 
chanics there, but it was possible to recruit other persons into the 
Communist Party who were not in that one main local. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, to what extent, 
if any, the Communist Party was successful, or unsuccessful, as the 
case may be, in its efforts to infiltrate that plant ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Well, my estimate of it—and I am certain that that 
was the estimate of the whole district leadership of the Communist 
Party—was that during the period of late 1947, 1948, and 1949, at the 
time that I was organizer in that region, that the efforts were almost 
entirely unsuccessful. From any standpoint of influence or success, 
you would have to say there was no success. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that not only was true as to the union or unions 
that you mentioned, but it was true as to employees generally in that 
point; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. TavenNer. Can you assign any special reason for the failure 
of the Communist Party and its concentration in that field 

Mrs. Harrie. I am sure that the heightened security regulations are 
the main reason. I feel that there is a subsidiary reason that is also 
important, and that is that the unions of the Boeing workers have had 
experience with Communists in the past and were able to throw off 
Communist leadership and membership in the past, and this, in my 
opinion, had quite a great deal to do with the inability of the Com- 
munist Party to make any headway into the union. 

I often thought to myself, since I was especially assigned on that 
work and trying to make headway, that the Boeing Airplane Co. and 
the union must have found ways to guide their members away from the 
Communist Party, because the possibility of making progress seemed 
virtually impossible. 

Mr. Tavenner. The failure of the Communist Party under your 
leadership, which I am certain must have been very capable, in its con- 
centrated effort at Boeing, deserves probably some study on the part 
of other great units of industry as to how communism may be suc- 
cessfully combated in industry. 

Now returning to the question of the organizational setup of the 
Communist Party, will you break down the sections to branches, as 
far as you can recall—I think you would be more familiar with that 
in the regions in which you weve at one time an organizer—and give 
us the Communist Party membership of the branches, as accurately 
as you can recall ¢ 

In giving us the names of any persons who were members of the 
Communist Party, I wish you would bear in mind several very import- 
ant things: One is that we do not want surmise or speculation, which 
[ am certain you are aware of, as to a person’s membership; it should 
be based upon your actual knowledge or based upon Communist Party 
activities known to you. 

I would like also that in the event you give us the names of persons 
who were members and you know that they were e xpelled at a later 
time or for any reason have withdrawn from the Communist Party 
that you also give the comittee the benefit of that informati-~ 

Now with that instruction, will you proceed, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. After the breakup of the regions, then there was the 
breakup into the sections, and all of the regions in Seattle had these 
sections under them—3 a t or 5 sections; and in the south King area 
there was a Duwamish Bend section. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may we interrupt the testimony of 
this witness at this point and call another witness ? 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes, certainly. 

(Witness temporarily excused. ) 

(Whereupon the committee proceeded to hear further testimony of 
Stanle y William Henrickson, which is printed in pt. 6 of this title. 
At 9:45 a. m., he was excused from the stand, and the hearing con- 
ane: as follows:) 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MRS. BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED 
BY SPECIAL UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHALL DOROTHEA 
HALL 


Mr. Tavenner. Before you start to further answer the question I 

asked you, Mrs. Hartle, about membership in the Communist Party, I 
recall that in your earlier testimony you referred to a person as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party by the name of Jess Fletcher. You re- 
call that, do you? 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes;I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred to his having been a member without 
any further qualification. 

Do you know whether he is now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. It is my belief that he is not a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what do you base your belief? 

Mrs. Hartie. On public statements of his that I have read in which 
he comple tely disavows any affiliation and expresses his opinion that 
the Communist Party is not a good organization but a bad one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you rec all whether or not he testified in the Can- 
well hearing and at that time made public the fact that he had been a 
member of the Communist Party and had withdrawn from it? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I recall that. 

Mr. Tavenner. And gave such facts to that body as he had within 
his knowledge? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember whether or not he was expelled 
from the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was expelled from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall when or anything of the circum- 
stances ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I recall that he was expelled after giving his testi- 
mony. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he given a trial or a hearing? 

Mrs. Hartte. I remember no trial. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Now if you proceed, please, to give us 
the names of those whom you know of your own personal knowledge to 
have been members of the Communist Party within district 12. 

Mrs. Harrie. The names that I am most familiar with were some 
of those who were members in the South King region of the 
Communist Party, of which I was organizer in 1948 and 1949, and 
therefore very closely in touch with the membership. 

One of the clubs of the South King region was the Aircraft Club. 
It was also called the Hal-Spring C lub. This club consisted of per- 
sons who had formerly worked in Boeing’s but had been fired by Boe- 
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ing’s. It consisted of a few persons who were then working in Boe- 
ing’s, who were fired later, and it consisted of a few persons who never 
had worked j in Boeing’s but were in there either as wives of members 
or in some other capacity, to help keep this club going. Members in 
this club were: 

Vi Russell, she had worked in Boeing’s and was not rehired after 
the 1946-47 strike. She lived quite far out in the south Seattle ares 

George Russell, her husband, who had also formerly worked at 
Boeing’s, was not rehired after the strike and who was a member of 
this club and also lived in the same place as his wife. 

George Graham, a man who had worked at Boeing’s, whom I had 
known as a member of the Communist Party in Spokane in the middle 
1930’s, whom I did not know to be organizationally connected with 
the party until after he left Boeing’s, at which time he became a mem- 
ber of this club, the Hal-Spring Club. He lived near the Boeing plant 
in South Park. 

Stacey Cole was a man who had been employed at Boeing’s, who 
was also fired or not rehired, who lived in the central Seattle area 
around the Broadway district. 

Merrill Kimple, who had also formerly worked at Boeing’s, who 
had not been rehired after the strike and who lived in the far north 
part of Seattle and was a member of this club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not he is the same person 
who appeared on the witness stand here yesterday ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; Ido. That is the same person. 

I was a member of this club. I had never worked at Boeing’s but 
as organizer of the South King region, with the objective of pene- 
trating Boeing’s, it was considered advisable that I should be a mem- 
ber of this important club. 

Gus Carlson was a member of this club, because he was organiza- 
tional secretary of the region at the time, and he was a member of it 
for the same reason that I was. It was considered an important club, 
important to the whole region. He lived in the central area of Se: attle, 
had been a former lumber worker, and I believe that about covers him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you continue with the membership in the South 
King region ? 

Mrs. Hartir. Some of the members of the South King region that 
I can remember—and some of these have been discussed before and 
perhaps I should just indicate that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where you recall their names having been men- 
tioned before, just omit that, please. 

Mrs. Harrie. Fern Kerr, wife of Frank Kerr, lived near Renton 
and was the literature director of the South King region. 

Leo Canafax, husband of Caroline Canafax who has been men- 
tioned. He was the press director of the South King region and lived 
in the Duwamish Bend housing project. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I interrupt you there? 

Are you acquainted with Caroline Canafax ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any relationship between Caroline Canafax 
and Leo Canafax? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, they are husband and wife. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Caroline Canafax was known 
by any other name? 
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Mrs. Harrie. I knew her first as Caroline Newburger, and she 
was always called Kelly Newburger. Kelly was the name she was 
generally known by. 

Mr. Tavenner. The reason I mention that is that Reverend Redwell, 
who testified here yesterday, made reference to a person by the name 
of Kelly, who was responsible for bringing him into the Communist 
Party. Do you know whether that is the same person as Caroline 
Canafax ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is the same person, and I know that they 
were both members of the same club, the Duwamish Bend Club. 

John Zobrist was for a time organizational secretary of the South 
King region and lived in the white center area. 

Jim Garretson was a branch chairman of the Highland Park branch 
in the Renton area and lived in that Highland Park housing project 
and was expelled from the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Jim Garretson, his wife, who was a member of the Highland 
Park Club, lived also in the Highland Park housing project. 

John Davis. I believe he has been mentioned before. 

Sally Davis, wife of John Davis, was a member of the Communist 
Party in the Renton Highlands housing project club and was an officer 
of that club. 

Dale Maloney was a member of the Renton Club of the Communist 
Party. 

Peter Lundin was a member of the Renton Club of the Communist 
Party and lived in that area. 

Mrs. Peter Lundin, his wife, was a member of the Renton Club of 
the Communist Party and lived in that area. 

Thorun Robel was a member of the Kennydale Club of the Com- 
munist Party, lived in that area, and was chairman of that club. 

Roy Jackson was a member of a club in the Renton area and was 
expelled from the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Roy Jackson, his wife, was a member of the Communist Party 
in the Renton area. 

Dorothy Paschal, the wife of Wayne Paschal, who has been men- 
tioned before, was a member of a club in the Duwamish area, the 
Duwamish section of the Communist Party, and lived the same ad- 
dress out along Military Road that I had described for Wayne Paschal. 

Zella Apt was a member of the South Park Club of the Communist 
Party, was organizational secretary of the Duwamish section and lived 
in the South Park area. 

Roy Apt, her husband, was a member of the South Park Club and 
lived in the same area. 

Douglas Apt, son of Zella and Roy Apt, was a member of the South 
Park Club and also lived with his parents at the same address. 

Mr. Veupr. At this point, Mr. Counsel, I think we are ready for a 
short. recess. 

After the recess I, as chairman, Mr. Clardy, Mr. Scherer, and Mr. 
Frazier will continue with these hearings, and I appoint Mr. Jackson 
and Mr. Doyle to preside at a hearing in executive session in the com- 
missioner’s room. 

The committee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 10:07 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 10:17 a.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 10:25 a. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 
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(Messrs. Jackson and Doyle are not present in the hearing room.)* 

Mr. Vevpe. The committee will be in order, please. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time that recess was called, Mrs. Hartle, you 
were giving us the names of persons whom you knew to be members 
of the Communist Party in district 12. Will you continue please / 

Mrs. Harte. Yes. 

Pearl Thrasher was a member of the South King region of the Com 
munist Party. She had once worked at Boeing’s and had been fired. 
She was for a time the press director of the Souvh King region of the 
Communist Party and before that had been elected and served as 1ep- 
resentative in the Washington State Legislature. 

Mr. Tavenxer. Do you know whether or not she was a member of 
the Communit Party at the time she served in the legislature ? 

Mrs. Hant! E. ] believe that she Was. | have | een told Dy Communist 
I-arty leaders that she was. 

John Watson was a member of the Rainier Valley section of the 
Communist }arty and an officer in the Rainier Vista club, a Negro 
man, a young man, who lived in the Rainier Valley area. 

Bill Shemeria was a member of the Communist Party in the South 
King area, lived in the South Seattle-Rainier Valley area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, may I make another suggestion ¢ 

In the event that you recall that any of the persons that you are 
naming are now deceased, do not make reference to them; there would 
be no point in doing so. 

Mrs. Harrie. Bill Hughes. husband of Josephine Hughes, was a 
member of a Rainier Valley branch of ae Communist Party in the 
South King region and lived near Lake Washington—south. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You say he is the husband of Josephine Hughes? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNeEr. Have you previously identified Josephine Hughes? 

Mrs. Hartte. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is her occupation, if you know? 

Mrs. Harrie. She was a teacher in the Seattle public-school s 
tem. That was her occupation, and she had been an officer of a shee 
in the south King region. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she hold that office at the same time that she 
was a teacher in the public-school system ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, sir; she did. 

Dan Maletta was a member of the south King region in the Rainier 
Valley area and lived in that area. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should go back and ask you whether or 
not Josephine Hughes was discharged from her position as a teacher 
in the public schools ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I had read that in the newspapers since I had been 
arrested and had come back to Seattle. 

Harriet Pierce was a member of the Georgetown club of the Com 
munist Party, of which I was also a member for a time, and lived for 
Q i in that area. Also she lived and had a hamburger stand out 

1 Bothell Way and still maintained her membership in that George- 
town club. She had once worked in the postal departme nt and had 
been discharged and was interested in fighting the case and, when 
she received no interest from the Communist Party leadership, ap- 
parently did nothing further about it. 


mecpiinenaaielatinanse 
1 Concurrently with this public hearing, Representatives Jackson and Doyle were con- 
ducting an executive session which is printed in pt. 6 of this series, 
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Mary Brodine was a member of the Georgetown club of the Com- 
munist Party and lived on the west side of Beacon Hill. She was the 
chairman of the Georgetown club for a period of time. 

Ethel Roark was a member of the Georgetown club, was secretary 
of the club for a time, lived in Georgetown, where she had a small 
women’s dress shop. 

Helen Bradley was a member of a club in the south King region 
out toward the White Center area and lived in that area. 

Keith Bradley, her husband, was also a member of a club in that 
area and also lived in that area. 

Mrs. Redwell, wife-of Reverend Redwell, was for a short time mem- 
ber of the Duwamish Bend club and lived in the Duwamish Bend 
housing project at that time. 

Mr. ‘TAvENNER. Did she leave the Communist Party at or about the 
same time that her husband testified that he left the party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I believe she left it earlier. I believe she left on a 
vacation and became disconnected earlier, as I remember it. 

Cecil Daily was a member of the Georgetown club of the Com- 
munist Party; lived in that area at that time. 

Mary Salvus. I believe she may have been discussed before. She 
was a member of the Alki club of the Communist Party in West 
Seattle, member of the women’s commission of the district for a time. 

John Salvus, her husband, was also a member of the Alki club, lived 
in the Alki Point area, and had once been en iployed at Boeing’s. 

Mrs. Phil Ceis, wife of Phil Ceis, was a member of the Alki branch 
of the Communist Party, ane on Alki Point, was a member for a 
short period of time, and never active in the affairs of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. I recall that you identified in the earlier part of 
your testimony a person by the name of Philip Luther Ceis. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the same person ? 

Mrs. Hartie. That is the same person. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that is the husband of the person you are now 
identifying? 

Mrs. Hartie. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you testified in connection with the hus- 
band that he was a building contractor in the city of Seattle. 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that from time to time you received donations 
from him for Communist Party purposes? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: that is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you solicit and receive contributions from other 
persons in the community who were financially able to make substan- 
tial contributions to the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. most of the contributions that I collected did 
come from members of the Communist Party in the forms of a day’s 
pay, month’s pay, week’s pay, in that type of campaign, being in the 
organizational phase. However, I do remember that I collected funds 
sometimes from persons who di d almost nothing but contribute funds 
and were a source of funds for the party. 

One of the persons whom T contacted 12 or 15 times for funds for 
the Communist Party was Henry Shain, S-h-a-i-n. He had a drug 
store at about Eighth and Union. and I contacted him at that drug 
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store a number of times and received amounts—oh, from $10, $15, or 
$20 for the work of the Communist Party. And this varied during 
the period from 1943 to 1950. There would be lapses, but I would in 
some phi ise of work go back again and collect some funds. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you pronounce that name again ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Shain. S-h-a-n-e is the way I have spelled it. I have 
also seen it spelled S-h-a-i-n.' 

Mr. Cirarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire at this point? 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, in many other hearings it has been brought 
out that periodically and regularly contributions have been sought to 
keep the Daily Worker in operation. Was that true out here? Was 
there a speci: al campaign put on every so often with the sob story that 
it was going to fold up if the brethren didn’t contribute ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, a part of the work for funds in this district was 
for the Daily Worker. 

Mr. CLarpy. You said something else. You used the word “substan- 
tial” in connection with the contractor a moment ago. What did you 
mean by that? Did he contribute regularly in some stated amounts 
that you can remember or what was the fact 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, by “substantial,” in the field of work that I 
was in was that if someone gave $100 or $200, it was a great help on 
our quotas, because we always had quotas to fulfill. However, in the 
light of the whole district, you would not view $100 as what you would 
call a substantial sum; it would be nearer $1,000 which would be con- 
sidered a really substantial contribution to the district. 

Mr. Ciarpy. This contractor or this man that you have identified, 
Witness—— 

Mrs. Harrie. Ceis. 

Mr. TavennNer. The name of the contractor was Philip Ceis. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It was spelled oddly and I wanted to be positive. 

Then would you say that he contributed over a period of time in the 
amount of several thousand dollars ¢ 

Mrs. Hartie. Well, I think it could easily have added up to a couple 
of thousand dollars. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you advise the committee more definitely as to 
the period of time over which you solicited funds from Mr. Shain? 
Mrs. Harrie. That was during the period of about 1943 to 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of your own knowledge that he knew 
that you were a member of the Communist Party when he made those 
contributions ? 

Mrs. Hartiz. Yes, I am sure that he knew that I was an officer of 
the Communist Party and that he knew very well who I was and that 
I was an officer of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what do you base your statement that he had 
that. knowledge? 

Mrs. Hart ie. I base it on the type of conversation that we held and 
on the fact that he couldn’t have known me as anything else in the 
city of Seattle, because that was my occupation and that was the work 
that I did morning, noon, and night. I had no other occasion to visit 
him for anything else except for the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavenNER. Were you known openly in Seattle as a functionary 
of the C ommunist Party ? 


1 This indi ivid ial testified on June 17, 1954, and gave his name as Henry Shain. 
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Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I was an open functionary of the Communist 
Party from 1942 mal 1950 and spoke regularly at all Communist 
Party closed meetings and spoke openly as a Communist many, many 
times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not during the course of 
the period when he was making these contributions that he had any 
other means of knowing that you were a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. If there had been the slightest doubt in his mind as 
to who I was or what he was contributing to, he could have found out 
from other persons with whom he was also associated. who I was. I 
have no reason to believe that he had any doubt at all. There was no 
reason to have any doubt. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting at 
which he was present ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I remember a Communist Party meeting to which 
he came in Victory Hall. It was called Victory Hall by the Com- 
munist Party, and that was at Third and Marion Street. It was in 
either 1943 or 1944. Or late 1943 or early 1944, 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were these contributions made to you in cash or were 
there ever times when it was by check or money order or some other 
form 4 

Mrs. Harrie. They were made in cash. 

Mr. CLrarpy. Were any receipts issued by you 

Mrs. Harrie. No, no receipts were issued. 

Mr. a arDY. You, however, had to account to someone above you, 
a little higher echelon, did you not 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, other persons, when I turned the money in, 
knew that I had collected the money and knew where it came from. 

Mr. Crarpy. So that they could check back to see whether or not 
you were turning in all that you had collected 4 

Mr. Harrie. Yes. 

Mrs. Cuarpy. That is all, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mrs. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what knowledge you 
have, if any, as to whether or not Mr. Shain was a member of ‘the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Remembering seeing him present at a membership 
meeting of the Downtown Branch was one of the things that led me 
to understand that he was a member, convinced me that he was a 
member, because no one else but a Communist would come. 

Mr. ‘TAavenner. Is that the same meeting that you referred to a 
moment ago / 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. At Victory Hall? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that a closed meeting of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. That was a closed meeting. It was a branch meet- 
ing and a closed meeting, and I have seen his name several times on 
membershi p lists of the Downtown Branch in connection with reregis- 
Lration work. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What would be the occasion for you to see such a 
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list? Is that the official list of the Communist Party to which you 
refer / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that was the membership list of the Downtown 
Branch. The occasion was that inasmuch as 1 was engaged in organ- 
izational and ors ganizing type of work, I was always very much closely 
involved with the reregistration of the membe ‘rship, and when I went 
into an area, into a club or section to help with the reregistration, 
in going over the list to see who was registered and who was not regis 
tered and still had to be visited, I saw many of the membership lists. 
I definitely remember his name on that list. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any other incident or fact which would 
have a bearing on your testimony that he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, about the only other way that I can describe 
his membership is that he was what I considered at least an inactive 
member of the Communist Party, that he was active at least within 
the Communist Party—that his main contribution to the Communist 
Party was in the line of making financial contributions and relative Ly 
small ones; and whatever activity that he engaged in, if my memory 
serves me, was not within the organizational setup of the Communist 
Party, as such—I mean not as a branch officer or as a section officer 
or something like th: it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you advise the committee more definitely about 
the nature of the contributions which you solicited from him; that is, 
the purpose for which they were to be used and to what extent, if any, 
you discussed those matters with Mr. Shain ¢ 

Mrs. Hartie. Well, the funds that I solicited from Mr. Shain were 
always direct funds for the Communist Party. The way I distinguish 
that is that there were so-called broader fund drives and broader names 
used in order to solicit funds around one issue and another from the 
people who were not members of the Communist Party, but I never 
found it necessary to explain to Mr. Shain what I wanted the money 
for or what it was to be used for. I came for the contribution and it 
was in the nature of to the sustaining fund of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Crarvy. He knew then when you came in, without any word 
of explanation, what your mission really was? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It would have been superfluous then to have explained 
anything to him? 

Mrs. Harrie. I think he would have thought I was a little bit stupid 
toexplainittohim. I didn’t have toexplain it to him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any discussion with his wife on the 
subject ee 

Mrs. Harrie. No. I did have a discussion with her one time. She 
was with him in Victory Hall and the only thing that I can remember 
about that is that she apparently very highly disapproved of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall about the last occasion? When was 
the last occasion when you solicited funds from Mr. Shain? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I do. I remember making several contacts in a 
row. more or less on a monthly basis for a period in late 1949, early 
1950, on a sort of monthly sustaining fund basis; for several months’ 
period I made that contact with him and received funds. 

48069—54—pt. 34 
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Mr. Tavenner. On those occasions did he ask you any question as 
to what use was to be made of the money which he w: as contributing ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No. What I did was walk into the store and wait 
until he wasn’t busy and take the money and leave—on most occasions 
when he had customers. Sometimes we discussed one matter or 
another 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he refuse at any later date to make contribu- 
tions to the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Not to me he didn’t. I didn’t go back, because I went 
into other work, but he never refused: the last contact was successful 
in getting funds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you were identifying Mrs. Phil Ceis when we 
got into this subject. W il you continue, ple: ase ? 

Mrs. Hartie. She was a member of the Alki branch of the Com- 
munist Party for a short period of time and lived in the Alki Point 
aren 

Horace Conrad was a member of the Communist Party in the west 
Seattle area and lived in that area. One of his main contributions was 
to paint signs for Communist Party affairs. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mrs. Hartie. C-o-n-r-a-d. 

Mabel Conrad was also a member of the Alki branch of the Com- 
munist Party, lived in that area. She has served as branch officer of 
a west Seattle branch in the south King region. She was also at the 
same time an official in the Washington Pension Union. I believe her 
title was secretary. 

Emma Harman was a member of a branch of the west Seattle area, 
belonged to the Alki club. She had engaged in the past in legislative 
work, was a representative at the legislature. I did not know her then 
as a member of the Communist Party, but I have heard others discuss 
her as a member of the Communist Party at that time. I knew her in 
1948-49 as a member. 

Elmer Harman, husband of Emma Harman, lived at the same ad- 
dress as she did, was a membet! ot the Alki branch. 

Lorraine Hester was a member of the Alki branch of west Seattle of 
the ean Party, was employed in some full-time capacity by 
the Washington Pension Union. I believe the title was treasurer. 

Alice Kinney. Her former name was Alice Balmer Kinney. She 
was a member of the west Seattle section of the Communist Party, had 
once been a full-time organizational representative of the Northwest 
district in the middle 1940’s, worked full time for the Northwest 
district, and I knew her then as a member of the Communist Party. 

Katherine Plumb, often known as “Ketch” Plumb, was a member of 
a club in the west Seattle area in the 1948-49 period. I also knew her 
earlier when I first came to Seattle as the secretary of a section of King 
County and worked with |} her then in that capacity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that complete the names that you are presently 
able to recall from the south King region of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There are several names of an earlier period, of 1942- 
t5 that I was able to recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give them to us, please / 

Mrs. Harrie. One of those was Winifred Ceis, who was a member 
of the west Seattle section of the Communist Party and active in youth 
work of the Communist Party. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 617] 


Another one that I can remember from that period is Rachmeil 
T’orschmeidt, known as “Rocky.” I knew him at one time as organizer 
of the west Seattle section of the Communist Party. 

John Goforth was a member of the south King County Communist 
Party organization in a club around the White Center area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you give us the names of those that you 
can recall who were known to you to be members of the central region 
of the Communist Party of King County ? 

Mrs. Harrix. In the 1947 and 1950 period—that was the last period 
that I was in Seattle and acquainted—during this period I remember 
John Lawrie, Sr.—and I believe that all of these people lived in the 
central area of Seattle and, if not, I will make note of it. Perhaps 
that will save time. 

I knew John Lawrie, Sr., as a member years ago of the district com- 
mittee and as a member of the district review commission in this latter 
period. He is an old-time member of the Communist Party. 

Paul Bowen, who lived in the south Seattle area but was organizer 
of the central region of the Communist Party. 

Clark Harper, who lived in the central region, was organizer of the 
central region of the Communist Party. 

Marian Camozzi Kinney. I believe she has been discussed. 

Jack Lawrie, Jr., son of John Lawrie, lived in the central area, was 
organizational secretary of the central region of the Communist Party, 
had worked at Boeing’s and was not rehired after the strike. 

Betty Collins lived in that same area, had served as a branch officer 
in that area, tomy knowledge. 

Ann Carlson was a member of a club in the central region and had 
as her assignment from the Communist Party work in the Progressive 
Party. 

Oiva Halonen was a member of the Communist Party in the cen- 
tral region, lived in that area and was connected with the national 
groups work of the district. 

Tiami Halonen, his wife, was a member in the central region, had 
held branch officership, was also interested in and connected with 
national groups work, specifically among the Finnish people. 

Lenus Westman was a member of a club in the central region and 
lived in that area. Most of his Communist Party activities were in 
mass work at that time, like the Progressive Party or election work. 

Bill Cumming was a member in the central region, lived in the Yes- 
ler Terrace housing project. 

Dorothy Cumming, his wife, also aeies in the Yesler Terrace project 
and was a member of the club in that ar 

John Boan was a member of the coches club, which is part of 
the central region, was a member of the Washington Pension Union 
and did his work for the Communist Party in that capacity. 

Abe Bolotin was a member of the central region of the Communist 
Party, belonged to a club in the Madison Street area and was a long 
time member. I had known him in membership in the King County 
party from the time that I came until shortly before I left. 

Shorty Brooks, also known as William Brooks, which I be lieve was 
his given name, was a member of the downtown club of the Communist 
Party. He spent most of his activity in selling tickets on raffles and 
raising funds and traveled around on a motorcycle. 
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Gladys Castle Young was a member of a club in the central region. 
I had known her early as branch and section officer of the Communist 
Party and knew her then as a member of a club in that region. 

Ethel Kramer, member of the downtown club of the Communist 
Party, was active in selling People’s World, especially near the 
farmers’ market, and that was her main activity. She lived in the 
downtown area. 

Madeline Patteson or P-a-t-t-i-s-o-n—I am not sure of the correct 
spelling—known as “Patty,” was a member of the downtown club, I 
knew her once as literature director of the downtown club of the Com 
munist Party. 

Paula Alexander, | believe, has heen cliscussed. 

Kd Mayovsky was a member of a club in the central region, was a 


club officer and was known to me asa club officer. 
Ralph Davis was a member in the club in the central region. He is 
a Negro man. I remembe1 that he and some other person, possibly his 


brother, played music for some affairs. I have seen him at Commu 
nist Party meetings a number of times in the 37th district. 

Seward Frazier was a member of the Communist Party in the cen- 
tral region. He belonged to one of the 37th district clubs in that area 
and lived in that area. 

Kater Sumler was a member In) the central region, was a young 
Negro man and his Communist Party assignment was in youth work. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell his last name, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. S-u-m-l-e-r. 

Sarah Parker was a member of a club in the central ree 
an elderly Negro woman and was often active in helping get up social 
affairs for the Communist Party to raise funds. 

Louis Mouton was a member of a club in the central region who had 
transferred to that region during about this time from either Kirkland 
or Bremerton, and whom I had met with in my own home and spoken 
with about his transfer in his me mbership. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may we have a short break at this 
point ? 


rion. She is 


Mr. Veupr. Yes, the committee will stand in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 11:12 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 11:22 a.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 11:25 a. m., the hearing was reconvened. ) 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee will be in order, please. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, you identified a few moments ago a 
person by the name of Lenus Westman as a member of the central 
region branch of the Communist Party or section of the Communist 
Party. Do you know whether that individual had been at any time 
elected tothe Washington State Legislature ? , 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I do know that he was at one time elected and 
served in the Washington State Legislature. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether he actually served in the 
legislature or whether he was denied qualifications ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. There was such a problem that I read about in the 
Washington New Dealer of that time; and whether he actually served 
or not—I do know that there was a great problem before him as to 
whether he could serve or whether he was a member of the Communist 
Party and not eligible to serve. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was the question of his Communist Party member- 
ship involved in the question of whether or not he should be permitted 
to serve / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that was the question that was involved. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are not positive in your own recollection as to 
what the outcome of the dis} lute was, are you ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No, I am a I don’t remember all the details of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you recall whether or not he was per- 
mitted to serve ? 

Mrs. Harrie. My impression was that he was permitted to serve, 
but I am not certain. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you completed your statement of your present 
recollection of membership in the central] region 2 

Mrs. Harrie. There was an industrial section of the central region, 
and I do recall the names of some of the members of that industrial 
section. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give them to us, please? 

Mrs. Harrie. Elmer Thrasher was a member of this industrial see- 
tion. He lived inthe South Park area. His wife was Pearl Thrasher 
whom I have mentioned before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe Pearl Thrasher was the one who was 
elected to the State legislature, wasn’t she ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, she iS the one. Before going into the industrial 
section of the central region, Elmer Thrasher was for a short time 
organizer of the south King region of the Communist Party before I 
assumed that post. 

Mr. ‘TAveNNER. Will you tell the committee. please, whether or not 
there was any important function that Elmer Thrasher performed i 
the industrial section of the party 

Mrs. Harrie. He was chairman of a branch in the industrial section, 
in the building trades. He was a member of one of the building- trades 
unions, the carpenters’ union. 

Another one whom I recall is Ed Kroener. He lived in the Duwam- 
ish Bend area, in the Duwamish Bend housing project, with his wife 
Donna Kroener, who was a member of the south King region and the 
— amish Bend club, but he was a member of the industrial section 

iasmuch as he was a member of the machinists’ union, local 79. 

" Gene Robel., whom | have mentioned before, and Glen Kinney were 
also members of this industrial section. 

John Neill was a member of the painters’ branch in the industrial 
section. 

Jack Bitterman, then husband of Ruth Bitterman, was a member of 
this section in the machinists’ branch and was for a time chairman of 
that branch. 

Ray Campbell was also a member of the industrial section in the 
central region. He was a member of one of the A. F. of L. unions and 
in one of those branches, and he lived on Aurora, north—not on Aurora 
but in that Aurora north area is what I mean. 

At this point Mr. Doyle returned to the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Harte. There were other people that 1 can remember in the 
37th district branches in the 1942 to 1947 period, who at one time or 
another were members there. That was before the central region was 
organized. Some of these names were : 
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Herb Carr was a member who lived in the Jackson Street area, a 
Negro member of this 37th district branch. 

John Ragland was a Negro man who lived in this area and was a 
member of the branch for a time. 

Chuck Richardson was a member of the 37th district branch, lived 
in the 37th district area. 

These were branch members. 

Andy Marshall was a member of the 37th district branch. He was 
employed for a time in a steel mill in the West Seattle area. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson returned to the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Harrie. James Taylor was also a member in this 37th district 
branch and dropped out of the party before I left Seattle. 

All of these persons that I have mentioned I do not remember as 
members after 1947. They either disappeared—and in the case of 
Taylor, I definitely know that he dropped out of the party—quit the 
party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I dislike to have to interrupt the 
witness’ testimony so frequently, but our schedule is so full that we 
have to work it in the best way we can; and I would like to excuse the 
witness for the present time and call another witness. 

Mr. Vetpr. Very well. 

Witness was temporarily excused.) 

(Whereupon the hearing continued with the testimony of Henry 
Shain, which is printed in pt. 6.) 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN, THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 3 (SEATTLE) 
(Testimony of Barbara Hartle—Continued) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 1954 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-American AcTIvITIEs, 
Seattle, Wash. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 9 a. m., in room 402, County-City Building, 
Seattle, Wash., Hon. Donald L. Jackson (chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson, 
Gordon H. Scherer, and Clyde Doy le. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff investigator ; and Thomas W. Beale, clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

The Chair would like to make an announcement at this time to the 
effect that due to the heavy schedule and the fact that a number of 
important witnesses have not been heard up to this time the committee 
will be in session tomorrow, Saturday, from 9 a. m, until 5 o’clock in 
the afternoon. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TAvenNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Call your first witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, ples ase. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SPECIAL UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA HALL 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, at the time that I asked you to step 
aside from the witness stand yesterday you were giving us the names 
of persons known to you to have been members of the Communist Party 
in King County in the State of Washington. 

Will you continue, please, with other regions or sections of King 
County and give us the benefit of your information as to Communist 
Party members ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Ed Carlson was a member of the South King region of the Com- 
munist Party, a member of the South King regional committee for a 
time, and was also in the machinists’ branch of the Communist Party 
in the industrial section at one time. 
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Margaret Donaldson was a member in the Duwamish Club of the 
Communist Party in the South King region, lived in the Duwamish 
Bend housing project for a time. I especially knew of her member- 
ship through a conterence between herself, myself, and Ralph Hall 
regarding her membership status and some problems that she had 
regarding her child. 

James and Ruth Cleland were members of the Communist Party 
in the 37th district area in between 1942 and 1947, and I knew them 
somewhere between that time as members of the Communist Party 
and attended their club meetings with them during that time. 

In the Yesler Terrace branch of the Communist Party I remember 
an Eleanor Schneider, and I remember that she was expelled from 
the Communist Party. 

In the downtown branch of the Communist Party, in between 1942 
and 1947 I remember Jack Blair as a member and remember that he 
was expelled from the Communist Party. 

I also remember George Crowley, who was also organizer of the 
85th district section for a period of time, and he was expelled from 
the Communist Party. 

I also remember Howard F. Smith in the downtown branch of the 
Communist Party. I remember that he was an owner of a hotel in 
the Jackson Street area and also that he was expelled from the Com- 
munist Party. 

In the downtown area I remember Al Meservey as a member of the 
branch and have attended branch and King County functionaries’ 
meetings with him. 

I also remember Cecil Stoner as a member of the Communist Party. 
I discussed his membership with him in the district office of the Com- 
munist Party at a reregistration period when I reregistered him, as- 
signed him to a branch. 

[ remember Vince Valdoster Price as a member of the Communist 
Party, and I remember him in connection with his attendance at dis- 
trict and King County Negro commission meetings, meetings which 
were closed except to members of the Communist Party. 

Also, in the Rainier Valley area lived Forrest Crumpley. I have 
attended King County functionaries’ meetings with him in the middle 
1940's. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those you have mentioned to this point have been 
chiefly from the south region of King County; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Thesouth and central region also. 

I do remember some names from other regions, many of them 
through functionaries’ meetings, through being officers. or in some way 
active. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean other regions of King County or other 
regions of the State ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Of King County and other regions of the State as 
well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us confine ourselves at present to the various 
regions of King County. Then we will proceed to the others. 

What about the north region ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. The north King region in the period of 1937-50—I 
remember, besides persons who have already been mentioned, Charles 
Legg, who resided in the interbay area. I have met with him in meet- 
ings of the Interbay Club of the Communist Party. 
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Robert Barnes lived in the north end of Seattle. I have met with 
him in King County functionaries’ meetings. He has been an officer 
of asection of north King County. 

I remember Margaret Barnes, his wife, also attending King County 
functionaries’ meetings. 

Eugenia Allen, who lived in the Ballard area and with whom I have 
attended King County functionaries’ meetings. 

Weir Allen, who also lived in the Ballard area, husband of Eugenia 
Allen, and with whom I have also attended Communist Party meet- 
ings, including branch meetings in Ballard. 

Annabelle Camozzi Bitterman. I knew her as Annabelle Camozzi. 
1 knew her as a section organizer of a north King section and have 
attended King County functionaries’ meetings with her. 

Joseph Butterworth was a member of a professional type of branch 
in north King County. I have attended King County functionaries’ 
meetings with him. He has been an officer of a branch in north King 
County. 

Bart Hamilton was a member of north King region. I have attended 
functionaries’ meetings with him and held personal conferences with 
him regarding Communist Party special assignments of work. 

Nellie Irish is an elderly woman. I knew her as a member of the 
Communist Party in north King County and have attended King 
County functionaries’ meetings with her. 

Dorothy Kistler was a member of the Communist Party, lived in the 
north King region. I have attended King County functionaries’ meet- 
ings with her. 

Berta Pettus was a member of the Communist Party in the north 
King region, lived in the Lake Union area in a houseboat. Her hus- 
band was Terry Pettus, one of the defendants in the Smith Act trial. 
I knew her as being assigned by the Communist Party to work for 
the People’s World Northwest edition. 

John Daschbach was a member of the north King area of the Com- 
munist Party. I knew him as a member of the district committee. I 
knew him as having Communist Party assignments in the labor school, 
the Pacific Northwest Labor School, and the Civil Rights Coneress. 

Vivian Stucker was a member and officer of the north King region 
of the Communist Party and lived in the university district area at 
that time. 

Marjorie Daschbach, wife of John Daschbach, also lived in the north 
King area, was a member of that region. I have met with her in func- 
tionaries’ meetings of King County. 

Ed Alexander was north King regional organizer of the Communist 
Party, had been a district committee member, had been district edu- 
cational director. He was expelled from the Communist Party. 

Loris Hall was a member of the north King region of the Com- 
munist Party. I have met with her in meetings regarding women’s 
work of the Communist Party and in King County functionaries’ 
meetings. 

From an earlier period, between 1942 and 1947, I remember several] 
names of members in the north King area. 

Bridget Guilmet was a member who lived in the north Seattle area 
and I have attended Communist Party meetings with her. 

Dolores Remes was the wife of Andrew Remes. I have attended 
King County functionaries’ meetings with her and have attended large 
district board meetings at which she was present. 
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Kay Stearn was a member and officer in one of the north Seattle 
sections and I have attended King County functionaries’ meetings 
with her. 

Victor Case. I have discussed his Communist Party membership 
with him in the presence of Andrew Remes and I have met with him in 
King County functionaries’ meetings. 

Jim Carruthers and Marian Carruthers, husband and wife. I have 
attended King County functionaries’ meetings with them. 

W. A. Bourke, I knew as a member in a north Seattle-Ballard club 
and knew that he was a member of a lumber union. 

In the very early 1942-44 period, I remember some members in the 
Queen Anne section of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What particular area of King County was the Queen 
Anne section allocated to? 

Mrs. Harrie. It isin the north King County area. 

I might explain that in that earlier period there were separate sec- 
tions instead of a whole region of north King County. 

In the Queen Anne section in about the 1942-44 period I remember 
Genevieve Baker, whom I knew as an officer of the Queen Ann section. 

Perry Baker, husband of Genevieve Baker, whom I also knew as an 
officer of the Queen Anne section. 

Alice Friel, whom I knew as an officer of the Queen Anne section. 

Helen Hautala, whom I knew as a member of a branch in the Queen 
Anne section and have met at her branch meetings with her, have 
personally discussed her membership with her. 

Fletcher Jarvis was a member of one of the clubs in the Queen Anne 
section, an officer of one of the clubs, and I have attended club and 
functionaries’ meetings with him. I also knew him in a still earlier 
period in the late 1930’s as a member of the Communist Party in 
Spokane, Wash. and attended functionaries’ meetings with him there. 

Elmer Strom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in the 
Queen Anne area and have attended his branch meetings with him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not he holds any position 
with the city government in Seattle ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I do not know what he is doing now. I do recall 
that at that time he was connected with the fire department. 

Mrs. Elmer Strom, wife of Elmer Strom, and known as Queenie 
Strom, was a member of a club in the Queen Anne section, and I have 
attended her branch meetings with her. 

Elsie Jarvis, wife of Fletcher Jarvis, was a member of a club in the 
Queen Anne section. I have attended her club meetings with her. 
Mrs. Jarvis has either been expelled or dropped by the Communist 
Party. I remember that she was quite strongly in disagreement with 
some of its policies and ran into difficulties over her membership. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any other section or region of King 
County which you have not covered ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I believe that I can remember some names 
from the waterfront region. Ihave some of those. 

James K. Bourne was organizer of the waterfront. section of the 
Communist Party—full-time organizer, and he was expelled from the 
Communist Party. 

Margaret Backlund, wife of Carl Backlund, a member and officer 
in the waterfront section of the Communist Party and expelled or 
suspended from the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I believe that you have identified Carl Backlund 
earlier than this in your testimony, have you not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should state, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Car] 
Backlund is under subpena. He has advised the staff of the commit- 
tee that he was a member of the Communist Party. He has cooperated 
in giving the staff information within his knowledge, and I think 
that statement should be made at this time so that his position would 
not be misunderstood. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that he has withdrawn from the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Harrie. Yes, I believe that lies within my knowledge, too. 

Grace Mutch, known as “Tootie” Mutch, was a member of the water- 
front section of the Communist Party, and I have met with her in King 
County and waterfront section functionaries’ meetings. 

Burt Nelson, a member of the waterfront region of the Communist 
Party, chairman of the longshore branch in that region. I have known 
him as a district committee member and have attended many district 
and King County functionaries’ meetings with him. 

Gus Rystad was a member and officer of the waterfront region. I 
have attended waterfront and King County functionaries’ meetings 
with him. He was in the longshore branch of the Communist Party. 

Robert Kinney, in the waterfront region of the C ommunist Party. 
I have attended waterfront and King County functionaries’ meetings 
with him. 

Jean Harding was a member of the waterfront region. I have at- 
tended waterfront and King County functionaries’ meetings with her. 

Mabel Belka. I have attended waterfront and King County funce- 
tionaries’ meetings with her. 

Carl Ranta was a member and officer in the waterfront region. I 
have attended waterfront and King County functionaries’ meetings 
with him. 

Nell Ranta, his wife. I have attended waterfront and King County 
functionaries’ meetings with her. She was an officer of the waterfront 
region. 

Larry Rogers was a member of the water front region. I have at- 
tended waterfront and King County functionaries’ meetings with him. 

Earlier members in the waterfront section that I remember in about 
a little after the middle 1940’s—about 1946-47—I remember Steve 
Glumas as a member of the waterfront section and have attended 
King County functionaries’ meetings with him. 

And I remember Neil Crowe and have attended waterfront and 
King County functionaries’ meetings with him. Both of these to the 
best of my knowledge have left the area, and that is why I didn’t see 
them after that period of time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that constitute the names that you are now able 
to recall who were members of the Communist Party within King 
County ? 

Mrs. Hartir. There are a few additional names that I recall that I 
don’t believe that I have mentioned. 

I recall Vince Davis as a member of the Communist Party. I 
handled his transfer into this area from the Pennsylvania district, 








6180 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


and I knew him as having a Communist Party assignment in Progres- 
sive Party work. 

Two additional names from the Queen Anne area I remember, in the 
earlier period, Dave Mero—in the 1942-44 period—as a member of 
the Communist Party and have attended branch and functionaries’ 
meetings with him. 

I remember in the North King County area as additional name— 
Wyman Logan. I remember him as helping to operate the Commu- 
nist Party bookstore, known then as the Workers Book Store, in con- 
junction with his wife Beatrice Logan. I have attended King County 
functionaries’ meetings with him. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Does that testimony virtually exhaust your present 


recollection of Communist Party members in King County ? 
M Harrie. I believe it does to a great extent. I probably could 


think of additional names, but these are ones that have come readily 
tomy mind and that I knew well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed now to give us the names of per- 
sons whom you recall, from your personal knowledge, who were mem- 
bers of the Communist Party in other regions and in other section 
organizations of the Communist Party in the State of Washington 
or I may say, in the district, which would have included, I believe, 
Idaho. 

Mrs. HARTLE. That is correct, it would include Idaho for a part of 
the time. 

From the northwest Washington region in the latter period of the 
Communist Party organization I remember William “Red” Wallace, 
who lived in Bellingham, whom I knew as section organizer of the 
Communist Party in Bellingham and whom I knew as active as a 
Communist Party member in the International Woodworkers of 
America, IWA. 

Mrs. William Wallace, who lived in Bellingham, wife of William 
Wallace, whom I knew as an oflicer of the Bellingham section of the 
Communist Party. 

Brook Carmichael, whom I knew as a member of the Communist 
Party in the northwest Washington area. I have attended northwest 
Washington and district functionaries’ meetings with him, knew him 
as active asa CP member in the [WA. 

Ellie Henderson, wife of Stan Henderson? whom I knew as a mem- 
ber and officer of the Everett section of the Communist Party. 

Mel Luddington, whom I knew as an officer of the Everett section 
and of the northwest Washington region of the Communist Party. 

Algot Starr, whom I knew as a member in the Everett section of 
the Communist Party, have attended Everett Communist Party meet- 
ines with him. 

Frank Batterson, whom I knew as organizer of the Everett section 
of the Communist party. 

Al Nygren, whom I knew as Everett section organizer of the 
Communist Party. 

Margaret Nygren, wife of Al Nygren, whom I knew as section 
secretary of the Everett Communist Party. 

On the Olympic Peninsula I remember Vivian Gabaury. I have 
attended district functionaries’ meetings with her as a representative 
from the Port Angeles area. 


1Identified on p. 6149 as same individual as Stanley William Hendrickson. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I believe there are other persons from these general 
areas whose names you have mentioned earlier in your testimony and 
that you are not now duplicating your testimony by naming them 
again, is that correct? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. There are others in that area. 

Did you wish me to name them again ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; I just wanted to make your testimony clear on 
that point. 

Mrs. Harrie. In the Everett area I remember Verle Hemeke. I 
have attended Everett and district functionaries’ meetings with him 
and knew him as a Communist Party member in the IWA. 

In the southwest Washington area I remember Ed Crabtree. I 
remember him as press director of the southwest Washington section 
and have attended district functionaries’ meetings with him. 

I remember Blackie Meyers. I have attended southwest Washington 
functionaries’ meetings at which he was present. 

Leona Moir, wife of ¢ rordon Moir. ] remember her as secretary of 
the southwest Washington section of the Communist Party. 

In Tacoma I remember Mary Sutherland, an officer of the Tacoma 
section, have attended Tacoma and district Communist Party func- 
tionaries’ meetings with her. 

Robert Decker, a member and officer of the Tacoma section of the 
Communist Party in the latter period of my officership in the party 
in Seattle. I knew him earlier also as a Communist Party membe1 
in Seattle and attended King County functionaries’ meetings with him 
in the earlier 1944 period. 

John Collins I knew as a member of the section committee of the 
Tacoma section. I have attended Tacoma and district functionaries’ 
meetings with him. 

Naomi Ellison I have known as a member of the section committee 
of the Tacoma Communist Party and have attended Tacoma and dis- 
trict functionaries’ meetings with her. 

Victor E llison, husband of Naomi E llison. I have attended district 
functionaries’ and Tacoma functionaries’ meetings with him. I have 
known him in the latter 1930’s as a district committee member and as 
organizer of the Tacoma section of the Communist Party. 

John Greenman I have known as a member of the section committee 
of the Tacoma Communist Party and have attended Tacoma and dis- 
trict functionaries’ meetings with him. I was a fellow delegate with 
him to the Communist Political Association convention in 1944 in New 
York, at which time the Communist Party was dissolved and the CPA 
set up. 

Clara Saari. I have attended Tacoma and district functionaries’ 
meetings with her, have known her as dues membership secretary of 
the Tacoma section of the Communist Party. 

I have known a Mr. Hopkinson as a member of the Tacoma section 
of the Communist Party and as a person who was active as a Com- 
munist in the Washington Pension Union. 

Bob Patrick. I have known him as an officer and member of the 
Tacoma section of the Communist Party. I knew him formerly as a 
member and branch officer of the King County Communist Party, and 
I knew him also as organizer at one time of the Spokane section of 
the Communist Party. 
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Jo Patrick. I knew her as a member and officer of the Tacoma sec- 
tion of the Communist Party. I knew her previously as a King County 
member and functionary and as a Spokane member of the Communist 
Party. 

I remember the names of a couple of people in the Grand Coulee 
branch—A. Whiteside. I remember him as chairman of the Grand 
Coulee branch of the Communist Party. 

Rachel Grant. I remember her as secretary of the Grand Coulee 
branch of the Communist Party. I have met with both of these per- 
sons in branch meetings of the Grand Coulee branch in Grand Coulee. 

I remember a Mr. Peterson as a member of the Grand Coulee branch, 
whom I had known earlier as a member of the Communist Party in 
the Bainbridge branch of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you able to recall his first name ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was called Pete, and I do not know his initials. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give further identifying information as to 
where he may have lived at different periods? 

Mrs. Harrie. He did live on Bainbridge Island and was a member 
of the Bainbridge Club of the Communist Party. Then he worked for 
a while in the Grand Coulee area and I met him there and discussed 
his membership with him on a trip to Grand Coulee, and I knew him 
there asa member of the Communist Party. 
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In an earlier period, 1942 to 1944, I remember the names of several 
persons in the Seattle industrial section. 
One was Herb Johnson, with whom I have attended King County 
functionaries’ meetings and who was at that time in the boilermakers’ 
branch of the Communist Party. 
I remember Ed Friel as full-time organizer of the industrial section 
for a period in this time that I have mentioned. 
I remember Dorothy Jackins, wife of Harvey Jackins. I remember 
her as secretary of the Industrial Section of the Communist Party. 
I remember Marjorie Rabbitt, wife of Tom Rabbitt, at a later 


period, who was a member of an aircraft branch of the Communist 
Party. 

I remember Bill Corr, who lived in the south Seattle area and was 
a member of the Welders’ Branch of the Communist Party. 

I remember the names of some members from Spokane and Idaho, 
from the time that I was the organizer of the Spokane section and of 
the Inland Empire Council of the Communist Party, 1941-42. 

Some of the names that I remember are Roy Lampitt—I have at- 
tended Spokane functionaries’ meetings with him. 

John Clark. Ihave attended Spokane functionaries’ meetings with 
him. 

Herman Schulz. I have attended Spokane functionaries’ meetings 
with him and knew him as a member of the railroad branch. 

Maybelle Wheeler. I have attended Spokane functionaries’ meet- 
ings with her and knew her as the dues membership secretary of the 
Spokane section. 

Grace Dahlke. I have attended Spokane functionaries’ meetings 
with her and have known her as an officer of a club in the Spokane 
area. 

Harold Eddings. TI have attended Spokane functionaries’ meetings 
with him and have known him as an officer of the Spokane section. 
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Genevieve Eddings, wife of Harold Eddings. I have attended 
Spokane functionaries’ meetings with her and have known her as an 
oflicer of a club of the Spokane section. 

Earl Carpenter and Emma Carpenter. I knew them as members 
and officers of the Spokane section in that period. 

Vernon Riley I believe has been mentioned. 

John Hartle I knew as a member of the Communist Party and as an 
officer of the railroad branch of the Communist Party. 

Lawrence Braman. I knew him as a member of the railroad branch 
of the Communist Party in Spokane. 

Harlow Wildman. I knew him as organizer of the Spokane Com- 
munist Party and replaced him when I assumed that position. 1 knew 
him later as a Communist Party me »mbe ‘r carrying on his assignment 
in the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers’ Union in Idaho. 

Ralph Wildman. I knew him as a member of the Communist Party 
in the Spokane area. 

Jan Meyer. I knew her as a member for a short time of a pro- 
fessional branch of the Communist Party in Spokane. 

Charles Powers. I knew him as a member of the Idaho section of 
the Communist Party. I knew him as carrying on his assignment 
for the Communist Party in the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers’ 
Union in the Wallace-Kellogg area. 

Al Manley. I knew him as organizer of the Coeur d’Alene section 
of the Communist Party and Mrs. Al Manley, his wife. I knew her as 
an officer of the Coeur d’Alene section of the Communist Party. 

Fred Siefken. I knew him as a member of the Communist Party 
in Coeur d’Alene, and as carrying on his Communist Party assignment 
in a lumber union in Coeur d'Alene. 

I had several additional names from the Spokane area: 

William Graham. I have met with him in his branch meetings in 
Spokane. I knew him as a member of a lumber union in the Spokane 
area. 

Frank Shanks. I have met in Spokane functionaries’ meetings with 
Frank Shanks. I had known him in an earlier period as a member of 
the Communist Party as well and knew him to be for a time business 
agent of the Carpenters’ Union of the Communist Party in Spokane, 
while he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Frank Shanks, wife of Frank Shanks. I have known her as a 
member and branch officer of the Communist Party in Spoks ine. 

Norman Best. I have known him as a member of the Communist 
Party in Idaho and also in Spokane. 1 e ave attended both Idaho and 
Spok: ine functionaries’ meetings with hit 

Kay Best, wife of Norman Best. I have sae nded Communist Party 
meetings with her in Idaho and in Spokane. 

Evelyn Simmonds. I have known her as a member and branch offi- 
cer of a club of Spokane. I have attended functionaries’ meetings of 
the Communist Party with her in Spokane. 

In an earlier period —— 

Mr. Tavennrr. Mrs. Hartle, before you go into the earlier 
period—— 

Mr. Chairman, this, I believe, is a convenient place for a 5-minute 
break. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The committee has received a number of 
telegrams which I will read during that time. 
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(At this point Mr. Jackson read a number of communications which 
appear in the record in the appendix to these hearings. ) 

Mr. Jackson. I might say to Mrs. Hartle that while you were out of 
the room a rather lengthy letter was read from Lois Blakes, who says 
that she has broken completely with the Communist Party. She ex- 
tended her congratulations to you, stating that she confirmed in every 
respect the testimony that you are giving. 

Mrs. Harrie. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Jac KSON,. Proceed, Mr. ¢ Younsel. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will you continue, please, with your testimony re- 
lating to those earlier who were members of the Spokane-Idaho group ? 

Mrs. Hartite. There are three names that I recall from the 1941-42 
period from the Idaho area. One of those is Lloyd Brooten, whom I 
had known in the late 1930’s as organizer of the Coeur d’Alene sec- 
tion. I knew him as a member in this period of the Coeur d’Alene sec- 

on and met with him in Inland Empire Council meetings. 

Opal Brooten, his wife, I knew as a member of the Coeur d’Alene 
section, an officer of the Coeur d’Alene section, I have met with her 
in Inland Empire Council meetings of the Communist Party. 

Red Brooten, a brother of Lloyd Brooten. I have met with him in 
Idaho functionaries’ meetings of et ommunist P: rty. 

In an earlier period, 1933-39, in between those years, I remember 
the itisetadeabicaieaneltienCcseanaie Party: 

Jim Haggin, who was a member of the section bureau of the Com- 
1aunist Party of Spokane, of which I was also a member. 

Caroline Haggin, wife of Jim Haggin, who was a branch officer of 
a club of the Communist Party in Spokane. 

Art Furnish, who was a member of the section committee of the 
Spokane Communist Party and a leader in the unemployed work of 
the Communist P arty in the Une mployed Councils and in the Workers’ 
Alliance. 

Harry Crumbaker, who was a member of the section committee of 
the Spokane Communist Party. 

Red Perry, who was a member of the Spokane Communist Party 
and a salesman of the Daily Worker on the streets of Spokane as his 
Communist Party assignment. 

George Berner was a member of the section committee of the Spo- 
kane Communist Party and a Communist Party leader in unemployed 
work. 

Joe Winburn, who was a member of the Communist Party in 
Spokane and active in unemployed work. 

Elizabeth Schneider was a member and officer of a club of the 
Communist Party in Spokane. 

Ed Lehman was a member of the Communist Party in Spokane. 
I signed his passport for him to go to Europe. He told me that he 
was going to go to Spain to take part in the armed conflict there. I 
was told later by district officers that he had deserted in Spain. I was 
also told that he had told of his disillusionment with that whole ven- 
ture in an article in the Saturday Evening Post. 

(At this point Mr. Scherer left the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Harrie. J. H. Van Orman was section organizer of the Com- 
munist Party in Spokane. 

Ruth Van Orman, his wife, was section secretary of the Communist 
Party in Spokane. 
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Ernest Wallace was a member of the Downtown Club of the 
Communist Party in Spokane. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, have you identified a person by the 
name of Nels Spencer Ekroth ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I have known Nels Ekroth as a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the waterfront section and have attended waterfront 
section functionaries’ meetings with him in the latter 1940's. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. ‘That is the waterfront section of Seattle ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Of Seattle, correct. 

From Spokane I also remember Stan Iverson. I remember him as 
full-time organizer of the Communist Party ot Spokane in the latter 
1940's. 

(At this point Mr. Scherer returned to the hearing room, ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Earlier in your testimony you gave us the name 
of William “Red” Wallace at Bellingham and you stated that he was 
assigned to work inthe IW.A. Am I correct in that / 

Mrs. Harrur. Yes; that was correct. 

(At this point Mr. Doy le left the hearing room, ) 

Mr. TAvENNER. Does that indicate that members of the Communist 
Party were assigned to infiltration of that union ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party had a concentration policy in 
this district and one of the concentrations was to secure influence and 
membership of the Communist Party in the lumber industry. This 
Was ndcressed to the whol lumber industry and addressed to all of 
the unions—CIQ, A. F. of L., or whatever: it wasn't specifically ad 
dressed to the IWA. The facts of the matter are, though, that the 
Communist Party made more headway in the IWA than it did in 
other unions—lumber unions. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the headway which it made ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The nature of the headway was that it was quite suc 
cessful in the lumber field and especially in the IWA and in the lum 
ber organizations that preceded the IWA. The IWA had other 
names, I know, in the past and changed the names, but was the same 
group of people the same group of workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the Communist Party successful in obtaining 
the election of Communist Party members to important positions with- 
in that union at any time? 

Mrs. Harrie. From at least the middle 1930’s until I left Seattle in 
1950, the Communist Party did have considerable influence in the IWA. 
\t times it had members as international officers and district officers, 
special district 2 officers, and it always had a number of local union 
officers. 

I think that I should add that by 1950 this influence had suffered 
ome serious setbacks, and at least to my knowledge the main influence 
of the Communist Party that remained in the LWA was in the district 
2 or the northwest Washington district. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what do you attribute this setback to Communist 
Party work within that field ? 

Mrs. Harte. I attribute it to the general educational campaign 
thout communism in the main, and that there were forces and officers 
in the TWA who seriously resisted Communists having control or in 
fluence in that union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then again we cannot overestimate the importance 
of people prominent in their own fields in resisting communism, 
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whether it be labor or whatever it might be—being alert and active 
in resisting communism ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I believe that is true, and especially in the or- 

ganized labor field. Labor union officials or members will have more 
influence on other labor union members and officials than probably 
other persons might have. 

Mr. Tavenner. It may be well for you at this time to advise the 
committee as to the names of persons who were known to you to be 
members of the Communist Party who secured positions of influence 
and leadership in any of the unions within the activity of the lumber 
industry. 

Mrs. Harrie. The most important officer of the Communist Party 
in the IWA was Karley Larsen, whom I knew as president of district 
2 and for a period as an international officer in the LWA. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how recently he has held an inter- 
national office ? 

Mrs. Hartie. About 1948. 

Another important officer of the Communist Party in the [WA was 

M. Orten, also known as Mickey Orten. I was present with him 
when he was a delegate at the 1938 national convention of the Com- 
munist Party. 

William Wallace, whom I have already mentioned, was for a period 
president of district 2 of the IWA, while a Communist, while Larsen 
was an international officer. Wallace I have also known as an officer 
of the Bellingham local of the TWA. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you mean to identify Wallace as a member of 
the Communist Party—as an active member ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, as a member. 

These things that I speak of don’t have any reference to the union, 
as such, but they have reference to persons who were Communist Party 
members and active members at the time that they held these offices. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you at this moment. 

What was the policy of the Communist Party with reference to let- 
ting the rank and file members of a union know of the Communist 
Party membership of the leader that you were endeavoring to have 
elected to various offices within unions? 

Mrs. Hartie. The general policy was that the Communist members 
in a local would know that they were voting for a Communist and 
would be rallied to mobilize support for him to see that he was elected. 
In some situations there might be variations of not letting the mem- 
bers know that he is an actual member of the Communist Party but 
certainly giving strong direction of—“This is a progressive left- 
winger that needs to be supported”—leaving no tke” 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, the Communist Party members 
always knew of the membership of the individual but the rank and file 
members of the union would not know ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The rank and file members of the union in very many 
cases would not know, unless that official came out openly as a Com- 
munist, which was not done too often. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore if, as a result of the alertness of the union, 
the possible alertness of this committee and other governmental agen- 
cies, the rank and file members of unions can learn of the true identity 
of the Communists in their midst, it would go a long way toward 
solving the problem, wouldn’t it? 
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Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I have seen that problem solved already in 
unions in which I was trying to help penetrate as a C ommunist. Lhave 
seen that worked that way. 

(At this point Mr. Doyle returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. TavenneR. Will you give us the names of other—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me. 

You say you have seen it worked that way. Do you have any specific 
instances where this committee has identified individuals? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was thinking, when I said that, of examples in 
Spokane. When I first joined the Communist Party, the Communist 
Party pointed out to me the importance of working in A. F. of L. labor 
organizations, whereupon I became a member of the Railway Women’s 
Auxiliary, of which my husband was a member of the union, and be- 
came a fraternal delegate to the Central Labor Council, and in that 
way tried, as a Communist, to help build Communist membership in 
A. F. of L. unions. 

Th re were some business agents and some officers of A. KF, of L. 
unions in Spokane as far back as 1935 who were very alert to the mean- 
ine of this Communist penetration and combatted it so successfully 
that in some of those locals it was even impossible to secure one m« m- 
ber for the Communist Party, and that is the kind of example that I 
was thinking of. 

Mr. Dorie. And that was away back in 1935? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, there were such officers of unions in the Spokane 
A. F. of L. who were very alert and who were very much disliked by 
the Communist Party for thei ir ability to keep their members from 
joining the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. At this time, Mrs. Hartle, under the instructions 
issued by the chairman of the committee, you will be excused from the 
tand in order that you may proceed in custody to Portland, Oreg.* 

Mrs. Harrwe. I wish to thank the committee very much for letting 
me express my opinions here. 

Mr. Jackson. We appreciate it very much and we understand that 
you will be back tomorrow. 

(The witness was temporarily excused and the committee proceeded 
to hear testimony of other witnesses which is printed in pt. 7 of this 
series. 


1 See pt. 9, for testimony of Barbara Hartle in Portland 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 3 (SEATTLE) 
(Testimony of Barbara Hartle—Continued) 


SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 1954 


Unitep Srates Houst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Ne attle Wash. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant, to recess, at 9 a, m., in room 402, County-City Building, 
Seattle, Wash., Hon. Donald L. Jackson (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and ¢ Ny de Doy le. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel, William A. 
Wheeler, staff investigator: and Mrs. Billie Wheeler, acting for the 
clerk. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

(re you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ¢ 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Call your first witness. 

And let the record show that a quorum of the subeommittee ap 
pointed by the chairman, Mr. Velde, is present at this time. 

(Whereupon the committee called another witness. Johsel Nam 
kung, whose testimony appears in pt. 8, following which the proceed- 
ines were as follows:) 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MRS. BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED 
BY SPECIAL UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA 
HALL 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, when it became necessary to interrupt 
your testimony yesterday, we were discussing the activities of the 
Communist Party in endeavoring to infiltrate the International Wood- 
workers Union. You told us something about that and you were in 
the process of giving us the names of persons known to you to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party who were active in the task of infiltrating 
that organization. I am not certain just where you stopped in your 
recital of the Communist Party members who occupied that category. 

Mrs. Harrie. I believe that I was starting to talk about Giles Evans, 
who was a member of the Communist Party in the northwest Wash- 
ington region and an officer of the Sedro Woolley local of the TWA. 
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Another person was Brook Carmichael, Sr., who was a member of 
the Communist Party in the Everett area and a member of an IWA 
local also in that area. 

Gorden Moir I knew as a Communist working in the IWA union 
in the Raymond-Aberdeen area. 

William Graham I knew as a member of the Communist Party in 
Spokane and as a member of the Spokane IWA local. 

Algot Starr, whom I have mentioned as a member of the Communist 
Party, was a member of an IWA local in the Everett area. 

Walter Belka, whom I have already mentioned as a member of the 
Communist Party in another connection, I also knew as working as 
a Communist as an oflicer of district 2 of the IWA. 

Fred Siefken, whom I have already mentioned as a Communist in 
Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, was a member of the I[WA—an officer in 
Coeur D’ Alene. 

A. A. Fisher, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party, 
I met with in meetings and conferences, especially in regard to Negro 
work in the TWA and work concerned with trying to open up job possi- 
bilities for Negro workers in the TWA. I knew him also to be a mem- 
ber of the IWA in the Everett area and knew of him as a member of 
the CIO council. 

Ted Dokter, whom I have already mentioned as a member of the 
Communist Party, was a member of the Raymond-Aberdeen area, 
IWA. 

Ray Glover, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party, the 
Enumclaw branch of the Communist Party, and whom I had met 
with in branch meetings in that branch, I knew while he was a Com- 
munist Party member as an official of the [TWA local of the Enumclaw 
area. 

William Shifferly, whom I have already mentioned as a Communist, 
was a member of an IWA local in the Port Angeles area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe again to me, please, what his 
particular work was in the Communist Party or his affiliation ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was a member of the Communist Party in the Cle 
Elum County area or organization of the Communist Party. I have 


met with him at district functionaries’ meetings. JI have known him 
as an officer of the Cle Elum County organization of the Communist 
Party. 


Mr. TavEnneR. Now have you given us the names of all that you 
can presently recall who were members of the Communist Party and 
who were affiliated with the TWA ? 

Mrs. Harrie. To the best of my recollection I have given the names 
f those who I was sure were members of the Communist Party and 
members of the IWA at the same time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you told us yesterday that Mr. Karley 
Larsen was the most prominent of the members of the Communist 
Party who were affiliated with that union ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you refresh our recollection, please, as to the 
objective of the Communist Party in concentration of effort within 
lumber? 

Mrs. Hartiz. The Communist Party’s concentration policy in the 
Northwest district has always put lumber at the very top, as the one 
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important industry to pay attention to in an attempt to gain Com- 
munist influence and Communist membership. 

This concentration policy was addressed to the whole lumber in- 
dustry. By that I mean A. F. of L., ClIO—if there would be any 
independent lumber unions or even unorganized lumber workers. 

The Northwest district’s greatest success and greatest activity, 
though, has been in the IW TA. the International Woodworkers of 
America, and in that. of the predec essors of that organization, as it 
went through different stages of organization and had other names; 
but it was comprised of more or less the same groupings of workers, 
with the same plants and employees involved. 

A great deal of attention has been paid by the northwest district 
to its members and leaders in lumber unions, and from the middle 
1930’s until I left Seattle in 1950 the Communist Party has always 
had considerable influence inthe IWA. This influence included inter- 
national officers, district officers, and special district 2 officers; but by 
1950 this influence had waned considerably and was not as strong— 
the Communist Party influence was not as strong by the time I left 
in 1950 as it had been in former times. 

During this time the Communist Party was able to influence the 
policies and activities of the organization of the IWA to a consid- 
erable extent and many Communist-sponsored resolutions and policies 
were able to be gotten through the 1WA and spoken on by the [WA 
during that time—policies that the Communist Party supported and 
advocated in its mass work and in its trade-union work. 

Mr. Tavenner. What person within the Communist Party was 
charged with the responsibility of organizing and executing Commu- 
nist. Party plans within the International Woodworkers of America, 
if any single person was charged with that responsibility ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, there was a single person charged with that 
responsibility and that person was Karley Larsen. In addition to 
that, a part of the concentration policy was that the top district full- 
time officials of the Communist Party also divided up the concen- 
tration, and the particular concentration that a top district official 
took was Henry Frail who had, as an assignment, special attention 
to lumber, as I had, as a district official my attention concentrated on 
aircraft. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Mr. Huff was the No. 1 Communist func- 
tionary in this area, was he not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you have mentioned a person by the name 
of Margaret Barnes during the course of your testimony. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you refresh the recollection of the committee 
with regard to her and be certain that you give us all the fi cts within 
your knowle <lge regarding her ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew Margaret Barnes as a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the north Seattle area. I have met with her in branch 
meetings and in functionaries’ meetings of the Communist Party. 
I have no doubt of her membership. I have discussed her member- 
ship with her and I have known here well enough to know a great deal 
about her personal life and her background. I often discussed with 
her the fact that at one time or another we had both been waitresses, 
and I have no doubt in my mind that she was a member of the Com- 
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munist Party, for at least a year—at least a year a member of the 
Communist Party in the north end area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you also refresh the recollection of the com- 
mittee with regard to Harry Crumbaker ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Harry Crumbaker was a member of the Communist 
Party in Spokane, Wash. He was a member for a period of the 
section committee of the Communist Party when I was also a member 
of the section committee. He was recruited into the Communist Party 
while I was in Spokane; I knew when he came into it. I have at- 
tended many Spokane functionaries’ meetings with him. I have dis- 
cussed the Communist Party and his membership in it with him many 
times 

I also know that he left the area e the late 1930’s, and from then 

do not know whether he was a member after that or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether at 
any time the Communist Party maintained a school of any character 
at Bui kley, Wash. 

Mrs. H ARTLE. I have ho recollection of a Sc -hool at Bue ‘kley, Wash. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the approximate number of persons 
whose names you have given the committee during the course of your 
testimony ? 

Mrs. Harr er. My estimate is that it is more than 300. I have not 
counted them. I would imagine it to be that. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask you to give further thought and study 
to this question, so that the committee may continue its interrogation 
of you, although it may not be able to do so in open session ? 

Mrs. Harrie. think * rhaps I can answer now, in saying that I 
was able to recollect the names of about 300 persons members, and 
that I was able to note eas down: but I realize that I have not 
covered all of my notes and perhaps have not quite reached that, not 
having counted the names 

Mr. TAVENNER. wal you tell the committee, please, what the ap- 


¥ 


proximate stren eth, numerical strength of the Communist Party was 
in your listrict, district No. 12, pred axe-pechinat in Seattle, during the 
ast » years at its pe ik duri o tl le last » Ve irs ¢ 
Mrs. Harrie. That question is difficult for me to answer for the 
last 5 vears, because when I left Seattle in L950, from that time for- 
urd T was never furnished with the number of membership and was 


not able to see charts the w ay I had done before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me put the question this way: 

What is the largest number of Communist Party members in district 
No. 12, to your recollection ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The largest membership of the Communist Party in 
this district, to the best of my recollection, was in about 1939. At 
that time the aim of the Communist Party was to achieve a member- 
ship of 5,000 in this district. A goal was set to achieve 5,000 mem- 
bers. That meant that at least 1,000 more members had to be re- 
cruited—somewhere in that neighborhood—and meant that about 
4,000 were already members. My recollection is on that basis—that 
the district wanted 5.000 members and wanted to reach th: at goal. It 
was to be a high mark in the Communist Party of this district but had 
not yet reached that goal and needed to recruit about 1,000 members 
in order to make that goal, which then makes about 4,000 members. 
I also remember that the goal was not achieved. 


= 
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Mr. TaveNNerR. You say that the peak of the membership was in 

1939. Why is it, if it is true, that the membership began to shrink in 
the Communist Party in this area, if it did shrink / 
_ Mrs. Harrie. My opinion is that the membership began to shrink 
in that period because the Communist Party program and policies 
after that period came in more direct conflict with the opinions of the 
American people, especially in regard to the international situation. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have no knowledge at the present time of the 
membership of the Communist Party in district 12, do you? 

Mrs. Harrie. No, I do not. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. When was it that you determined to leave the Com- 
munist Party as a member or to terminate your membership ? 

Mrs. Hartte. I think it is correct to say that I decided to leave the 
Communist Party and to terminate my membership on the day that 
I went tothe FBI on March 12 of 1954. 

L had thought that I had quit before then; I had desired to quit 
before then. I even quit paying dues before then and quit going to 
meetings before then, but in my mind I very sincerely believed that I 
quit the Communist Party on the day that I went to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. I have had no doubt in my mind since that I quit it. 

Mr. TavenNER. That action, of course, made all connection with the 
Communist Party a thing of the past; it made your termination com- 
plete in every respect. And I suppose, is it not true, that when you 
finally decided to take that action, it was easy from then on? 

Mrs. Harttz. Yes, that was the case; I had no more harassment 
from Communists after I went to the FBI. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you tell the committee, please, the cir- 
cumstances which led up to your decision to go to the FBI with the 
information that you had ? 

Mrs. Hartie. After I was arrested and was brought back to Seattle, 
I was expelled by the Communist Party, and about a week later I was 
reinstated on some sort of a basis, I was informed, to neither of which 
I answered yes or no. In my own mind I thought I had quit the 
Communist Party. 

I decided to go through the trial, to take whatever sentence that I 
received and to serve that sentence and to come back to my own life 
after that was over. 

I went through the trial in a very strained circumstance: I think 
I was in a sort of no-man’s land during that trial; I was at odds with 
the Communist Party and I don’t think that anyone else had any very 
good idea of just what I was doing or what I was thinking. 

After the trial was over, I agreed to be the last one out on bond, so 
that I would not have to be involved in Communist activity of raising 
bail for the rest of the defendants still in the jail. I came out on bond 
and went home to my family on a farm in eastern Washington. I was 
still determined never to be a member of the Communist Party again 
or engage in that activity, but I also said that I would go through with 
my sentence. 

TI came back to Seattle and then attempted to find a way to make a 
living, to go through this very difficult period while the appeal was 
being carried forward, and to try to get through it some way or another. 
With me it was just a matter of time. 

When I came back to Seattle around the Ist of March, this was evi- 
dently taken as a signal by the Communists here that I had a 
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change of heart and wanted to get back into activity. I was so in- 
formed by one of the persons who spoke with me. I assured him that 
my health was bad, that I had to earn my living, that I did not wish 
to run around to all kinds of meetings, that I did not wish to speak 
out on all kinds of political questions, that I wanted to be a defendant, 
that I wanted to earn my living, that I was going to serve my sentence, 
and that was all. This did not deter the Communist leadership from 
pursuing me. I remember 1 day when 3 different groups of people 
came to me; every day someone came and wanted to involve me in one 
or another activity. To put it very bluntly, I was being put on the 
spot as to whether I was going to remain a Communist and speak to 
the Communist Party or whether I was going to be an “enemy.” 

The Communist Party succeeded in he ‘Iping me make up my mind 
about it. I finally asked myself, “Why is this inordinate pressure 
necessary. Why is it necessary to absolutely and totally insist that I 
have to choose between the Communist Party and between renouncing 
the Communist Party? Why doesn’t the Communist Party leave me 
alone and leave me in this middle no-man’s land 2” 

Then, as a result of more and more pressure, as a result of using 
my name without my permission in a signed article that was printed 
in the People’s World, as a result of trying to force me to sign a docu- 
ment of greetings to another Smith Act defendant, that I did not wish 
ty sign, and becoming nasty with me about it, I thought of that—why 
this pressure had to take place—and I realized something that I just 
had not seen before—that what many people say about the Communist 
Party is true and not slander and not lies. 

I had believed before that a great deal of what was said about the 
(Communist Party was just an attempt to stop its work, and I realized 
that the same pressure that was put on me to force me to continue as 
a Communist, and letting me know that I would be in the worst kind 
of grace and an enemy if I didn’t do so, was the same kind of pres- 
sure that the whole Communist movement uses, that the Government 
of Russia uses against the people. And the moment that I discovered 
that, I realized how blinded I had been, how indoctrinated I had 
been—that I had been truly mentally enslaved. 

The term “mental enslavement” may sound like a propaganda term 
to many people, but when you have once been mentally enslaved your- 
self, : is no longer a propaganda term; it is true—I have experienced 
it. I detest it. I hope with all my heart that many, many present 
members of the Communist Party will think that over. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Let me say this to you, Mrs. Hartle: You 
are now spe iking for the record: you are spe ikine to countless thou- 
sands of people who will see this in cold type. You are also speaking 
over the television, through the means of television, to a vast audience 
with many persons who have been members of the Communist Party 
but who have not had the courage to take the stand that you have 
taken here, and you are speaking to a great many people who are still 
deeply involved in the Communist Party and who likewise have not 
had the courage to take the step that you have taken: and if you have 
anything to say to them, now is the time to say it. ' 

Mrs. Harte. I do think I took advantage of the opportunity to 
express my very sincere convictions about this matter. With me it is 
not a matter of just having ‘ast aside one political faith to accept 
another ne; with me it is ( ast ng aside a bad wav of life for a good 
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and a better way of life, and I think that I want to say now, although 
I am a woman and a middle-aged woman at that, that with what I 
have found out, with the new freedom and joy that I have, that I am 
ready to give my life for my country any day in a fight against Soviet 
Russia or any other Communist country. And that is the way I feel 
about it, and I think the way I feel about it is more important than 
the things I have said about it. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions, except 
to say that we desire to continue, as the opportunity presents itself to 
the committee, to study the question of communism with this witness 
and to obtain her full and comp rlete knowledge of the subje et, which 
in this hearing we have only covered in a very meager way. 

Mrs. Harrie. I wish to thank the committee again for the oppor- 
tunity to express myself. I do know thousands of people in this State 
and all of those thousands, through these means, through the news- 
papers, and through the radio and television can know that I at least 
didn’t go down the whole long road of trying to overthrow our Gov- 
ernment and trying to serve world communism. And I am very 
happy that they know that I at least have turned away from that path 
and have had my eyes opened and my mind set at rest about a conflict 
that has been going on over a period of years in my mind. And I 
thank the committee for that opportunity. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask this very helpful 
witness just a few questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. Mrs. Hartle, I think all of the members of this com- 
mittee are lawyers, except Mr. Jackson, and that is what makes it 
such a “pretty good committee,” as we lawyers say. 

But I have not forgotten that almost your very first words to this 
committee referred to your divorce, and you said, “I never found 
out why the divorce was necessary.” I think that was the exact 
language, as I recall it. Now what are we to understand by that? 
Did you receive directions from the Communist Party to get a divorce 
even though you had no grounds for it? Is that what we are to 
understand ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No, I don’t think that would be true. It wouldn’t be 
true to say that I had no plans for a divorce, because I did have plans. 
I think what that means is that when I was brought as a full-time 
worker for the Communist Party to Seattle, the officers of the Com- 
munist Party knew that I was separated from my husband and prob- 
ably thought that I was planning divorce—and I was planning divorce. 
I think the reason the district officers prevailed upon me to go right 
ahead and secure my divorce was to make certain that I wouldn’t 
change n Vv mind and that th ey Ww uuldn’t lose a full-time district func- 
tionary that they wanted That is what I think can be understood 
from that. 

Mr. Doy LE. In other words, if you were divorced and had ho family 
ties, you logically could give more time to the Communist Party than 
if you had a husband or any other family requiring any of your 
attention ¢ 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes. There was always the danger of a reconciliation 
and of going back to Spokane and wanting to live a family life. That 
is what I believe was behind that—telling me that I had to have a 
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divorce in order to run for office. I had never known that that was 
necessary In the past. 
Mr. Doyitr. Now vou have talked about your own experiences 1n 
having been mentally enslaved and have named about 300 people to 
your ae know ledge who were members ot the ( ‘communist Party 
baie ng the ime that you were in it, and you fixed a peak load or mem 


bership of between 4,000 and 5,000 people in the Communist Party back 


In 1959, to your pe rsonal knowledge. In making allowance for the 
fact, as you say, that the membership streneth has waned since that 
time, why is it that more members of the Communist Party of the 


Seattle area have not come forward and testified as you have? Why is 
it that so few of them come forward if they havea sense of being men 
tally enslaved or if they have had an awakening’ Why have so few 
of them come forward and volunteered to he ‘Ip thier Government / 
Mrs. Harrie. I believe the main peuson that people don’t come for- 
ward and Pct lp our Government is that they are still confused in thei 


minds, thinking that to do so has ee to do with the freedoms 
under our Constitution: and, as I see it does have something to do 
with the freedoms under our Constitution, but in exactly the op )posite 
way from what these people think it does. I think that my testifying 


here helps to guarantee those freedoms under our Constitution and our 
Bill of Rights and our Government. If this Government were to be 
taken over by communism, the Bill of Rights and the Constitution 
would be thrown out the window. And I think they miss the seinech I 


think that is the point that they miss. They are mentally enslaved to 
the point of thinking that the vy are doing something the ‘V are doing a 
little something for democracy by refusing to testify. This is the 


degree of mental enslavement that the Communist movement. has over 
persons, and it is a serious thing, but once it is seen it is quite a simple 
thing if looks quite simp le once it 1s see n by a pe rsonh. 

Mr. Doytr. Now I understood you to say that the policy of the Com- 
munist Party was to get to the top i in the lumber industry in the North- 
west, controlling it, with Communist Party activities. Why in the 
lumber industry? What relationship, if any, does the lumber industry 
have to involve it with the conspiracy of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party, especially since ne reconsti- 
tution of the Communist Party in 1945, has said that if it is going to 
bea party of the working class and it is going to lead the reais tae 
to the assumption of power and to maintaining that power in order to 
build socialism that it must have strong influence among the workers 
and that the most important workers are the basic industrial workers; 
and the main industry of the State of Washington, having been lum- 
ber, lumber was high on that list. Other important industries, con- 
sidered important by the Communist Party as basic industries were 
marine and aircraft, and there were other concentrations in certain 
ireas on railroad or on a steel mill or some other basic industry. 

The Communist Party does not say that it is interested in these 
oo industries in order to be able to strike and foul up the economy 
in case of war or any of those things. It puts its position forward in 
this v - that the Communist Party has to have the basic industrial 
workers, because they are important. It does say, though, that in all 
struggles and in influencing the rest of the labor movement the workers 
in the basic industries are the most important, they being of the most 
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influence, and a strike in a basic industry has a great deal more effect 
on the whole labor movement than if you were able to organize a 
strike in a small service industry. 

Mr. Dore. I noticed that you said a minute ago, “I agreed to be the 
last out of jail on bail.” Then you stated why. With whom did you 
agree to be the last out on bail after your conviction in the Smith Act 
trial ? 

Mrs. Harrie. After the conviction, Henry Huff proposed the order 
of release and proposed me last on that list, and I agreed to that for 
the reasons that I gave. His reasons I know for having me the last on 
the list was that I had broken the discipline of the Communist Party. 

Mr. DoyLe. Under Public Law 601, Mrs. Hartle, under which this 
committee is authorized to function, and which was passed in the 79th 
Congress, we are also charged with the commission of investigating 
subversive activities and propag inda in the United States as coming 
from foreign countries or originating in our country. We are also 


charged with the responsibility of making recommendations to the 
l nited States Congress in the field of leoislation to better meet the 
problem of subversive activities in this country. Therefore. may J 


ask you, have you any suggestions to this committee in the field 
additional legislation or different legislation, assuming that you are 
familiar with the legislation which exists now on the statute books 
3 there any sugg gestion that you have to this committee in that field ? 

Mrs. Harrier. I am not familiar with all of the legislation or wit] 
pl mosals for legislation. ete., but I do have a ceneral Suggestion, 
Which is that any legislation which will expose Communist personnel 
au ity and organizations—labeling them or identifying them would 
seem to me to be import: int, because if Communist ac tivity is labeled 
or identified, and publications are identified to the peop le that they 
are sent to and addressed to, it will help them a great deal in m: king 
up their minds as to whether they want to be associated with it or not. 

nd if a paper like the Peop le’s World, Northwest Edition, were 
known to all the people that it was sent to as being a Communist paper, 
then at least in all decenc V and fairness they could choose whether 
they wanted to have a Communist paper or not. I think it isa part of 
our democracy that the people should know and not be fooled as to 
vhat they are dealing with and choosing about. 

Mr. Doytr. I am not sure of the extent to which our distinguished 
counsel has had you go into the subject of this next question. I didn’t 
hear all of the testimony, as | was out of the room during some of the 
time—but I am perhaps more interested in the extent to which the 
Communist Party in America advocates the judgment necessary to the 
use of force and violence, if that is the ultimate need in their judgment. 
What is your opinion on that subject? As I read Marxism-Leninism, 
and if I understand the result of the Duclos letter, to which you re- 
ferred, back in April 1945, the ultimate position of the Communist 
Party in the United States is that if the capitalists resist the taking 
over of control within the United States of America, ultimately, then 
the Communist Party is justified in overcoming the resistance of the 
capitalist class, referring to the American system of free competitive 
enterprise, by the use of force. Am I in error, substantially, on that 4 
If I am, I want to be corrected. 

Mrs. Harrie. No, there is no error in that. The Communist Party 
uses a lot of—quite a long chain of reasoning in this country about 
that question. 
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First I should say that the Communist Party of this country, like 
those of ( emse] Fully on the works of Marx- 
ism Li ! - Tl ey s y them, cll ilate them and Say they are 
M rxist-L nists, In the bas works of Marxism Lei usm, it 1s 
clearh { ed that the aim of the Communist venie IS to seize 
pow’ i k ep it, al d ini inv, Many places in these books there is 
ver} | reoumentation about whether it is right to do so or the 
tact tit. The bitter facts are there—that that is the aim and 
th il ho be done, that the work ‘I's have to expect to use arms, 

| t] Communist Party 1} the United States, the pos tion has been 

iken t! it does not advocat the overthrow of the U nited States 
Gove t b rce and violence, and this has revolved especially 
iroul the Ss th Act indictment vhere that position has been taken 

» Strongly. And the chain of reaso neg, if you can eall it a chain of 
reasoning, is that it is the reactionaries that use the force and if the 
lem majority of the people want to have their way they will 
have'to fight this reactionary minority and they are morally justified 
n don Y SO from the st undp yint of democracy, CUC., CLC. And the ac- 


ual facts of the matter are, though, that the Communist Party lead- 
ership have, all of them, studied these basic works of Marxism 
Leninism and have a perfectly clear mutual understanding that if 
und when circumstances do permit that the Communist Party could 

in enough support from workers and other sections of people would 
lead a movement for taking of power. 

Mr. Dorie. The taking of power by force and violence ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Taking it by that means, if there is resistance, and 
taking it without that means, if possible—with the definite under 
standing of all of the Communist Party leaders that I have ever 
talked with that there will | be resistance. They say they will use force 
] d violence of there ls resist: mnce, but it IS ilready decided in the 
Communist Party that there will be resistance. It 1s something like 
the peace and war questions, of aggressive war 

Mr. Doyie. Then if I understand the import of your answer to that 
question it is that in the defense and prosecution under the Smith 
Act of the Smith Act defendants, including the trial in which you 
were engaged—their claim that they did not advocate the use of fore: 
to resistance was phony, it was not a true and correct statement of 
the position of the American Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. As long as the American Communist Party main 
tains that it is a Marxist-Leninist party and bases itself on aixine ) 
Leninism. then there is to me a contradiction between that and the 
Smith Act trial assertions in which the statement was made that the 
Communist Party does not advocate the overthrow of the United 
States Government by force and violence. And I am not able, with 
all of my experience in the Communist Party, to resolve that con- 
tradiction. 

Mr. Dorie. Your testimony places emphasis upon youth work, the 
young people’s work in the Communist Party, the work for children, 
the work for American youth. At any rate, I want to ask you if you 
will take a minute or two and tell us a little bit more about to what 
extent does the American Communist Party place emphasis upon ob- 
taining education of as many American youth as possible ? 

Mrs. Harttx. The Communist Party always places much emphasis 
on its theory and on its program on youth work. It recognizes that 
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the younger generation can furnish vital forces, can furnish forces 
that can be dey eloped into able and very tested Communist leaders 
und has always conside red this important. 

The success of the Communist Party among youth was the greatest 
in the latter 1930’s. In this district, the success of yout h work has been 
very small; since I have come to Seattle, from 1942 to 1950, it has been 
very unsuccessful. 

Mr. Doyix. Do you have any explanation of that fact? Why was 
that the case ? 

Mrs. Harrier. It seemed to me sometimes that the Communist Party, 

though it had the importance of youth work in its program, it didn’t 
, vote too much effort to it; but w hen I wa s assigned as youth director 
I found that there was a more fundamental reason for it as well, and 
that is that the possibilities of doing work among youth along Com- 
munist Party lines were very much smaller than they had been in the 
1930's. It appeared to me that the schools, the colleges and the youth 
organizations had been alerted and.better informed about the Com- 
munist Party and its activities and were much harder to draw into 
these activities. 

Mr. Dorie. What is the policy of the Communist Party, if any pol- 
icy they have, with reference to instructing its members to infiltrate 
deliberately into the major political parties of our country? Have 
they had any programs to try to do that ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The program of the Communist Party—its front 
work is what it is called, its election work or its legislative work has 
always been to make the widest possible inroads where inroads could 
be made. It was not addressed to any particular political party ; there 
had been the ups and downs of separate Farmer-Labor Party ap- 
proaches and a third party approach, and then there had been times 
of working with both the Democratic and Republican Parties, support- 
ing candidates who spoke out in one way or another on these programs 
that the Communist Party was interested in. 

I think that the biggest work in this district, the oreatest success 
in this district of the Communist Party in penetrating a major political 
organization was the Democratic Party. 

Mr. Dorie. While you have been out of the active work of the Com- 
munist Party now for a bit, I assume that you still have some opinion, 
even though it may not be based on your actual personal knowledge 
it this time but is based upon your past experience down to the date 
when you left the party, to the date when you went to the F BI, as to 
whether or not the Communist Party is still an active force in the 
Seattle region. Is there any reason that has come to your attention 
or any opinion that you have that maybe they have stopped being ac- 
tive in the Seattle area ? 

Mrs. Harte. No; I don’t have the slightest opinion that the Com- 
munist Party has stopped being active in the Seattle area. Knowing 
the Communist Party as I do and the persons in it as I do, I would 
say that a latter-day miracle would have to take place to stop that ac- 
tivity completely as of this date. 

Mr. Doytx. Do you think that the underground, the hard core of 
which you were a member, in the Communist Party is just as nu- 
merous and just as active today as it was when you were in it ? 

Mrs. Hartte. No; I don’t think that it is as numerous. I think the 
ones that are left are probably just as active and possibly more so. 
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Mr. Doyie. I think, Mr. airman, that that is all I have, and 
I desire to thank Mrs. Hart le oe much. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. Mrs. Hartle, from time to time it falls to the 
lot of the chairman or the acting chairman of a committee or a sub- 
committee to express the appreciation of the Congress of the United 
States and of the American people to a witness. I think that what I 


have to say, very bh efly, this morning constitutes not on ly the ex cpres 
sion of the full Committee on U: ee in Activities and my distin- 
ou «1 colleague, Mr. Doyle, but » opinion of many hundreds of 
thousands of people whom you have never seen and will probably hever 


meet. 


his hearing, insofar as your participation in it is concerned, has 
bee a uhique one. | Was checking with the other members of the com 
mittee as to whether or not in their memory we have ever had the same 
situation in respect to a witness appearing before a committee—a wit- 
nes jail, actus lly accompanied to and from the hearing room under 
guard, and I find that to the best of the recollection of the other mem- 
bers of the committee that situation has never obtained heretofore. 


You have been sentenced to prison for an offense against the laws 


of the United States: and when Mr. Doyle and I came up here some 
weeks ago to take Vour } reliminary testimony, ] must say that we were 
mewhat cont ised ind 1, for my part, h ud had the feeling before |] 
ut met you that this perhaps was an effort to obtain some measure of 
leniency. The Communists have stated in their throw-away sheets 


that the only reason you did cooperate was because you hoped that 
your pel Lit would be somehow les sened. This e mmittee, obviously, 
as a committee of Congress, has no authority to do anything about that 
sentence as imposed. But I do want it on the record, and I am sure 
that Mr. Doyle will agree with me, that during the course of that pre 
lim ary hearing there was no suggestion on your part having to do 
withthe mitigation of your sentence. 

I understand from members of the staff that the subject has never 
bee . subject of discussion and that to the contr: iy you have said on 
many occasions that you are willing to take the medi ‘ine that has been 
meted out te vou , 


(roll 


if to jail is probably not a pleasant thing under any circum- 
stances, but I can say, and I think that everyone will agree, that prob 
ably no one ever went to jail in Seattle with more well wishes through- 
out the area. 

While, as I say, the committee has no jurisdiction over that sentence, 
h one of us, individually—and again I am sure that I speak for 
the entire House of Representatives—join with those hundreds of 
thousands of other well-wishers in wishing you the very best of luck 
and Godspeed. Yours has been on orde;: . be fore, during, and since 


the trial here on the stand which has been m: irked | trong per- 


Cf 


sonal determination and by quite obvious courage. | itech say that 
t is far easier to take the stand for 15 minutes and rant and rave and 
take the fifth amendment than it is to make a clean break and tell the 
whole truth to the og ence ee But while undergoing the scorn and 
the vilification which has been heaped upon you by the Communist 
Party and by fe llow travelers, and which will be heaped upon you in 
the future, you have, as I said, won the admiration and respect of your 
fellow W ishineto ans al a beyond the borders of this State. Your 
testimol V, as Coul se] has indicated, will be published ; it will be read 
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by hundreds of thousands of American citizens. Your disclosures as 
to the objectives and the scope of the activities of the Communist Party 
in the Seattle area are characteristic of the pattern as the committee 
has found it elsewhere throughout the country, but through your testi 
mony you have been able to make communism a real and living thing 
to thousands upon thousands of citizens to whom it was formerly 
something nebulous and difficult to understand. 

The committee feels that you have made a great and significant co1 
tribution to the continuing fight for human freedom. | might say n 
that connection that the mail coming to the committee, in almost eve ry 
Instance, mentions the fact of your testimony. I have just read a lettet 
here this morning from a 15-year old school girl who had been watch 
Ing the hearings all week. Her conelud hg words were “God bless Mrs 
Hartle.” 

With the cordial thanks of the committee and the ¢ ‘ong@ress of the 
(merican people, you are excused from further attendance under the 
subpena. | Great applause. | 

While the committee cannot in any way change the nature of your 
sentence, we do Ww ish one of the m: arsh: ils would hand you the flowers 
at the end of the table as a small token of our thanks. 

The witness was excused and the committee proceeded to hear 
testimony of other witnesses which is printed in pt. 8 of this series. 
Late additional testimony ot Barbara Hartle was heard.) 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MRS. BARBARA HARTLE 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, are you familiar with the organ 
tion known as the Interracial Action Committee 4 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you explain to the committee, please, what 
part this organization pl: ayed i in the Communist Party orbit ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Interracial Action Committee was formed in 
about 1945 at the instigation of the Communist Party, specifically the 
Negro and National Groups Commission, of which I was then secre 
tary. It was an organization that had both affiliate organizations 
and individual memberships. The individual memberships made it 
possible for Communist Party members and others to take part when 
they could not become a part of it through organizational affiliation. 
This was considered by the Communist Party as a type of organiza 
tion that could activize more people and, ine ide nti lly, made it easier 
for the Communist Party to control it. 

I was a member of the executive board of this organization as a 
representative of the Communist Party or Communist Political 
Association. 

A New World article at that time carried a story listing the afliliated 
organizations and executive board members. The shipscalers’ union 
was one of the affiliates. 

The program of the Interracial Action Committee was to raise cam 
paigns for Negro rights along Communist Party lines. 

With myself as an open Communist on the executive board, the 
idea was that the activities of this committee would be closely identi 
fied with the Communist Party and thus gain new influences, contacts. 
and members, especially from among the Negro people. 

Earl George, as chairman, and myself as secretary of the district 
Negro and National Groups ( ‘ommission, called a ‘meeting of this 
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‘commission to discuss Communist Party policies in the Interracial 
Action Committee. Present at this meeting were Dell Castle, Carl 
Brooks, Earl George, Clark Harper, P. J. Blakes, and myself. All 
members of the commission were known to me as leading Com- 
munists and all leaders in the Interracial Action Committee. 
Present also was John Caughlan, also known to me as a Communist 
Party member and involved in the Interracial Action Committee. 
Present also was a Dr. Kaufman, who was taking a leadership post 
in the Interracial Action Committee but who was a stranger to me. 
The fact of his presence there, plus the discussion in which he partici- 


pated impressed me strongly that he was Communist Party-trained. 
He spoke of his experiences in forming a similar organization some- 
where in the East, and he indicated that he did not wish to be labeled 


is a Communist here. 

I felt certain that he had once been a member of the Communist 
Party but did not know of his membership in Seattle. 

The Interracial Action Committee was a Communist originated and 
controlled organization throughout its duration—about 114 to 2 years. 
Most of its officers were Communists and many Communist Party 
members were members of the committee. Its policies and activities 
were approved by the district leadership of the Communist Party and 
were specifically led by myself as a leading Communist charged with 
responsibility in this field. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, in the course of your testimony, I 
believe you have referred to the term “revisionism.” Will you ex- 
plain to the committee exactly what you mean by that term ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Revisionism is an important subject in the basic 
works of Marxism-Leninism. Of the four great theoretical leaders 
of Marxism-Leninism, it was Lenin and Stalin who wrote about revi- 
sionism. Lenin excoriated the Second Socialist International for 
revisionism and heaped fire on the head of Kar] Kautsky and Bern- 
stein; he accused them of revising Karl Marx, of taking the revolu- 
tionary heart out of Marxism. He said that the doddering old women 
of the Second International were misleading the working class into 
thinking that capitalism could peacefully grow over into socialism. 

Lenin added to Karl Marx’s Political Economy the analysis that 
capitalism had entered a new stage—its highest and moribund stage— 
“imperialism.” 

One of the basic works of Marxism-Leninism, Imperialism, by Lenin, 
contains this contribution to Marxist-Leninist theory. According to 
Lenin’s analysis, the peaceful period of the development of capitalism 
had come to an end at the beginning of the 20th century. The old 
Socialist International was not prepared to deal with this new pe- 
riod—the era of imperialist wars and proletarian revolutions. Lenin 
founded the party of the new type, the type of party that would and 
could cope with the new stage of capitalism—a revolutionary party, 
not a reformist party. 

This new type of party, according to Marxism-Leninism, must be 
so trained and organized as to be able to lead the working class and 
its allies to the seizure of power, to the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
and through maintaining that power to build socialism and later com- 
munism, the next stage after socialism. 

According to Lenin, it is revisionism to teach the working class that 
it can come into power peaceably, through parliamentary means. 
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Lenin says many, many times that the e _ viii class will resist with 
force and the party of the new type must teach the working class to 
meet this resistance also with force, with aaa struggle. 

To teach the working class otherwise is betraval of the workin oO 
class and the goal of socialism. 

I have taught from and recommended for study n uty basic works 
of Marxism-Leninism that contain these ideas: The Selected Works of 
V. 1. Lenin; the Collected Works of V. 1. Lenin; the ¢ sotandie Mani- 
festo by Marx, which is the foundation for the class struggle concept; 
Foundations of Leninism, by Joseph Stalin; The Teachings of Kar] 
Marx, by V. I. Lenin; Leninism, by Stalin; and others. 

In my first 3 or 4 years in the Communist Party I read similar ideas 
expressed in works by Communist leaders of the United States of 
America: Towards a Soviet America, by William Z. Foster; Why 
Communism? by Olgin; A Manual on Organization, by Peters; Mis- 
leaders of Labor, by William Z. Foster; proceedings and resolutions 
of the C. P. U.S. A. conferences and conventions held in past periods. 

I used Peters’ manual and a chart that went with it in party struc- 
ture in a class that I taught in Spokane, the first Communist Party 
class that I can recall teaching in the middle 1930’s. 

Although I had studied a lot about revisionism, 1 did not recognize 
it when it cropped up in the C. P. U.S. A. I felt no uneasiness about 
accepting the Browder revisionism and cannot recall being at all im- 
pressed with any revolutionary doubts that were from time to time 
expressed to me by individual Communist Party members. I con- 
sidered them leftist and found no difficulty in marshaling arguments 
to bolster the revisionist position. 

The Duclos article hit me like a thunderbolt ; because of my study 
of Marxism-Leninism, I realized to a fair extent the seriousness of 
the charge of revisionism. I was completely disoriented and did not, 
of myself, arrive at a solid position toward it. The orientation came 
from Henry Huff, district chairman, and from party national head- 
quarters. 

Trained in idolization of Communist Party leadership, I first wrote 
an article in support of Browder, which I tore up before submitting 
it to anyone. Under district leadership, with hints and suggestions 
coming as to which side was right and how the forces were lining up, 
I wrote another article on the Foster side, which was printed in the 
Daily Worker. 

Once oriented, I got into the full swing of the reconstitution. This 
reconstitution revived my interest and enthusiasm for the Communist 
Party to a considerable extent, especially as long as the battle against 
revisionism remé ined for the most part an interparty campaign. 

The revisionism of Browder was essentially a class collaboration 
instead of a class-struggle policy, according to the Communist Party. 
Browder had spun dreams of a peaceful world, with progress coming 
in a peaceful way, with capitalism willing to make concessions in this 
new world situation. 

In the Communist Political Association, the point was often made 
that the reason for this situation was the victory of Soviet Russia in 
World War IT and the defeat of fascism. 

Now the whole world was in a position to make great progress in 
a peaceful manner, according to Browder. The Communist Party 
lambasted these illusions on c¢ apitalism and capitalists of Browder and 
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set itself on the path of struggle again, this time against the world 
imperialist forces led by the United States of America imperialist gov- 
ernment. 

Rev islonism, its ideas and discoverable followers, were thrown out 
of the party after Browder, in an energetic and high-handed manner, 
in a reconstitution campaign that continued after the formal reconsti- 
tution in 1945, up to the time that I fully quit the Communist Party 
on March 12, 1954. 

One of Henry Hufl’s analyses of myself for breaking party disci- 
pline was that I had not fully cast off Browderism. Despite his at- 
tempt to thus channel me into a somewhat neutral position, my own 


1 


analysis was that I was casting off not only Marxism Leninism but 
revisionism, along with it at the same time, in favor of democracy and 
freedom, in favor of support of the Government of our country. 

I cast off the paradise of socialism as an enticing bait that had been 
dal eled before people’s eves for a variety of reasons in the last couple 
hundred years and which the Marxist-Leninist leaders seized upon as a 
reason for achieving the power of government, knowing that the ap- 
peal of a heaven on earth could amass a large and strong set of fol- 
lowers 

The international Communist leaders, in addition, strongly empha- 
sized the term “scientific socialism,” which is another shrewd theo- 
retical move to win followers in a historical period of great scientific 
advancement. 

Lenin himself revised the many dreams of socialism that grew out 
of Karl Marx’s theories and explained that when the Communist Party 
comes to power the really big difficulties will only start: that immed1- 
ately to expect a heaven on earth is not realistic and, moreover, that 
there isnosuch thing as pure socialism. 

The fight of the Communist movement against revisionism can 
only be objectively explained as a fight against democratic processes, 
as a fight against elements that would disperse forces from Communist 
dictatorial power. 

If Earl Browder’s theories had had their way in the Communist 
Party of this country, the undeviating support of the United States 
Communist Party to the world Communist movement, headed by 
Soviet Russia. would have been threatened. , 

Titoism is a prime example of just such a development. Titoism is 
revisionism. Since Tito and the Communist Party that he headed held 
nower, and their doings had a much greater impact on world com- 
munism than a party not in power could have, the Communist move- 
ment portrayed Titoism as outright betrayers to imperialism. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, you mentioned Tito revisionism and 
also Browder revisionism and that Browder advocated a policy of 
coexistence between capitalism and communism. Now do you believe 
that Browder’s revisionism is true revisionism? IT mean wasn’t Brow 
der taki g an opportunity 1 the situation when the Soviet Union 
needed the United States as an ally in the last war? Therefore, his 
revision Was 1n accord with the views and objectives of the Soviet 
Union, were they not, whereas Tito’s revisionism is certainly not in 
ACE ord W ith the Sov let Union ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I think it is true to say that Browder’s revisionism fit 
in very well with the aims of Soviet Russia. inasmuch as the United 


States of America was an ally in World War II. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Browder’s revisionism was accepted then, whereas 
Tito’s revisionism was not accepted. Is that a correct statement / 

Mrs. Harrie. Browder’s revisionism was accepted as long as it was 
of value to Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, in the early days of your membership 
in the Communist Party, did you have an opportunity to observe 
closely the relationship between the Communist Party and unemployed 
coune ils? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; 1 did. When I first joined the Communist Party 
in 1933, the Communist Party was very active in organizing and buil i 
ing the Unemployed Councils. Organization was being built in the 
neighborhoods, t » have any Une mip loyed Council in each ne igh bor- 
hood. Almost all of the members of the Communist Party that I 
knew were members of the Unemployed Councils and were officers of 
these councils. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what location, generally, are you speaking now ¢ 

Mrs. Harte. Of Spokane. 

The reports that I heard at meetings and the conversations that I 
had with Communist leaders in Spokane at that time made me aware 
that the Communist Party was the main driving force, in fact, the 
only driv Ing fore e, be hind h: ay ing the U nemp loyed C ounce ils org: anized. 

I heard of m: iny cases where an individual Communist member felt 
that he needed more relief or wanted more relief and where the coun- 
cils would take up his individual case, send a committee to the welfare 
officials and attempt to secure and often did secure special relief for 
that person. 

It was standard practice for a Communist Party member to depend 
on the Communist Party and the Unemployed Councils to take action 
for him as an individual in order to gain special relief measures. 

It was also a fact that the Unemployed Councils which were led by 
the Communists, would organize similar committees to gain relief for 
other persons or groups of persons, and it was standard practice to 
recruit into the Communist Party, on the basis of this help, members. 

[ remember persons re arte. that they had recruited Communist 
Party members right in the building of the welfare offices, either while 
waiting to take up the cases or immediately after they had been 
taken up. 

The recruiting of the Communist Party and the unemployed activi 
ties were very closely associated. Most of the recruiting of the Com- 
munist Party at that time took place around these unemployed 
activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any effort made by the Communist Party to 
obtain as members welfare workers who had the responsibility of de 
cisions in relief matters? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the later period, especially during the time that 
the Workers’ Alliance was the relief organization that the Communist 
Party worked in, the program was broadened somewhat to try to 
recruit or have influence with persons in the welfare setup. Especially 
it was considered desirable to have as a member or as a person friendly 
to the Communist Party a person who was a visitor, a welfare visitor. 

The Communist Party used to evaluate the visitors—which were 
good ones and which were bad ones, 
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Mr. Tavenner. And do you know of any instances in which apphi- 
cants for relief were denied relief and who were granted relief after 
becoming members of the Communist Party ¢ ¢ 

Mrs. HARrxe. No; I can’t recall any such instances. However, it is 
correct to Say that persons whose cases were taken up by the Commu 
nist Party often received relief which they had not received before, 
and in that way I think it would be true. 

Phe Communist analysis of that was that organized effort would get 
results that persons were not able to obtain without organization. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Now what you have said relates particularly to the 
Uns mployed Councils; is that correct ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the situation virtually the same with regard 
to the Workers’ Alliances 9 which followed 2 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; the situation was virtually the same. The Com- 
munist Party in Spokane controlled the leadership and the policies 

‘ Workers’ Alliance after the merger took place of some unem- 
nthe d org: inizi tions. There was at the very beginning some struggle 
fon . dership, na this was very ghosts won by the Communist Party, 
an Ww orker Allis ance 1n Spok: une was led and controlled by the 
Communist Party for the much greater part of its existence there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Harry Crumbaker, in the course of his testi- 
mony, said that he attended many fraction meetings within the 
Workers’ Alliance, and I believe he indicated that you were present 


at some of those meetings. C wn you give the committee any additional 
information re: itn the fract ion meetings to which he referred ? 
a s. Harrie. There were often fraction meetings of the Communist 


Party, especially during the Workers’ Alliance period. What would 
be done is th at the Com munist Party would call a meeting of all of its 
members i » Workers’ Alliance and discuss the program and poli- 
cies to be to ed in the Workers’ Alliance, and this would include 
discussion of ould be elected to leadership of the Workers’ 
Alliance. 

I have attended some of those fraction meetings in my capacity asa 
leader of the Communist Party of Spokane. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee any information, in 
addition to that which you have heretofore given, regarding the activ 
ity of Mr. Harry Crumbaker in the Communist Party in Spokane? 

Mrs. Harrie. Harry Crumbaker was recruited into the Communist 


Party Spokane in about the middle 1930’s and was an active member 
of the C« munist Party for a period of at least 2 vears and probab ly 


4 once a member of the section con imittee of the Com 
> 


I 
. T ., ] 
munist rarty i. Gadicea. 
Mr. T 


\VENNER. Cat \ oly ] he names of any other persons 
sho were members of the section committee at the same time that Mr. 


y 
Crumbaker was a member ? 


Mrs. Harrie. Jim Hagegin, Art Furnish, Caroline Haggin, J. H. 
V Orman, Ruth \ Ormat They, I am sure, were members 
ot the s l ( mittee at tha Time Leo rd Wildman and Harold 
Wildman were al nembers of the secti omiiittee in Spokane at 
that me, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, fi time to time, during the course 
f the hear os, reference ha en made to various Communist Party 


schools and the training that members of the Communist Party re- 
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ceived, Will you tell the committee, please, what the aim and purpos 
of the Communist Party was in giving training to its members? 

Mrs. Hartie. The aim and purpose of this training of Communist 
Party members was to make Marxist-Leninists out of them, to give 
them such a thorough grounding that they would be able to under 
stand the necessity for all Communist Party activities, methods, and 
policies. 

There is somewhere in Marxist-Leninist theoretical works a pas 
sage, sentence, or even word that will analyze any conceivable ques- 
tion that a person can raise. The fact that many of these answers 
seem contradictory at first hearing is explained on the basis of dialec- 
ties, which shows that since the condition of each situation is different. 
the answer will also be different. It also shows that change is con- 
etant—so that an answer given at one time will be the opposite at an 
other time. The member is enveloped in a philosophical smog as 
he studies and accepts Marxist-Leninist theory. In theory, as in ac- 
tivity, the member is so swamped by the Communist Party that a 
ideas and beliefs, just as other activities, are shoved into the back 
cround. He neglects and forgets his past; he 1s drawn into a whirl 
wind of activities and ideas that tax all of his physical and mental ca 
pacities; and if he does not successfully resist, he becomes a profes 
sional revolutionary. 

Marxist-Leninist theory is considered indispensable by the Com 
munist Party. Stalin’s definition of the relation between theory and 
practice is: “Theory without practice is sterile. Practice without 
theory is blind.’ 

Communist Party members learn to understand the importance and 
cor rectness of their activities as they begin to grasp Marxist-Leninist 
theory. Besides classes and meetings, a member must engage in inten 
sive self bady if he ever hopes to begin to master Marxism-Leninism. 
Members are informed that it is immodest to expect to completely 
master it. 

Mr. Tavenner. In addition to the training in Communist Party 
schools, what training was given to the rank and file members of the 
Communist Party during the course of their membership ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party organized new member classes 
to which new members were invited and at which they received intro 
ductory instruction. 

I remember a series of about 10 or 12 ae classes held in Victory 
Hall, at Third and Marion Streets, in about 1940. One of the pul 
poses of these classes was to integrate the new members faster int: 
theory and activity than would be the case through branch meetings 
alone. Pe rsons showing promise in the se Cc I: asses were re porte | bae k 
to their brane thes with the aim of having them more rapidly promoted 
in the Communist Party. The subject matter of these new member 
classes was ; quite hgnt, showing the class division in the capitalist 
society and explaining how the Communist Party represents the inter- 
ests of the wor cine class. The current front program of the Com- 
munist Party was emphasized. A big feature of these classes, in com- 
parison to more advanced classes, was to let the discussion run its 
course, to find out what questions were bothering the new members, 
and to give the Communist Party answers in as simple a form as 
possible. 
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I cannot recall the names of any of the students of this particular 
series of classes. Very few of the many recruits of that time atte snded, 
as the attendance was considered voluntary. 

Another form of education of new members was the branch educa- 
1 onal. An edu ational IS considered a necessary part of each Com- 
munist Party branch agenda. These educationals are led usually by 
the branch organizer or branch educational director and are based 
on works of Marxism-Leninism and on the current writings of the 
Communist Party, such as Political Affairs. 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred to the fact that the most promising 
students were reported back to their respective branches, so that their 
advancement in communism might be encouraged. Was this followed 
by any special leadership training on the part of such individuals ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Leadership training classes were regularly organized 
by the Communist Party as the next step in the education of a Com- 
munist Party member. 

I remember a series of leadership training classes, about 14 weekly 
sessions, that I held in Spokane in 1941-42, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe those classes, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The purpose of these classes was to give introductory 
sessions in the basic theory of Marxism-Leninism, divided into such 
subjects as “political economy,” the “basic theory of the Communist 
Party,” “the state,” “dialectical and historical materialism,” “strategy 
and tactics,” and others. 

The material for teaching of these sessions was based on an outline 
furnished by the district educational department and on my own notes 
of a district full-time school which I attended in 1937. These out- 
Maas included the assignments for study from basic Marxist-Leninist 
works and from current material of the Communist Party. Some of 
the works I taught from were: History of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union—— 

Mr. Tavenner. That was considered a “must” in Communist Party 
education : was it not ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; it was. It was considered the most single val- 
uable piece of Marxist-Leninist literature after it was published for 
educational work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed, please. 

Mrs. Harrie. Other works were: Political Economy by Leontiev; 
The Communist Manifesto, by Karl Marx; Socialism: Utopian and 
Scientific, by Frederick Engels. 

The result of these classes was the eme rgence of a new active leader- 
ship for the Spokane section. This was recognized | Vv the district 
leadership and was the reason they gave me for bringing me into full- 
time work in the district. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the names of those who attended the 
courses conducted by you ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I recall some of the names: Harold Eddings, who 
became a member of the section committee of the ¢ ‘ommunist P arty 
in Spokane ; Genevieve Eddings, his wife, who became a branch officer ; 
Maybelle W heeler, who later became a section officer ps the Spokane 
section; Vernon Riley, who became a branch oflicer; Earl Carpenter, 
who was a member of the section committee; Emma Carpenter, Earl 
Carpenter’s wife, who was a branch officer; Grace Dahlke, who was 
a branch officer; Herman Schulz, who was a section committee mem- 
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ber and a leader in the Communist Partv’s work among railroad 
workers. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Do you recall any other specific training that was 
given Communist Party members ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I remember another leadership training class in late 
1947 or early 1948. I taught a series of 14 weekly classes to further 
train south King regional leaders in Marxism-Leninism. My teach 
ing there was directly based upon what I had learned at a 2-month 
national training school and included the subjects, Marxist-Leninist 
Political Economy, The Basie Theory of the Communist Party, Dia 
lectical and Historical Materialism, The Struggle for Democracy, 
Peace Strategy and Tactics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you rec all the names of any of the members of 
the Communist Party who attended these c eee 

Mrs. Harrie. Some of the names that I recall are Frank Kerr, Ren- 
ton section organizer, a member of the Communist Party in the ma- 
chinists’ union; Caroline Canafax, who was section organizer of the 
Duwamish Bend section of the Communist Party; John Zobrist, or- 
ganizational secretary of the South King region of the Communist 
Party and also once section organizer of the White Center section of the 
Communist Party; Paul Bowen, a member of the South King regional 
committee; Anita Miller, secretary of the Rainier Valley section of 
the Communist Party, who lived in the Holly Park housing project : 
Zella Apt, who was secretary of the Duw: unish Bet 7 section of th 
Communist Party and lived in the South Park area; Calvin Harris, 
member of the District Youth Committee and who lived in the Sou 
Park area; Pearl Thrasher, South King press director, who lived 
South Park. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any other leadership training schools 
of a different character, which you conducted? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; there were. In late 1949 or early 1950, while I 
was district educational director, I taught in a 2-day class sponsored 
by the district Negro commission on Marxist Lenn ist theory on the 
national and Negro question. Other teachers besides myself were 
Clayton Van Lydegraf, district organizational secretary, and Paul 
Bowen, organizer of the central region of King County and member 
of the district Negro commission. Regional officers and members of 
the district and regional Negro commissions were required to attend. 

The purpos e of these classes was to educate the top parts leader 
ship firmly in the Marxist-Leninist analysis of the national and Negro 
question, so that the extensive Communist Party program on Negi 
work would be fulfilled. The texts for these classes were, The National 
Question, by Joseph Stalin, and Negro Liberation, by Haywood. 

The class was held in the basement. recreation room of the home of 
Ruth Bitterman in North Seattle. Some of the students in attend 
ance were: Ted Dokter. officer of the Southwest Washington regio 
of the Communist Party; Calvin Harris; Clark Harper; Irving Jones, 
a leader of the Communist Party in Vancouver, Washington; Stan 
Henrickson, organizer of the northwest Washington region of the 
Communist Party; Merrill Kimple, organizer of the South King 
region of the Communist Party; Ruth Bitterman, officer of the North 
King region of the Communist Party; Terry Pettus, editor of the 
People’s World, Northwest edition, as his Communist Party assign- 
ment. and a member of the district Negro commission. 





a 
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Mr. Tavenner. What full-time training schools for Communist 
Party members were you connected with ? 

Mrs. Hartie. In 1947 I taught a class in a 1-week full-time district 
training school of the Communist Party in the building of the Pacific 
Northwest Labor School on Second Avenue, North, near Denny Way. 
The subject that I taught was The Basic Theory of the Communist 
Party, and the purpose of the class I taught was specifically to route 
out revisionism of Marxism-Leninism, and on what the Communist 
Party is and what its roll should be in the class struggle and the seizure 
of power by the working class and in the establishment of socialism. 
The material for this class was based on an outline prepared by Ed 
Alexander, district educational director at that time and director of 
this school. 

Some of the texts I taught from and that were studied by the students 
were: Short Course History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, by Frederick Engels, The 
Communist Manifesto, by Karl Marx, The Struggle against Revision- 
ism, a series of articles by United States Communist Party national 
officers about the Communist Party reconstitution, and Marxism and 
Revisionism, which comprises selections from Lenin and Stalin. 

Some of the students in this 1-day class that I taught were: Ruth 
Porter, a member of the central region of the Communist Party; 
Caroline Canafax, from the South King region of the Communist 
Party; Harold Sunoo, member of the North King region of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any other district full-time training 
schools in which you participated as an instructor ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; there were. I taught political economy in two 
district _o schools, two full-time 1-week schools for leadership 
training in 1945 and 1946. In the 1945 school I taught political econ- 
omy soutien to the Communist Political Association program and 
found it necessary to do a great deal of improvising to make the Marx- 
ist-Leninist analysis of political economy fit in with the non-class- 
struggle program and perspective of the CPA. I had already 
learned that Marxism-Leninism is not a static science, that it grows 
and develops. I believed that a new stage in history had been achieved 
at the end of World War II and that the science of Marxism-Leninism 
had to take this into account. It was thus that I explained the clearly 
ipparent contradictions between Marxist-Leninist political economy 
is we had known it and the new analysis that would have to be added. 

In the 1946 school, after the reconstitution of the Communist Party, 


[ covered the ground again, this time explaining how the old Marxism- 
Leninism was right all along and that the difficulty had been that the 
Communist Party of this cou ntry had gotten off the track of Marxism- 
Leninisn nd had fallen into revisionism. 

Som oft » texts used in the 1946 district training school were: The 
Communist M unifesto, by Kar | M: arx: Socialism: Utopian and Scien- 


tific, by Frederick Engels; The Teachings of Karl Marx, by V. I. 
Lenin; Kapital, volume I, by Ks ad Marx; Short C ne History of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union; Imperialism, by V. I. Lenin; 
Value, Price, and Profit, by Marx: Wage, Labor, and Capital, by Marx. 
At this aed school, for the first time that I knew of, some of the 
mass leaders of the Communist Party, the top mass leaders, attended 
district school. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 6211 


Mr. Tavenner. This was in 1946, after the reconstitution of the 
Communist Party, was it not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. These persons were not usually drawn into such 
theoretical study in schools. 

I remember Tom Rabbitt, William J. Pennock, and Terr y Pettus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember those persons as having attended 
this particular school ? 

Mrs. Hartix. Yes, I remember those persons as having attended this 
school that I taught in 1946. 

The other students were mainly composed of section organizers and 
sections secretaries, Communist Party members in important trade- 
union work or in youth and Negro w ork. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, you mentioned the fact that you at- 
tended a 2-month national training school in preparation for your 
work in the Communist Party. Will you tell the committee, ples ise, 
when you attended the national training school, the circumstances 
under which you were selected for that work, and give the committee 
the benefit of all the knowledge that you have regarding its operation ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the spring of 1946 I was selected by the district 
leadership as the district student to a full-time 2-month national train- 
ing school for theoreticians and propagandists. The aim of sending 
me was to prepare me for the post of district educational director. 

The school was held at Camp Beacon, which is a recreational camp 
on the Hudson, not far from New York City. The director of the 
school, Jacob Mindel, in beginning the school explained that the 
students at the school were not beginners in the study of Marxism- 
Leninism but were persons who were to be trained as theoreticians and 
propagandists who would be able to lead the theoretical struggle to 
rout out all the last remnants of Browder revisionism in the Com- 
munist Party. The instructors of the school were top national people 
of the Communist Party: Jacob Mindel, Mary Himoff, Max Weiss, 
Steve Nelson, Henry Winston, Walter Neff, William Z. Foster, and I 
am sure that a man named Clark taught on the veteran question. 

The subject matter of the school was divided into such topics as: 
Marxist-Leninist Political Economy, Dialectical and Historical Mate- 
rialism, The Basic Theory of the Communist Party, The Struggle for 
Democracy, Peace, The National and Negro Question, Strategy and 
Tactics, The Roll of Marxist-Leninist Educational Work, The State, 
The U.S.S. R. 

The students in attendance at the school were selected by districts 
from all parts of the United States. Some were district leaders; some 
were import unt persons 1n Communist press work: and some were 
persons in trade union and other mass work for the Communist Party 

Some of the students that I recall in this school were: Mark Haller, 
Caroline Drew, Charles Nusser, and a man named Al from Chicago 
I think his last name was George. There was a trade-union leader 
from Chicago, whose name I cannot recall. He was a big man, quite 
forceful and had constant trouble in assimilating the ideas. He was 
constantly wrangling with Mindel. There was a Negro woman named 
Hazel, from Cc hics ago, a young woman, and there was a man named 
Andy, TI believe from New Jersey. Andy was the first name. Then 
there was Howard Johnson from New York, Tony Martin from New 
York, from Brooklyn; Bernard Burton—TI later saw articles in the 
Daily Worker under the byline of Bernard Burton. There was a 
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wonia hamed Steinberg trom Philadelphia or Pittsburgh, but I am 
quite sure she was from Philadelphia; a Dorothy Chase from New 
York, who is the wife of Homer Chase who was organizer in Florida 


or (r1eorge la She had been in the United Klectrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America. There was Steve Murdock, a writer for the 
People’s World—I believe in Los Angeles. ‘There was a young white 
man from Chicago. There was Bob Hamilton, who was to become 
organizer in Indiana, and Mrs. Bob Hamilton, his wife. There was 

man connected with the Communist Party work among the auto 
workers in Detroit. whose name I cannot remembe1 Ile was a long 
time me ber of the Communist Party, was said to have gone to the 
Lenin school in the 1930's. I remember it as being probably a Finnish 
hame 


Mr. Tavenner. It is true, is it not, Mrs. Hartle, that the primary 
objective of the Communist Party is to secure power through increas- 

g its membership / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not also true 


Communist Party were cesloned TO 


hat many of the activities of the 
ring into the party any persons 

o were difficult to reach by activities in what you have previously 
referred to as front organiZations ¢ 


Mrs. Hartie. Yes. 


Mr. Tavenner. It is true then that the educational features which 


vou have discussed ere highiy mmportant, not o1 ly for training per 
sons who had become members, but it was important also for the pur 
pose of creas o members 1) Would that not toll w / 

Mrs. Harrie. Ye 

Nii TaAvENNER. Were there anv educational feature to the work 
of the Communist Party besides schooling and educational training 


in the restricted sense of that term, which would have the combined 
purpose and objective of educating its members and at the same time 


. g others ft ‘come members ¢ 

Mii I] LE. The e Wasa spec al LV pe ot meeting organized 
by the Commu Party, ¥ 1 had educational value, both for 

members and non-Communists who could be brought to attend. 
e lding of Lenin memorial meetings in January or February 
of year, Col memorating the aeatil at Vi. 1. is 1? oO} January 21, 
124 i 1 reg i’ practice in the Communist Party throughout my 
»p unt | left Seatt le n 1950 The purpose of these meet- 
i to emphasize the ore il theoretical and pract cal contribution 
that Lenin made to the world proletarian revolutionary movement. 
He espe ially honored by the ¢ ommunist Party as being the first 
d lual in history under whose leadership a successful proletarian 


revolution Was accomplished and the establishment ot a socialism in 
a country achieved. 
The socialist goal of the Communist Party for the United States of 


(America was usually brought out at these meetings. Since this So- 
cialist goal was often lost sight of and neglected in the course of year- 


perspec tive of I he older membe1 S and were considered \ aluable instrue- 

tion in international working-class solidarity for newer members. 
Although these Lenin memorial meetings were open to the public, 

tickets were sold, the main attention was to brmging the membership 


round work, these meetings had the effect of rev iving the revolutionary 


1 
to the meeting. 
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It was realized that these meetings did not have the broad type of 
appeal to bring in many non-Communists. Sometimes the bringing 
of close contacts was organized with the aim of recruiting them, either 
right in the meeting, through the appea il of national speakers, or right 
after the meeting as a result of its stimulus. The current program of 
the Communist Party was also om forth at these meetings. 

Main attention at these meetings was the ‘ge 5 of basic Marwxist- 
Leninist literature and espec li ally the works of V. Lenin. 

\ similar type of meeti 1 we re those spon sored . the Communist 
Party to celebrate the October revolution sometime near its date, No 
vember the 7th. These meetings had about the same purpose al d 
character and result as the Lenin memorial meetings, 


} 


In the early years of my membership In Spokane, the early and 
middle 1930's, meetings of a similar character were organized by the 
Communist Party to celebrate the Paris Commune, which, according 
to Marxism-Leninism, was the first effort of the proletariat to take 
power. Lessons were drawn in these meetings from the failure of the 
French proletariat and instruction given as to the mistakes made, and 
the assurance that the Communist Party would give the working class 
the kind of theory and leadership to assure victory. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony, we have heard 
of numerous street meetings which were addressed by members ot the 
Communist Party. Will you describe the principal objectives of such 
meetings ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Street meetings on or near the “skid row” were a regu- 
lar practice by the Communist Party in the early and middle 1930’s 
when I was a Communist Party member in Spokane. Many of them 
were held at that time. The main subject of discussion was the depres- 
sion, interwoven with pro-Soviet propaganda. The situation in China 
was much under discussion at that time and the Scottsboro case was 
regularly talked about. The purpose of these meetings was to spread 
Communist influence among the unemployed, win recruits to the party, 
sell party literature and press, and raise funds. 

The Communist Party campaign against fascism and war was also 
an important subject. 

At that time the street meetings were one of the main activities of the 
Communist Party, and a high proportion of its recruits and funds 
came from it. Some of the speakers at these street meetings were 
J. H. Van Orman, then section organizer of the Spokane Communis* 
Party; and Jim Haggin, Communist Party leader in the unemployed 
work of the Communist Party. 

In orde rto les arn how to be a ¢ ‘communist spokesman, | Was assigned 
to speak at some of these meetings in 1937-38 and received my first 
practice in speaking in this way. 

Communist street meetings were almost abandoned in about 1938 or 
1939 and were not resumed until after the reconstitution of the Com 
munist Party. Morris Rappaport explained that “skid row” street 
meetings were not productive of the necessary results and that work 
in labor and other organizations was the important work for the Com- 
munist Party. 

Street meetings in Seattle were resumed in about 1948 by the water- 
front section of the Communist Party at Occidental and Main Streets. 
Main speakers were James K. Bourne, Margaret Backlund, Ralph 
Hall, and myself. 
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In about 1949 the South King region, of which I was organizer, held 
weekly street meetings for several months. At these meetings I was 
the main speaker, and others were Merrill Kimple, Caroline Canafax, 
Leo Canafax. 

Speakers from other organizations were often included on the pro- 
gram. Some of these were Terry Pettus, of the People’s World; Wil- 
lam J. Pennock, of the Washington Pension Union; and as a leader 
in the maritime unions I remember Jerry Tyler. Almost all, if not 
all, of these invited non-Communist speakers were members of the 
Communist Party and known to meas such. 

Resumption of street meetings was viewed as a part of the casting 
off of Browder revisionism, of taking the party’s program to the 
workers and of speaking openly in the name of the party. The pro 
gram and line of the street meetings received very little direction from 
the district leadership. The main aim of these meetings was to raise 
funds through the collections taken and to sell off or distribute a part 
of the Communist Party literature quota. 

Relatively few recruits were taken into the party as a result of these 
meetings, as compared with the depression period. The response to 
the meetings was also relatively small. 

National headquarters of the Communist Party encouraged holding 
street meetings in neighborhoods, in working-class and Negro districts. 
The south King region, under my leadership, had attempted to carry 
this through at 21st and Jefferson and at 11th and Jackson in Seattle. 
The complete lack of response discouraged the effort. 

The main purpose of all of these street meetings was to put forth 
the Communist Party line and covered a wide variety of subjects. 
The Communist peace campaign received much attention. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mrs. Hartle, investigations conducted by the 
committee have indicated an extreme interest on the part of the Com- 
munist Party in the American Federation of Teachers. This was 
true at Harvard University; it was true on the west coast, as shown 
by testimony taken at Los Angeles. Now will you tell the committee, 
please, to what extent emphasis was put upon infiltration into the 
American Federation of Teachers in this area, if any ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I do know that there was some infiltration of the 
American Federation of Teachers in this area. I remember discus- 
sions at district plenums in the latter 1930’s, in which work in the 
Teachers Union impressed me as being considered just as important 
as work in unions of basic industry. I received the impression tlen 
that the Communist Party did have a number of members in the 
Teachers Union and this impression was further deepened by reporting 
of activities and resolutions of the Teachers Union in the Communist 
press, such as the Washington New Dealer. 

In the later period, in the latter 1940’s, I held discussions with Mrs. 
Josephine Hughes about this work. She pointed out to me that her 
work in the Teachers Union and in organizing some members of the 
Communist Party that she knew in the Teachers Union might be more 
important than being an officer of a branch or section in the south 
King region of the Communist Party. The result of the discussion 
was that I fully confirmed her belief that work in the AFT was 
important and encouraged her to organize that work but at the same 
time also to try to carry out her assignment as an officer. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What effort was made, if any, to infiltrate the 
Parent-Teachers’ Association ? . : 

Mrs. Harrie. The extent of Communist Party membership and 
activity in the Parent-Teachers’ Association has been extremely small. 
The desirability of such influence has always been recognized by the 
Communist Party. The district women’s commission several times 
discussed the necessity of assigning women Communists to this work 
but no large campaign was ever carried through. 

Communist women whom I have known to be members of the PTA 
are: Helen Nelson, Fern Kerr, Irene Hull, Thorun Robel. Com- 
munist women in PTA were assigned to carry through the party line 
on such questions as civil liberties, academic freedom, greater appro- 
priations for anything connected with the educational field, Com- 
munist peace campaigns, and Negro-equality questions. The usual 
Communist-front method was employed to take some issue already of 
interest to the members of the organization and then to tack on in as 
feasible manner as possible some other meaning or issue which brings 
it closer to Communist policy. For example, the Communists, in sup- 
porting the day-nursery program, would, as Communists, deepen the 
understanding of the women as to the fact that it is women workers 
mainly who need these nurseries in operation. Thus class division and 
conflict is brought into the picture. 

Communists in PTA, as Communists everywhere else, should find 
contacts for the party and attempt to recruit them. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, Mrs. Hartle, to what extent was the Com 
munist Party in this area interested in the work of the Progressive 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. To a very considerable extent. After the reconsti- 
tution, the Communist Party recognized its revisionism of Marxism- 
Leninism in the political field and decided that the correct program 
was for a new third, anti-imperialist party. After this ideological 
campaign had proceeded for at least a year, the Progressive Party 
was founded, preceded for a period by the Progressive Citizens of 
America. The Communist Party viewed this as a development along 
favorable lines and in this district threw considerable effort into the 
support and building of it and was able to furnish the top leadership 
as well in the State. 

Hugh DeLacy, head of the Progressive Citizens of America, Jerry 
O’Connell and Tom Rabbitt, head of the Progressive Party—all 
three of whom were in executive positions—were members of the Com- 
munist Party, to the best of my understanding. 

I have less knowledge of O’Connell’s Communist Party member- 
ship than of DeLacy and Rabbitt, but have sat in Communist Party 
meetings with him when all present were Communists, and I under- 
stood him to be one also or at least so sympathetic as to make no actual 
difference. 

Many Communist Party members were for the founding of the 
Progressive Party in this State and worked in it after its founding. 
They numbered in the hundreds. The policy of the Progressive Party 
in this State was controlled by the Communist Party; and if there 
were any problems at all along this line, they came from national 
demands or from demands of persons and groups working also in 
the Progressive Party and whom the Communist Party wanted to 
retain and influence. 
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Other Communist Party leaders also in leadership of the Progres- 
ve Party were William J. Pennock, Karley Larsen, Fair Taylor, 
Lom Rabbitt Jerry ()'( onnell. 
ommunist Party members active in the Progressive Party were: 
Backlund, Pearl Thrasher, Frank Kerr, Ethel Roark, Ann 
and Herman Schulz, Spokane; John Greenman, Tacoma; 
Kmma Harman. 
r. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, the committee staff has procured from 
cretary of state of the State of Washington a photostatic copy 
ie reports required to be made by law of the proceedings of the 
hating convention for the year 1952. It is noted that the certifi- 
vhed \ Thoma Cah ibbitt, permal ent secre tary of the Pro- 
Party. You have heretofore identified him as a member of 
nist Party, have you not ¢ 
\RTLE. 
ENNER. he ent referred to contains a certificate 
ce at the nominating convention of the Progressive Party, 
he 9th day of September 1952. Will you please examine 
| read into the record the names of those appearing thereon 
vn to you to ive been n embers of the Communist Party / 
rE. Yes. John Boan, Thorun Robel. 7 homas C, Rabbitt, 
James, M irgaret M. Donaldson, Thomas Patrick, 
Fair Taylor, Alexander John Walters, Marjorie H. 
. mb, John L. Neill, Caroline Newburger, 
‘gy, Gunstan G. Rystad, Madeline L. Pattison, Cecil 
1S. Daschbach, William J. Pennock. 
VENNER. Will you yw count the number of those 
atures appear on the list ? 
. Harrie. Yes. Thirty-three. 
NNER. | have KX ¢ 


W hose 


‘pt a record of the number of those identi 
as members of the Communist Party. Out of the total 
mes, you have identified 19. 
as likewise procure d from the secretary of State a certi 
he Indepe dent Party, made on the 12th day of Sep- 
Do you recall any of the circumstances surrounding 
cing of a ticket in the field Dy the so-called Independent Party ? 
HARTLE. Yes, | recall some ot the circumstances, While I 
was in the underground of the Communist Party, I received a brief 
description of what this Independent Party was. I was told that it 
had been impossible to place candidates for the Communist Party on 
ballot and that steps were taken then to put Communist 
oO! in Indepe dent Party ticket and take this means of 
Inging the Communist program into the election campaign. 
Mr. Tavenner. The certificate that is filed in behalf of the Inde- 
it Party is over the signature of Marion Kinney, as secretary 
. Independent Party nominating convention, and the signature of 
‘y Pettus, chairman of the Independent Party nominating con- 
vention 
Can you identify either or both of these individuals as persons 
known to vou to have been members of the Communist Party ? 
Mrs. Harrier. Yes. Thev were both known to me as members of 
the Communist Party and both have been members of the district com 
mittee of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Attached to the certification is an affidavit of at- 
tendance of certain persons at the hominating convention, Consisting 
of a list purportedly signed by the individuals whose names appeal 
thereon. The list shows a total of 49 persons in attendance at the 
convention, 

Will you examine the list. please, and read into the record the names 
of those whom you can identity trom your own personal knowledge 
as having been members of the Communist Part y? 

Mrs. HARTLE. Those whom I have known as having been men 
of the Communist Party are: George Bailey, ae ir G. Pickens, 
Gallagher, Paul M. Bowen, Mary Van Lydegraf, Naomi E a 
Jeanne Decker, Guy H. Rader, FE. B. Carmichael, Helga ‘ Ph llips, 
Fern EK, Kerr, Clark Harper, E. G. Henrickson, John W. Watson, 
William G, Mutch, Grace A. Mutch, Joseph Butterworth, Marg 
Jeal Backlund, Ruth ie. Bitte rman Rosella Ba ley, Kkmma L 
penter, 4 arl Ik. Backlu Burt Ne son, Keith Steph in Bi udley, 
LB adley, John S ' eackinata thea bowen, Cer ) 
Dobbins, Marion Kinney, Will H. Parry, Herber 
A. Kistler, Edward G. Kroener, Terry Pettus 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Of the 49 persons appeat 
dentihed as rsol OV oO you » be mem 
Party a tot lot: 

Mrs. Hartle. I hand you a list of names of persons, Most 
you nave idle it) ied as members oft the Com nu { Party auring 
‘ourse of your testimony. Will you examine this list and if 

it names of persons not heretofore ident “DY you, wil 
» advise the committee as to the Communist irty identity ¢ 
Sin question ¢ 
Harrie. Myrna Anderson, member 
: Communist Party in Seattle in the 
ibers of the Communist Party of King Count 


meet 


atter 1940's: Bea 1@] 

tion of the ¢ ommunist Party 1] the ¢ : 
ber in the North K nea Cour ty area of the 
pelled in the latter 1940's, 

(l Bristol, organizer of the Kine County ) 
latter 1930’s, whom ] have met at district ionaries’ meet 
Harold Brockway, whom I met at district functionaries’ meetings in 
the latter 1930°s and whom I knew as a member of the 37th District 


se tion of the ¢ MmMunist Part) ny the mi led e Lt | ; — } Broce wiy, 


vi hom I knew as organizer of f the Be llinehat , Sectiol f the Commu 
i and met at district functionaries’ meeting l the latte) 
ind whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party 

t 

t 


le in the middle 1940’s: Lois Brockway Blakes, whom I] 


1 


west Seat 
new as a member of the Communist P arty in 1 37th district section 
in the latter 1940’s: Leona Carpenter, whom I knew as a member of 
the Communist Party in the north King region oi the Communist 
Party in the latter 1940’s; Mel Chamberlain, whom I knew as a mem 
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ber of the Communist Party in Spexene in the latter 1930’s; Marian 
Cole, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in the north 
King region in the latter 1940’s; George Collins, whom I knew as a 
member of the 37th District Section of the Communist Party and also 
as a membe r of the North King Region of the Communist Party; 
Gretchen Cook, whom I knew as an officer of the West Seattle Section 
of the Communist Party in the middle 1940’s; Vivian Cross, whom I 
knew as a member of the Communist Party in Auburn, Wash., a 
woman who was employed by Boeing Aircraft and either fired or 
laid off by them; Dorothy Lofty Cumming, a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the centré al region of King County in the latter 1940's; 
Harriet Dennett, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party 
and met at district functionaries’ meetings in the latter 1930’s, and 
vhom I met at King County functionaries’ meetings in the early and 
middle 1940’s; Eugene Dennis, whom I knew as national general sec- 
retary of the Communist Party and have met with him at national 
c ventions of Sow Communist Party; Lenna Eby, whom I knew as a 
member of » Communist Party in the middle 1930’s and met with 
at aistrict ion etionaries’ meetings, and whom I knew in the early and 
middle 1940’s in King County and have worked with her in her assign- 
ment as district membership director. 

Ie ie Fox, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party, a 
leader in Communist Party trade-union work, and whom I met with 
in district functionaries’ meetings in the middle 1930’s; Jean Frank- 
feld, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in King 


yunty, as educational director of the eee Party, 
\ full-time assignment, in the early and middle Joe Fugl, whom 


I knew as a member of the Communist Party in Kine County, as sec- 
tion organizer of an iorth King C ounty section, in th 1e early and middle 
1940’s; Phyl Gillette, with whom I have met at a national convention 
in 1938 in New York, and whom I have known as a member of the 
Communist Party in King County, in the early and middle 1940's; Ida 
Glaser, whom I have aoe as a member of the Conmunist Party in 


King County and in the 37th District Club in the mid-1940’s, and whose 
Ceseimmniae Party dues I cane collected; Leon Glaser, whom I have 
known as a member of the Communist Party in the 37th District Club 


in the mid-1940’s and from whom I have collected Communist Party 
dues; Bert Goelcher, whom I have known as a member of the Com- 
munist Party in King County in the mid-1940’s, with whom I have 
attended King County functionaries’ meetings; Ben Golden, whom I 
have known as a member of the Communist Party of King County in 
the mid-1940’s and with whom I have discussed his Communist Party 
membership—he once traveled with Soviet movies for the district and 
showed one of these movies in Spokane, Wash.; Margaret Haggin, 
whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in Spokane, Wash., 
in the late 1930’s and have attended branch meetings with her; Morrie 
Haggin, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in Spo- 
kane, Wash., in the late 1930’s and have attended railroad branch 
meetings with him; Al Hanover, whom I knew as a member of the 
Communist Party in King County and as a member of a Communist 
branch in Bremerton in the mid and late 1940’s, and have discussed his 
Communist Party membership with him; Hilda Hansen, whom I knew 
as a member of the Communist Party in King County in the mid-1940’s 
and have attended King County functionaries’ meetings with her. 


ae SRE 


ews 


% 
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Della Hayes, whom I have known as a member of the Communist 
Party in King County and a member of the Auburn branch of the 
Communist Party, in the mid-1940’s, with railroad concentration; 
Jessie Harris, whom I have known as an oflicer of the King County 
Communist Party in the middle 1940's; Victor Hicks, who was intr 

uced to me as a Communist Party member by Andrew Remes after 
VW O! ld War II: Bob Ingalls, VW hom | KHeW as a ie mber of the Yo ne 
(Communist League in Spokane Wn the Middle 1930's. who went to 
pain to take part in the armed conflict there and whom I knew in the 


middle 1940’s as a member of the Communist Party in the Renton 


we 


area; Harry Jackson, whom I knew as the district trade-union dire 


tor of the Communist Party in the middle 1930’s: Al Jones. whom I 
new as a member of the Communist Party In Spokane in unem] ovyed 
work in the middle 1930’s I think he has died: Claudia Jones, O} 


I knew as a national leader of the Communist Party, whom I have met 


at national conventions of the Communist Party and have heard her 
speak in that capacity at meetings in Seattle: Gus Klatt, whom I knew 
as a member of the Communist Party in the White Center area and 
al oasa member of the welders club of the Communist Part V in Ne) sattle 
n the middle and late 1940’s: Mrs. Red Donna Kroener. whom I knew 
as a member of the Communist Party in the Duwamish Bend Club in 
the late 1940’s: Paul Ledbetter, whom I recruited into the Communist 
Party and who was dropped from membership 2 or 3 months later on 
my advice that he did not seem to be of sound mind: Paul Linderman, 
whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in the west Seattle 
section in the middle 1940’s; Rosalie Linderman, whom I knew as a 
member of the Communist Party and met with at King County fune 
tionaries’ meetings in the early 1940's: Bea Logan, whom I knew as 
member of the Communist Party in King County and as manager 
of the Communist Party Workers Book Store in the early 1940’s. 
Hugo Lundquist, whom I knew as a member of the Communist 
Party inthe Wallace-Kellogg area in Idaho and whose dues were trans- 
mitted to me by Harlow Wildman—Communist Party dues; Helen 
McCannon. whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in 
Seattle and as doing Communist Party work in the Progressive Citi 
zens of America in the early 1940’s; Ellen McGrath, whom I knew 
as a member of the Communist Party in King County, with whom 
I have attended district committee meetings and whom I have known 
as a district committee member and as chairman of the district for a 
eriod of time: Mel Ludington, whom I knew as an officer of the north- 
west Washineton region of the Communist Party in the latter 1940's; 
Clarence Markham, a young Negro man whom I knew as a member of 
the Communist Party in King County in the middle and latter 1940’s 
and also as a branch chairman: Bob Miller, whom I knew as a member 
of the Communist Party in the Holly Park branch, who was formerly 
employed at Boeing’s and was not rehired after the strike—I knew 
him in the middle and latter 1940’s: Max Olsen, whom I knew as dis- 
trict youth director of the Communist Party in the latter 1930's; 
Gladvs Pettus, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party ina 
club in the Renton area in Seattle in the latter 1940’s: Carl Reeve. 
whom I knew as Northwest district secretary of the Communist Party 
in the middle 1940’s; Bill Roark, whom TI have known as a section 
organizer of the Communist Party in King County in the middle 
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1940's; Pat Ryan, whom I knew asa member of the Communist Party, 
living in South King County on Empire Way and whom I had met at 
King County functionaries’ meetings; Louis Sass, whom I knew as 
Northwest district organizational secretary of the Communist Party 
in the latter 1930's: Joe Simmonds, whom I knew as a member of the 
railroad branch of the Communist Party in Spokane in the jatter 
1930’s; Betty Smith, whom I knew as a member of the Communist 
Party in King County and whom I met with at King County fune- 
tionaries’ meetings in the early, middle, and late 1940’s—she was ex- 
pelled ; Claude Smith, whom I have met with in King County 
ctionaries’ meetings in the early, middle, and late 1940’s and who 
vi expelled—he was active in legislative work of the Communist 
Party and ran for candidate on the Democratic ticket at one time. 
Ferdinand Smith, with whom I have attended closed Communist 
Party meetings in Seattle in the middle 1940’s when he made a visit 
vo this area and who I knew as a leading Communist Party member 
in the National Maritime Union and as an officer of that union in 
che middle 1940’s: Waiter Stack, with whom I have met in district 
plenums in the middle 1930’s; Axel Starr, whom I have known as a 
member of the Communist Party in the northwest Washington region 
and as a Communist in a lumber union in the middle and latter 1940’s; 
Andy Sundin, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party 
in Spokane in the latter 1930’s and whom I knew as business agent 
of an engineers’ local; Ralph Hall, whom I have known as a member 
of the Communist Party in King County from 1942 to 1950, hold- 
ing various offices and including Northwest district press director— 
I also knew him in the underground of the Communist Party and 
knew that he used the name of Carl Swanson; Henry Villavaso, whom 
I knew as a member of the Communist Party in the Jackson Street 
Club as chairman in the late 1940’s: Lowell Wakefield—I attended a 


Northwest district plenum at which Lowell Wakefield spoke as editor 


of the Voice of Action, and knew him as a district leader in that capac- 
ity in the middle 1930’s—I was present as a delegate from the Spokane 
section; Herb Walters, whom I knew as a member of the Communist 
Party in Spokane, Wash., in the middle 1930’s and as a Communist 
Party member in the hod carriers’ local of Spokane, and as a delegate 
to the Central Labor Council of Spokane from the hod carriers’ local; 
James West, whom I knew as youth director of the Northwest district 
of the Communist Party in the latter 1930’s and whom I have met 
in Spokane and at district functionaries’ meetings; Muriel Wildman 
Crowe, whom I knew as a member of the Communist Party in Kings 
County in the early and middle 1940’s and have attended Kings County 
functionaries’ meeting with her; Henry Winston, whom I have known 
as national organizational secretary of the Communist Party and have 
met with him and corresponded with him in that capacity while I was 
district organizational secretary in 1945-46, and who was known to 
me as a national committee member—I attended classes taught by 
him at a national training school which I attended in early 1946 where 
he taught on the Negro question, and also I was present with him as 
a fellow delegate at the reconstitution convention of the Communist 
Party in 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, we have heard some witnesses before 
the committee refer with-a measure of pride to what was termed the 
“democracy of the Communist Party,” while other witnesses have 


regi | 


ow 
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tated that there was no democracy within the Communist Party, and 
nany witnesses have indicated that it was due to the lack of democracy 
that they began to think in terms of leaving the Communist Party. 
Will you please explain to the committee your knowledge of this 
subject 2 

Mrs. Harrie. Despite the fact that “democracy” is one of the key 
slogans of the Communist Party, in its organizational structure it 
bases itself on democratic-centralism. According to this, the leader- 
ship is elected at various levels. The branch members elect the branch 
fhe +r and executive commit ee and delegates to section conventions. 
heers and section 


( 
The delegates to section conventions elect the section of 
committee and delegates to the region, and so on up through whatever 
levels may exist, such as county, State, district, to the national leader- 
ship. 

Until the Communist Party disaffiliated from the Communist Inter- 
national, delegates from the national convention were elected to the 
Comintern Convention. 

Once the committees and delegates have been elected, their decisions 
re binding on those who elected them. After de legates have gone 
from several branches to a section convention and elected a section com- 
mittee, the decisions of t his committee are binding on all the branches 
and members thereof involved. A branch or member may appeal 
a section committee decision but. pending the outcome of the appeal, 
they must abide by the decision. This applies throughout 

A number of explanations are given of the superiority of this sys- 
tem of organization. The party of the working class, the Communist 


Party, must have unity of will for necessary striking power, because 
under capitalism the working class is oppressed by the capitalist class 
ind constantly split and one section set against another to kee *p it weak- 


ened. Another expla ation is that the best deve loped le: idership is 
issured by this type of choice. Democratic centralism is necessary for 
unity of will and action. 

The “democratic” part of democratic centralism is that the mem- 
vers or delegates have freedom of discussion and choice before they 
make their decisions and elect their delegates. 

Lenin explains that in times of illegality the democratic part cannot 
be carried out, that leadership must be picked from the top on down. 

In actual practice, the leadership is picked from the top on down. 
This was done from the time I joined until I left Seattle in 1950. The 
methods varied but nomination by a top committee or person is tanta- 
mount to election. 

Since the reconstruction, all ene ise of : ‘lection was sone Re- 
gional organizers were chosen in advance by the district officers and 
election at conventions was a mere formality or sdisathoualh. The 
“security” campaign made this procedure pl: ausible. 

“In the best interests of the party and working class” to top leader- 
ship always uses the ways and means necessary to eliminate undesirable 
members or officers and never fails to succeed. 

There is much talk of eliminating “bureaucratic” officers and meth- 
ods of work. The whole reconstitution gave glowing promises along 
this line. The temporary disorientation and organizational loosening 
up of the reconstitution period was rapidly overcome, so that by 1949 
and 1950 the tightness of control as regards political line and leading 
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pel nel exceeded that of a V other ] eriod that I had experienced 
( irty. 
T) ole program to tighten control was based on the idea that 
re ! of Marx Li nism must be rooted out. The method 
mo iitention To the review Co! :missions, see- 
| 1p 1 on it, with the ability and responsibility 
yze all leadership. Such a review of regional leadership wa 
t place f I left Seattle in 1950. The entire past history and 
il tics of t perso! nel was investigated. 
Althou: ] not a member of the district review commission, I 
il ted as district leader one session in the examination of 
N King regional organizer Helen — oe North King organi- 
reta Elmer Kistler. Clayton Van Lydegraf ee 
( nat l'o the best of ‘endeeth he was as- 
by the district board to part aaahimtlliteslaeeon sinilaaion 
ition work. The aim of the review as to determine the 
1 © If 
totalitarianism of the Communist Party flows from its accept 
Marxism-Lenn istheo als scientific, consistent analysis of 
the orid The poli ical program, ore unizatio1 al methods, and the 
of the Commu t Party are therefore “scientific.” are either 
or incorrect, and a div Se nec sarily be re- 
las to which side is “scientific.” » Marxism-Leninism is also 
a partisal c1lence, the science of the worki or class. the 
( f 4 e pre letar ] revol Tit »and the estab] shy ent of socialism. 
ry tests oT science co not apply. I found this concept ex 
heult to m n and teach. and attributed the lificulty to my 
tual’ bac] oTol nd. feel oO that | had not vet rooted out “bour- 
luene my 1 K Og 
The Communist Partv makes it eminently clear to its members and 
rs that persons of “intellectual” background will have much more 
} baveagt { d nselves of than those without the handi- 
ips of hourceo] dueat on. They are thus put on the defensive and 
question becomes: Can he gra » Marxism-Leninism or not ? 
Mr. Tavenner. Committee investigations have disclosed a very 


te interlocking of peace proposals advocated by the Communist 


Party of the United States with pronouncements of the fore on policy 
the Soviet Union. Will you please state to the committee what the 
ot peace proposals by the Communist Party of the United States 
d in reeruiting members to the Communist Party and will you also 

the committee a brief history of the peace programs of the Com- 
munist Party of the United St ites / 

Mrs. Harrie. The strongest and most continuous appeal that the 
Co wnist Party program and Marxist-Leninist theory had for me 

as its contention that it was for peace. I became convinced that in 
a Communist world that the causes for war would be removed. I 
accepted Marxist-Leninist theory about just and unjust wars with the 
understanding that once the world had gone through these inevitable 
wars that a situation would result in which there would be no more 
wars of any kind. I was also convinced that the Communist move- 
ment on a world seale and the Soviet Government of communism al- 
ways did everything they could to prevent wars from breaking out and 
only engaged in combat on the “just” side to further the liberation of 
mankind and to reach the situation of world peace. 
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Convinced that Soviet Russia led by the Communist Party could 
not possibly want or foster war, I believed that the “peace” pre Trams 
of the CPUSA, which always coincided ao the “pea ice” poli cies of 
Soviet Russia, were truly in the best interests of our country and the 
American people. I believed that bi tones ; interests in our country 


were th e ones who opposed these rvenuilne peace programs and that the 
America Fete en had nothing to gain and everything to lose by sup- 


port) ng tl elr war ventures. 
TI 1e “pea ae progr: ims of the CPUSA always Colne ided with th 18 
foreign policy of Soviet Russia. The CPUSA supported the Soviet 


soticy eae Snes ve secul ty” ntl e late 1930's o1 1 the bas t Hit 

fascism was out sas isaeaaaaie he world. According to t Ga 
Party program, the United States of America should have supported 
Russia’s proposals for an anti-Hitler pact in which England, France, 
and other countries should take part. This appeared to me as an 
effective peace program. When this collective security policy of 
Russia failed and the Hitler-Stalin pact was signed, the Communist 


Party declared that Russia could not have done anything else, that it 
needed t} e time for buildin: up ITs ce fey es, that it wained \ tlnable 


y 
1 
I 


time in which to be able to defeat Hitler German V later on. The Com- 
munist Party deseribed the Hit ler-Stalin pact a nonageression p : 
that Russia in no way was giving comfort or apport to Hit ler, andasa 
Communist I had confidence that So viet Ru SSla knew what it was 
doing and that this was in the best interests of not only Russia but the 


whole world peace progran 

Although I was for most of this period on leave of absence from the 
Communist Party, I subscribed to the Daily Worker and presented 
resolutions in the cooks and waiters union, of which I was a men be r. 
and in the Cascade Trades and Labor Assembly  Facelekal 1 l was a del le- 
gate for several months, at Great Falls, Mont., along C ommunist policy 
lines. I distinctly remember presenting a resolution to the assembly, 
which I believe was passed, to the effect that “the Yanks are not com- 
ing.” which was a key Communist slogan in that period. 

The first part of World War IT, until Hitler attacked Soviet Russia, 
was described by the Communist P arty as the “imperialist phase” of 
the war; after Russia was attacked, the character of the war changed, 
it became a war of national liberation. It was pointed out that the 
size and importance of Russia is what changed the balance. At a later 
date, Stalin, it seemed to me then, as a Communist, corrected some 
inexact formulations. He said that there were elements of “justness” 
in the war throughout, but that these elements of justness were not 
predominant, but with Soviet Russia getting involved these “just” 
elements took over and now it was truly a war for the liberation of 
mankind. As a Communist I ascribed these errors in formulation to 
a tendency of the CPUSA to being mechanical in its analysis, to over- 
simplifying the definition of the first phase of World War IT. 

Many members dropped away from the Communist Party during 
this period; the membership declined drastically. Spokane, which 
had once reached a membership between three and four hundred dur- 
ing the middle thirties, was down to 17 members when I returned 
from Great Falls in 1941. During the imperialist phase of World 
War IT, the Communist Party went through a “testing” period ; much 
was said of the importance of members who do not flinch in difficult 
times. Andrew Remes, acting district organizer at that time, told me 


1 
} 








6224 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


that we shouid attach particular importance to the members who 
lasted through this phase, as they were pee more than a large num- 
ber of members who joined and st: aved in the Communist Party in 
easiel times. I ascribed my own uneasiness during this period to lack 
of resoluteness as a Commuw ist, never quest ioned the correctness and 
justice of the Communist position. To have left the ¢ Communist Party 
at that time to me would ave meant deserting under diffieultz ¥ I 


had |] gr been taugl t, very consistently and very thoroughly, that to 
give to the “Red scare” meant to be a deserter and coward in the 
‘ace of the class struggle. I was tu ly convinced that the reason that 
many millions, even the majority of our country, did not follow Com- 
munist Party policies was pees ause they were prewenven by undemo- 
cratic elements from learni the t1 uth about it and because when they 
did learn the a they were afraid because of the di fic ‘ulties involved 
to taket plac in tl struggle. 


With the Hith - attack on Russia in 1941 and the change in the 
character of the war, the Communist Party position changed to sup- 
port to the allied side of the war. Internally this change of pe 
created serious problems, In ee several members had been re- 
eruited into the party on the basis of antiwar, and the prob lem of how 
to br ng them to understai d the ne¢ ‘essity of bei ing for war was a press- 

f one. I obtained material a Lp] idly as I could to arm n nyself for 
this reorientation. One of the pamphlets, the Turning Point in the 
War, by Allen, seemed to me to be a masterpiece of explanation. 
This pamphlet helped me considerably to understand the change and 
armed me with arguments to convince others. Although I did not 
leave the Communist Party during the imperialist phase of the war, 
but wa only on leave of absence, I greatly welcomed this change in 
events and found new enthusiasm for party work. 

The peace program was drop ped and into its place, especially after 
Pearl Harbor, came the “win the war program of the Communist 
Party. I was fully in accord with the Communist Party program 
for support to the war and wholeheartedly engaged in many “win the 
war” activities as a Communist. My attachment to peace, on which I 
had relied strongly in other situations to bolster my confidence in the 
Communist Party positions, ev: porated. I felt that I had reached the 
stage of being a more fully developed Communist, who takes his posi- 
tion on just and unjust wars as he should in the interests of the class 
struggle, and that I had overcome pacificist tendencies. Pacificism, 
nea oe Conia, is 0:00 oppos ed to all wars. 

After World War II, the Communist Party adopted a “win the 
peace” policy, which again dovetailed with Soviet Russia’s foreign 
polic cy to create demobilization on the basis that after defeat of the 
Fascist Axis there would be a peaceful world. 

oy 1945 the reconstitution of the CPUSA took place. At that time, 
as a Communist, I did not connect this event in my mind with the 
reeducation program in Marxism-Leninism that was taking place in 
Soviet Russia, although 1 read about this program. To me it seemed 
that the reconstitution was an internal Communist problem, that the 
Communist Party had gotten off the track of Marxism-Leninism and 
was getting back onto it. 

S iortly after World War II, it appeared to me that the reconsti- 
tution was very correct and that the imperialist forces in our country 
were not interested in winning the peace but were driving toward 
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further war. The whole reconstitution discussion revolved around 
a reestimate of American capitalism, the class struggle, the role of the 
Communist Party, and convinced me that under Browder’s leadership 
we had lost sight of the true character of capitalism and the respons 


bility of the Communist Party to give leadership in the struggle 
against the imperialist war drive of American capitalism and the 
inherent drive towards fascism in an imperialist country. Thus 


when the Communist Party assumed its anti-imperialist world war 
III peace program, I was convinced that the Communist Party now 
was on the right track. I did not then see the whole reconstitution 
campaign as one to reorient the Communist Party along the lines of 
interest to Soviet Russia, which, in fact, it did. 

The Stockholm Peace Pledge petition campaign was organized by 
the Communist Party in this district. Party organizations and mem- 
bers were given quotas; plans for its circulation were made in the 
Communist Party from the district board on down through the 
branches. This campaizn received all the political and organizational 
attention of which the Communist Party in this district was capable. 
Several thousand signatures were obtained on street corners, in the 
neighborhoods and from members in organizations that Communist 
Party members could contact. ‘The main work was done by Com- 
munist Party members, although considerable effort, without much 
success, was made to involve non-Communist Party people in working 
for the campaign. Persons solicited for signatures were not advised 
that the Communist Party was in any way connected with it. 

The — program of the Communist Party after the outbreak of 
the war in Korea was to contend that the cause of peace could only 
be served ie either the United States forces withdrawing from Korea 
or by the defeat of South Korea. - a leaflet written by Clayton Van 
Lydegraf immediately after the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, the 
northwest district took the position that this war must be stopped—to 
fail to do so would lead to imperialist world war ITT. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, we have heard during this and many 
other hearings that individuals terminated their party me mbership 
without any formal action in doing so. Will you please explain to 
the committee whether or not any method is recognized by the Com- 
munist Party for terminating membership by action on the part of 
the member ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the Communist Party there is no established way 
for leaving the organization. The constitution says that a member 3 
months in arrears in dues is no longer a member in good standing. 

At the first of each year a reregistration campaign takes place, at 
which time all those who are going into the coming year as members 
are reregistered. Those who do not come to the branch reregistra- 
tion meeting are visited for this purpose. These reregistration cam- 
paigns during the period from 1933. when I joined the party, until 
1950, when I left Seattle to go underground, usually lasted in full 
force for the first 6 months of the year and were sometimes not con- 
cluded until just before the beginning of the reregistration for the 
next year commenced. 

I have reregistered members who were 2 years behind in dues, col- 
lected these 2 years’ dues and reregistered them as continuous members. 
At other times I have visited unreregistered members and as the 
time for reregistration was set more definitely in that year, have re- 
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recruited them into the party. The policy of the Communist Party 
on membership is that members are not dropped on the basis of non- 


pay! ent of dues. nonattendance at meeting's, or failure to engage 1n 
ctivities for the Communist Party. 

I remember one instance in Spokane when the district organizer 
R ppaport del vered a ter] lecture to those of us working on rereg- 

tratio . He had learned that we felt that if the members did not 

r dues and come to meetings, we wanted to drop them and 

l l ure d after them to get them reregistered. He said 

that we had no right or political sense to adopt this attitude and 
10 e ould Tee | meone decided to di 1) Us. 

] O vy { t I lean d then and unde1 tood as a district leader 
was that members are not dropps i without good and sullicient reason 
to do so, such reasons bel oO outright qisagreement with or hostility 
toward the Communist Party policies or its leadersh p. Disinter- 
est not accepted as a r ison for dropping a member. Such a per 

sSsuppos “1 to be worked on. to revive his interest. 

The Communist Party does recognize such a th ng as “former 


members,” perhaps who have consistently made excuses for not being 
members, persons W ho have moved and been lost track of and show 
up again and are recognized, persons who have moved in from another 
district without transfer and reveal their former membership, and 
persol that have been neglected through poor organizational work 
or forgotten about. This type of former member, who has expressed 
no serious disagreement or hostility is added to the Communist Party 
lists with the aim of reintegrating him into the party, either through 
rerecruitment or reregistration. When the party organization feels 
that it 1s not possible to convince the person to become an active, dues- 
paying member, the approach will be to retain him as a sympathizer, 
sell him Communist Party literature, raise funds, discuss Communist 
policy with him—to activize him along the lines of these policies in 
one Torm or another. 

[ remember another instance in Spokane when I expressed dissatis 
faction with a person who followed the party policies but refused to 
join the party. A man named Boyer, representative of some Com- 
munist-front organization, probably the Friends of the Soviet Union, 
chided me and said that I should understand that those “who are near 
to us are dear to us.” I learned then and have understood since 
throughout my Communist Party membership that a Communist 
Party SV mpathizer is to be valued highly. 

Che most definite way to get out of the Communist Party is to be 
expelled. To achieve this a member must commit some offense against 
the party and then refuse to recognize his error. This member will 
then have a definite date on which his membership was terminated. 

The problem of leaving the Communist Party is not an involved one 
if the person is no longer under Communist influence. He can declare 
his disaffiliation publicly or, if he does not wish to do that, he can 
shake the Communist Party’s claim on him by reporting his decision 
to the FBI. Such drastic steps would not be necessary were it not 
for the fact that the Communist Party pursues its members and con- 
tacts long after they have shown every e\ idence of no further interest. 
The Cr mmunist posit ion is that it 1s repression of freedom fora person 
to have to report to the FBI in order to leave the Communist Party. 
They brush aside laws, security regulations and public opinions that 


| ) 


wage 
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involve Communist practice and policies, and overlook the fact that a 
person who no longer wishes to be a Communist finds it impossible 
to establish this fact from the Communist Party but must do so sepa- 
rate and apart from the party. 

The Communist Party policy, as shown in the Seattle Smith Act 
trial, is to refuse to name members of the Communist Party and, in 
order to do this, it logically follows for them to refuse to say who is not 
in the Communist Party. 

The practice of accepting resignations of party members before 
they sign Taft-Hartley affidavits is a recent innovation. Formally 
quitting the party in this manner has never been Communist Party 
practice in my entire membership. 

The Communist Party regards all of these procedures in matters 
of organization as being very superior to those of ordinary organiza- 
tions and as based on deep theory. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, the committee would be glad to hear 
your views on the best method to combat communism within the 
United States. 

Mrs. Harrie. To the best of my present understanding, the best 
way to combat the Communist Party is to isolate and expose it. Any 
method of combating the Communist Party that gives it an oppor- 
tunity to tie itself up with other forces only plays into its hands. ‘This 
is diflicult to avoid in all circumstances, for the ve ry reason that the 
Communist Party methods and activities are such as constantly to tie 
themselves in with other forces and organizations and to espouse a 
thousand issues which are of some interest to the people generally. 

Exposure of the real nature of the Communist Party, using some 
of the proof right out of the horse’s mouth, as was done in the Seattle 
Smith Act trial, seems to me to be valid for broad, public, educational 
campaigns about it. The Communist Party circulates books and 
pamphlets with titles that would enligh ten the average American 
immensely as to its real intents, espec ially i its basic Marxist-Leninist 
works. . 

The exposure of hidden Communists in government seems to me to 
be of great importance to e xposure of the Communist Party, for here 
the peop yle can get an inkling that the Communists are not above board 


in their dealings. Exposure of Russian espionage agents as connected 
with the Communist Party of this country would open the eyes not 


° : i ft 
only of the people but of Communist members themselves. Evidence 


can be obtained within the Communist Party as to the opinions of 
Communists about such espionage work, but I am sure that it will have 
to be obtained in off-the-record conversations. 

The Smith Act cases have created the most difficulties for the Com- 
munist Party internally. They have disrupted its leadership, de- 
stroyed to a large extent the ability to organize its work, have fore ‘ed 
the Communist P arty to spend a lot of time and ene rgy to reorganize 
itself along lines so _ at it can continue functioning, and have immobi- 
lized at least half if not more of its membership. The Communist 
Party does not ot Smith Act cases as good issues to fight on; 
it realizes that it will lose much more than it can gain out of them. 

I believe that labeling of Communist members, publications, and of 
activities would be an extremely effective way to reduce its effective 
ness. The Communists could not then so easily cry “free speech,” 
but would be in the embarrassing position of having to issue their 
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material under their own name. This would bea oreat help to many 
people. 

Identification of Communists and their activities seems to me to 
have an effect that is more beneficial than outlawing them. Practi- 
cally it has the s ame effect on the Communist Party, as the people will 

respond in any numbers when they are aware of Communist 
ident 


e Commu { Party would a1ve it the excuse to go 
inderground. ‘This would reduce the Communist Party 
would make 1 ore difficult for the authorities to keep 
11 would consist of those Communists who 


re the greatest menace 1M any 

» able to operate to their advantage, such 

Party is further isolated 

y, In my oO} hat it may go 

accord. n that event, cirectly 

for then such a step would be largely 

would be based cl rectly on the ¢ ommunist 

n tions, as then it would be clear to the public as a whole 
ommunist Party is nota | poli itical part y, as it contends it is. 
experience is that one labor vader, fully acquainted with 
nunist Party and opposed to it, « be an effective bar to 
itrating a n yn. Special educational work among 

and others, it seems me, would create an important 

bat Communists and their program. The impact of such 
How to pot . ommul { 1 a Labor Union was con- 

the Communists, t the ones I saw were not very com 


attention to anti-Communist educational campaigns di 
ard those secto1 rf people thik are most vulnerable to 
Communist propaganda seem important to me as part of the whole 
program. If more labor le rs, educators, Negro leaders 
and others were to speak ] re artic lat ly on th S pro ble [ feel 
certain that a big interest and response would be aad no that 


women. 


would be extremely valuable for our country. 

The kind of work that the Velde committee did in San Diego seems 
very ee to me 1 KE » Smith Act cases, the problem is taken 
out ol e ealm of 1 Mm yt mut conere tely and simply before 
the people, "with clear factu: ta and names to support the conten- 

and ith the ty} I itions ipproach that draws more 

nto the whole anti omm st campaign. 
Tavenner. Will you please tell the committee what security 

es Wel e adop ted ‘ss the Communist Party ¢ 
i oeeal C ommiu ist Party security measures are based on 
irxist-Leninist theory, which is that a true Communist Party- 
revolutionary party of the proletariat or whatever its name—will use 
both legal and illegal ana as the situation demands. I have read 
a statement by V. I. Lenin, Collected or Selected Works, that a party 
that refuses to combine illegal with legal methods is not a truly revolu- 
tionary party of the working cl; 

The illegal ne are justi fied by the argument that under capital- 
ism there is dictatorsl ip of the bourgeoisie. which exploits the 


working oo val is a minority in any country. According to this, 


ass, 
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the laws and institutions of the government of a capitalist country 
were made by and are enforced by a minority against the interests, 
welfare, etc., of the overwhelming majority of the people of a country. 
The Communist Party, re presenting the interests of the working class 
and of the overwhelming majority of the people of a country, cannot 
be bound by these minority laws, unless it wants to betray the working 
class and people. The Communist Third International accused the 
Socialist International—second international—of doing just that. 

Security measures are taken by the Communist Party to protect the 
party of the working class from ‘destruction b V the bourgeois-dic ‘tated 
government, says the Communist Party, 

Some of the measures are: 

(a) Avoidance of arrest of leade ‘rship. In about 1934 in Spokane 
the then district organizer, Morris Rappaport, instructed section com- 
mittee members and other active me eae to find a place to stay in case 
of warning, where the police would not be able to find them. 

(6) In the middle thirties preci autions were taken in the sending of 
dian: recruit cards, and transfers of membership, using unknown—as 
Communist Party—addresses in both Spokane and Seattle for this 
purpose. This practice was uaaead in the late 1940's or else the busi- 
ness was done from person to person instead of using mails at all. 

(Cc) By 1940 and L950, much oreater precautions were taken in hold- 
ing Communist Party meetings, with the aim of preventing the author- 
ities from knowing the content or personnel of the meetings. Des- 
ignated persons would meet other persons scheduled to attend at street 
corners or in cafes and take them to the meeting so that none would 
have an opportunity to inform as to the place. Luncheons were being 
served on the premises with no permission to leave the building until 
the meeting was over, with the same purpose as stated above in mind. 

(7d) Screening: In the late 1940’s the Communist Party developed 
a greater vigilance : against keeping suspect members, and the district 
leadership carefully scrutinized the list of proposed persons to attend 
district conte rrences and exere ised direct veto on ah ly pe rsons whom 
it suspected of being in any way unreliable. This scrutinizing was not 
directed at suspected F BI agents- they would not be allowed to stay 
in the party at all—but was directed at persons believed not to be sufhi- 
ciently reliable to count on absolutely. 

(e) Measures to conceal Communist Party membership: parking 
cars some distance away from a known Communist’s home or a Com- 
munist meeting place. Abandoning the practice of keeping branch 
und other party organization minutes and membership lists; abandon- 
ing the use of the United States mail for anything that would reveal 
Communist Party membership—in the late 1940's. 

(f) In the late 1940’s not using the district or regional or section 
headquarters phone for transacting much of the party’ s business; not 
leaving records or other material overnight in the Communist Party 
offices: and not leaving material in the wastepaper basket that might 
reveal plans or Communist Party membership. 

(q) Inthe late 1940's, as a part of the whole reconstitution program 
and thereafter, the size of party clubs was reduced several times. By 
sarly 1950 the clubs had been divided into small groups, with the clubs 
meeting one week and the groups meeting separately the next week. 
The understanding was that soon it might be necessary to abandon 
club meetings altogether and have meetings of the smaller groups 
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only. The clubs then had approximately 12 members and the groups 
approximately 4 members. Some clubs and groups had not yet 
achieved this status, but that was the organizational directive to be 
carried out. 

(h) Covering telephones with a blanket or leaving on a radio were 
methods used to prevent a recording device from being successful. 

(i) In the early and middle 1930's the practice of using party names 
was used to conceal identity of members, with the explanation that 
this was to protect members in their employment. The use of party 
names was not resumed in the late 1940’s and early 1950—no names 
at all were used in records. Branch secretaries and group secretaries 
were also instructed not to use initials either. 

(j) By late 1949 and early 1950, the membership of the district 
board was no longer revealed to the membership generally, as had been 
done to some extent, especially with known Communists, in earlier 
periods. 

(k) In connection with the underground, a whole series of new 
security measures were adopted. Underground members changed 
their names and complete identity, secured social-security cards, driv- 
er’s licenses, and all other necessary documents under false names and 
ident ity. 

Underground members bought new cars under false names and gen- 
erally conducted their entire affairs so as to escape being identified by 
anyone at all except their contact. Underground members were in- 
structed to be particularly watchful as to whether anyone was fol- 
lowing them or recognized them. 

(/) Loose gossip, unnecessary talk about matters that were not being 
directly transacted on party assignment, were campaigned against in 
the late 1940’s and early 1950 by Communist Party leaders. The aim 
was to reduce the possible information that an FBI agent might gain 
to the barest minimum. 

(mm) Such financial records and other material as still remained in 
the district office in 1950 were either destroyed or removed. The Com- 
munist Party district policy was to have nothing in the office except 
such material as was being distributed publicly. 

(n) Communist Party membership cards were abandoned in about 
1948. Communist Party dues stamps were used as a receipt to mem- 
bers, with the advice that they should probably best tear them up. 
Members were not required to accept the stamps, in which case the 
secretary destroyed them in their presence. 

Mr. TavenNER. Do you know of any instances in which Communist 
Party members were sent into the Seattle area to obtain employment 
in sensitive industries ? 

Mrs. Harrie. During World War II a number of persons came 
into the Seattle area and went to work in the shipyards and in the 
Boeing Aircraft factory and who secured their transfers and became 
members of the Communist Party in this district, especially in Seattle. 
During the latter part of World War II and until shortly after it, a 
branch of the Communist Party existed composed of Bremerton Naval 
Yard workers. It consisted of several persons who had come into the 
area and gone to work in the yard and then reported at Communist 
Party headquarters that they were members from other areas, and of 
several local Communists employed there. 
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In order that they should not be discharged, because of security 
regulations, under my leadership this branch was organized on a 
security basis, with some care in holding meetings and in revealing 
their membership to others in the Communist Party or elsewhere. 
Besides regular educational and organizational tasks, the work of 
this branch revolved around what the members could do in their 
unions along the lines of the Communist Party win-the-war effort. 

After the war all of these members were laid off in the reduction 
of force. 

Some of the members were : Al Hanover ; George Collins. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party take a position on the 
question of sharing responsibility of leadership with women in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The theoretical position on the woman question, ac- 
cording to Marxism-Leninism is that women’s equal rights and needs 
of women should not be fought for as such; to do so is to take a femin- 
ist position. Instead, women’s rights and needs should be fought for 
in such a way as to give support to the proletariat, and the main work 
should take place among women workers. It is considered by the 
Communist Party that women have an inferior status under capital- 
ism, which will be remedied completely under socialism and com- 
munism, at which time “male superiority” will be rooted out. 

The woman question is not a key question in the Communist Party, 
either in its basic theory where relatively little is written, or in its 
current works and practical program in the CPUSA. Usually, how- 
ever, there has been a national women’s commission and a district 
women’s commission, subcommittees of the leading committees. Un- 
der this guidance, the commissions formulate programs of education 
and action designed to fit the policy of the Communist Party. During 
World War II the district women’s commission put on a campaign 
to get women workers into Boeing’s on the basis of all-out support 
to win the war, to meet the manpower shortage. A number of women 
Communist Party members went to work in Boeing’s in the course 
of this campaign—estimate only: 25 to 35. The district women’s 
commission in late 1949 and early 1950, under district assignment, 
headed a women-for-peace petition campaign and organized work for 
the Stockholm Peace Pledge. A part of this program was to organize 
neighborhood women’s peace committees. This was Communist-front 
work in the woman field. 

One of the main tasks undertaken by the district women’s commis- 
sion was to attempt to get the Congress of American Women organ- 
ized in this State. Hazel McCannon, member of the district women’s 
commission, was assigned by the commission to head this organiza- 
tion and carry out this task. She became the executive secretary of 
the Seattle chapter, and conferred with me regularly in that operation. 
The success of the Congress of American Women was very small in 
Seattle and never really got under way except for a few members in 
Tacoma and possibly Spokane. I spoke as a Communist woman lead- 
er to one of its meetings in Seattle. 

Members of the district women’s commission at varying times; Baba 
Jeanne Decker, Fair Taylor, Irene Hull, Helen Nelson, Helen Huff, 
Hazel McCannon, Marjorie Rabbitt, Mary Salvus. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe to the committee, please, the type 
of control that the Communist Party sought to exercise over its 
members ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. After a member joins the party, the whole process of 
completely controlling } iis life begins. Through reading Communist 
Party material, through discussions, formal and casual, and through 
Communist Party education in classes and schools, he is brought to 
understand the need for disc io line, mental and phy :ysical. He learns 
that to become a true professional revolutionary means to oe the party 
before everything else, in theory and in practice. Members who re- 
spond to the line and tasks of the party are extolled and used as ex- 
amples continually, while at the same time cautioning them in prole- 
tarlan modesty and urging them to higher levels. The importance of 
the weapon of “criticism and self-criticism” is const: antly stressed as 
the means of achieving party unity. The member grows to feel proud 
ofthe unity of the party as compared with the disorganization of other 
organizations. 

\ true Communist will work where the party wishes himto. <A part 
of the concentration program in 1948-50 was to direct persons not al- 
ready employed in important work or industries to enter lumber, 
marine, and aircraft, to become members of the respective unions, and 
to look to their future life in this party chosen field. 

\ true Communist will not leave an important field of work or area 
without party sanction. I know of one member, Mary Guilmet’s hus- 
band, who was disc iplined by the North King region for w: anting to go 

Alaska to work - live. I know of another member who wanted 
to go on a farm, Frank Kerr, but was prevailed upon to remain at his 
job as a ‘aniichintel in Pacific Car & Foundry. Clayton Van Lydegraf 
told me that Frank Kerr was trying to run away from responsibility 
and that steps were being taken to dissuade him. I myself sold my 
business. of which I was very fond, at party direction, so that I 
could run a party bookstore, which did not even pay me a salary for 
my effort. Members have been advised to get married and settle down. 
with the advice that this would make them better party members; and 
members have been required to break with husbands or wives who 
went over to the “enemy.” When Harvey Jackins was expelled, 
heard a discussion seriously held as to what his wife would do—go 
with him to the “enemy” or stay with the party. The Jackins have 3 
Ol t children. 

The propaganda and practices of the Communist Party are such that 
. member is put into a virtual vise—all in the name of freedom. 

Lc ording to Stalin, discipline Is based on understanding. When an 

dividual member’s understanding fails, however, he will be subject 
to a harassment campaign to bring him back into line and activity. If 
that fails and he persists in expressing wrong ideas or in carrying out 
wrong activities, he will be brought up on charges, put to trial and 
d sciplit ed. If he fails to bow to the w il] of the party, does not recog- 
nize his errors, he VW il] be expelled 

Financial demands of members are considerable. A day’s pay, a 
week's Day ind even a mont! sp ay 1s not considered excessive for the 
urgent fund drives of the ( Neaonia Party. Much attention is given 
‘o extracting larger sums from those who may possibly have it or 
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where a number of party members were induced to take mortgages 
on their homes. Marion Kinney told me in 1953 that she and her hus- 
band, Glen, are still paying off a $1,000 mortgage made to give the 
funds to the Communist Party. I know of a woman union office 
worker, Myrna Anderson, who had saved $1,000 and was induced to 
give it to the party in another fund drive. 

The Communist Party has a line on motion pictures, literature, 
art, music—in every field of culture. The recreation of members is 
guided by the Communist line. 

Especially since the reconstitution, the Communist Party has 
toughened its discipline and control, spent more effort on ascertaining 
the reliability oft its leaders, and has raised its qualifications for 
membership. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you present at any meetings of the leadership 
of the Communist Party in which its attitude toward the Korean war 
was discussed and, if so, will you tell the committee, please, what re- 
action you received from it ? 

Mrs. Harrier. When I first heard of the outbreak of war in Korea, 
I was only able to think of it in Communist terms, that the United 
States, as the leading imperialist power in the world, had been driving 
toward launching another imperialist war, since shortly after World 
War IT, and that Korea was a part of that effort. Despite my Com- 
munist thinking, I felt stunned. I had become convinced that the 
Communist-led peace campaign was a very effective one and the out- 
break of the war in Korea shocked me into a dim realization of where 
Communist Party membership was heading, to outright opposition 
to the United States in wartime. I remember the first informal dis- 
cussion of the meaning of Korea among the staff in the Communist 
Party headquarters and that Clayton Van Lydegraf’s analysis was 
that the Communist Party must sharply call for a stop to this war 
and pointed out that to do otherwise would lead into world war III. 
He immediately drafted a leaflet to this effect to be distributed rapidly 
to the regions, which was done. Although I was thinking and acting 
like a Communist, I do remember being particular to search articles 
for the detailed explanation of how this war got started. I remember 
feeling that there had been some awkwardness in the Communist press 
reportage of the detailed events and felt some uneasiness over the 
explanation that the proof of United States ageressiveness was John 
Foster Dulles’ visit in South Korea shortly before the outbreak. 

It seemed to me that there should be a clear, more convincing expla- 
nation than that. I had not been able to furnish enthusiastic leadership 
in the Communist Party for some time and Korea seemed to fairly 
destroy my Communist morale and enthusiasm. At the time I ascribed 
this to poor health, personal problems, and the need for a rest. I did 
not view my mental and physical state as a result of disagreement with 
communism at that time. 

Mr. TavENNER. With the thanks of the committee repeated, Mrs. 
Hartle, you are excused. 

(Whereupon the hearing was adjourned. ) 
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